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‘Introduction 
GET READY FOR GRE OR GMAT 


| ANALYTICAL WRITING 


Present Your Perspective on an Issue (GRE) or Analysis of an 
Issue (GMAT): In this type of essay, you'll adopt a position on a 
given issue of broad intellectual interest and Support that position 
with reasons and/or examples (45-minute time limit on the GRE: 
30-minute time limit on the GMAT). 


ESSAY-PHOBIC? YOU'RE NOT ALONE! 


Okay, you've committed yourself to taking the GRE (or GMAT), Perhaps 
you've already bought one of those big, thick test-prep books to help you ger 
ready for your exam. But if you're like most test takers, you've put otf any 


Earnest actempe to Prepare tor the two essays, focusing instead on the 
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exam’s multiple-choice sections. Why do so many test takers neglect Analyti- 
cal Writing when it comes to GRE and GMAT prep? Probably for one or more 


of the following reasons: 
Aan dle clog 
o The task ts intimidating because there's no room for guesswork. 


During the exam’s multiple-choice sections, you can score points 
by making lucky. random guesses and by making so-called “edu- 
cated” guesses (by eliminating some answer choices). But it's 
impossible to fake your way through the essay sections. 


o Scoring the essays is so subjective. \t's difficult to know what the 
readers will reward you for and where you stand in relation to 
other test takers—or so you think. 


o Writing essays is such bard work. Organizing and composing an 
essay inherently requires far more activity, both mentally and physi- 
cally, than analyzing and answering a multiple-choice question. 


> There are so many possible essay questions but so little time to 
get ready for them. Since ETS has pre-disclosed all of the questions, 
you might feel you're at a competitive disadvantage unless you're 
ready for each and every one of them. And given a pool of 250 
questions, who has the time, let alone the brain power, to get 
ready for every single one? Not you—so you wonder why you 
should even bother trying. 


Take heart: Nearly all your peers experience similar insecurities about the 
GRE or GMAT writing tasks. And by picking up this book, you've taken an 
important first step toward overcoming your anxiety! 


SOME TESTING TERMINOLOGY YOU SHOULD KNOW 


GRE TerMINOLOGY 


www. petersons.com 


Throughout this book, I refer to various acronyms and other terms that 
test makers use and you should know. This first one is for GRE as well as 
GMAT test takers: 


ETS This is the nonprofit organization that creates the GRE and 
GMAT tests, administers the exams, and reports exam scores to the 
graduate schools. ETS also conducts ongoing research projects aimed 
at improving its tests. 


` 


GRE General Test or GRE (Graduate Record Exam). Sitting for this 
exam is a prerequisite for admission to many college and university ` 
graduate programs (Masters and Ph.D.). The GRE is designed to measure a 
broad range of verbal, quantitative, and analytical writing abilities. Remem- 
ber, the exam is offered only by computer now (except in some remote 
locations outside the U.S.). i 
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, NOTE? Do not confuse the GRE General Test wi 


knowledge of one particular academic fleld_GRE su 


+ tne oes 


Analytical Writing section. This is the section of the GRE that includes- . 


the two writing tasks. This test Section is new on the GRE as of October:--:-' 
“ 2002. i S e i 


7 l two writing tasks on the Analytical Writing section of the GRE. Through- 


out this book, I refer to it by the single word “Issue” (using an uppercase 
m). 


Analyze an Argument. This is the name of the other writing task on the 
Analytical Writing section of the GRE, Throughout this book, I refer to it 
by the single word “Argument” (using an uppercase “A"), 


GMAT Terminotocy 


GMAT CAT (Graduate Management Admission Test,.Com uter-Adaptive 
LYE ELS oer Siew 


fees i - e Pat Mno 
Test). Sitting for this exam is a prerequisite -for mathculsti Mat most 


GMAC (Graduate Management Admission Council). This policy-making 
Organization guides business schools in establishing their admission 
requirements and guidelines. GMAC also confers with ETS about possible 
refinements in the GMAT and about possible changes in policies and 
Procedures with respect to GMAT evaluation and Score reporting. GMAC 
is primarily comprised of administrators from various graduate manage- 
ment schools. 


AWA (Analytical Writing Assessment). This is the term that GMAC and 
ETS use in referring to the two GMAT essay sections as a unit and to the 
single score that ETS awards for both essays, 
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Analysis of an Issue. This is the name of one of the two GMAT essay 
tasks. Throughout this book, | refer to it by the single word “Issue” (using 
an uppercase “I"). 


Analysis of an Argument. This is the name of the other GMAT essay 
tasks. Throughout this book, I refer to it by the single word “Argument” 
(using an uppercase “A™). 


THE OFFICIAL “POOLS” OF GRE AND GMAT ESSAY 
QUESTIONS 


During your GRE (or GMAT) sitting, the computerized testing system will 
randomly select your Issue and Argument questions from a large database, 
or “pool.” CYou won't know beforehand which particular questions the 
testing system will. present to you.) ETS has predisclosed its complete pool 
of essay questions for each of the two exams. To get the greatest possible 
benefit from this book, especially from the sample essays in Parts 5-8, you 
should obtain your official list. They're available on line, and the GMAT list. 
is also available in print. (For details, see below.) 


Tre Poot or GRE Essay QueSTIONS . 


The official list (pool) of GRE Analytical Writing questions currently 
<; consists of 125 Issues and 125 Arguments. Here are three different ways to 
obtain the complete list: 


e View the list, free of charge and without registration, at the official 
GRE Web site (www.gre.org). Follow the link to the description of 
Derda eniyi the GRE Generali Test, then locate the description of the Analytical 
Writing section. There, you’ll find separate links to the list of Issues 
and list of Arguments. 


œ Link directly'to the Issue and Argument lists from my GRE Analyti- _ 
cal Writing Web site (www.west.net/~stewart/grewa). 


o The two lists might be available from ETS in printed form. For the 
latest information, check my update page at this book's Web site 
(wen. west. net/~stewart/ws). 


THE Poora -GMAT Essay QUESTIONS 


The official list (pool) of GMAT essay questions (fer the admissions year 
2001-02) consists of 125 Issues and 125 Arguments. Here are three 
different ways to obtain the list: 


ra 
~ - = 


* Download the list, free of charge and without registration, from the 
GMAC's official GMAT Web site (www.mba.com). The list is 
available only as a PDF (portable document format) file, not as an 

‘ 
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HTML file (Web page). A single file contains all 125 Arguments and 
125 Issues. The file is 38 pages in length; you'll find the Arguments 
on pages 1-25 and the Issues on pages 26-38. 


T s arero Bee laLa e 
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T NOTES 1 Tó view v the BDBiAle, you ibneed:Adobe’sderobat 
Reader software: In alk likelihood; dcrobar Reader isiaircady: a 
“et installéd: om your computers If itisn’t.you'lE find! instructions: 


res cere 
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s œ Download the PDF file described above via my GMAT Analytical 
. Bare i Writing Web site (www.west.net/~stewart/awa). 


ETS publishes the GMAT essay questions in a printed publication: 
The Official Guide for GMAT Review ($19.95). The questions are not 
published in the official GMAT Information Bulletin (free from ETS). 


WHAT YOU’LL LEARN FROM THIS BOOK 


This book is designed as a stand-alone resource for GRE and GMAT essay 
preparation. In Parts 1-4, you'll learn how to brainstorm, organize, and 
compose your best possible GRE or GMAT essays—all within the con- 
straints of the exam's testing environment. Then, in Parts 5-8, you'll learn 
how to apply what you read in Parts 1-4, by studying model responses to 
2 variety of Issues and Arguments from the official pools. 


Part } 


Part 1 is the primer, where you'll familiarize yourself with both essay 
sections (Issue and Argument). In Part.1, you'll learn: 
* Ground mules for the two essay sections 
« About typical Issues and Arguments 
e About the Writing Assessment computer interface 
i e What to expect of the exam’s special word processor 
*. How your essays are scored, evaluated, and reported 
At the end of Part 1, you'll perform two diagnostic writing tasks under 
simulated exam conditions. You'll then score your own essay by using the 


“official scoring criteria and by comparing your essays with scored essays 
composed by other test takers. 
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Paris 2 AND 3 


Parts 2 and 3 provide the basic training you need to score your best on 
the Issue essay and Argument essay, respectively. These rwo parts walk 


` you, step-by-step, through the process of: 


e Analyzing the Issue (or Argument), to ensure your ideas are the type 
that the readers reward with a top score 


* Outlining and organizing your essay to achieve a cohesive productin which 
your ideas flow logically and coherently from one to the next 


Aliocating your time to ensure a good balance between depth and 
breadth, so that you don’t end up with a truncated essay, a rough-draft, 
or an outline-only essay: =." j 
Part 2 also provides brainstorming suggestions and resources for the Issue 
essay to help ensure that you're not caught without anything to say about 


wns issue at Han’. Part 3 also goes ato great depth about the various 


‘osical fallacies and oiser reast niag crobiems that the est makers iid 
into GRE and GMAT Arguments and that you must rez >2ni-~ pe ae 
score high on your Argument essay. You'll learn how -~ isu. 38 Cac TY, i 


-of problem in an articulate manner, thereby leaving 2 distinctly positive 


PART 4 


impression on the reader. 


In scoring your essays, GRE and GMAT readers take into account not just 
your ideas but also how effectively your words, phrases, and sentences 


- communicate those ideas. To ensure yourself a top score, you should 


strive to demonstrate the-following to the reader: 


»* An appropriately mature writing style 


‘e Good control of the elements of standard written English (grammar, 


PARTS 9, 0, Z; AND 


sentence construction, and sentence sense) 


e A solid command of the English language through proper diction (word ` 
choice and usage) and idioms 


Part 4 contains a style guide, a- grammar review, and vocabulary, usage, 
and idiom tips to help you accomplish everything in the above list. 


8 


_... Parts 5-8 contain responses to some of the Issuegand Arguments from the 
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official GRE and GMAT. pools. (Parts 5 and G are for GRE test takers only, 
Parts 7 and 8 are for GMAT test takers only.) As you read these essayS, 
keep in mind they were not composed under timed conditions. Also, I did 
quite a bit of fine-tuning to make them better models for you to study, So 
don’t be concerned if your essays aren't as polished as mine. Be realistic 
about what you can produce under exam conditions. 
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How to Use the Essays in Parts 5-8 . 
My essays are intended to Provide you with substantive, organizational, 
and style ideas for composing your essays. There’s nothing wrong with 
borrowing ideas, reasons, and transitional phrases from my samples and 


ideas, arguments, and Phrases, Do try, however, to include your own 
examples, especially in your Issue essay, and be sure that.in: both essays 
you express your ideas in VOUr Own. words. 


How Not to Use the Essays in Parts 5-8. . 
Whatever you do; do not try t memorize my essays. Why not? The toni 
number of questions inthe official pool is more than six times the number 


this book, and they'll be on the lookout for plagiarism, 


{w 


Matching the Essays to the Questions in the Official Pool 


questions. Th: fore, for your reference, in the first Paragraph of each 
essay, I recar’ ate the Issue or Argument at hand. 
Nevertheless, if you have access to the official pool, you should by all 


IN Essay to its question, refer to the essay’s number, which corresponds to 
ifs position in the Official pool (at the time this book goes to print). For 
example, an -ssay that is labeled “Issue No. 13” would correspond to the 
thirteenth issue in the official list. (The questions in the official tists are 
not numbered, so you should generate 2 printout of the lists, then number 
the’ tions on your printout.) 


NOTE! From time to time, the test makers might change the 
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES FOR GRE AND GMAT 
ANALYTICAL WRITING 


. Although this book is your best single resource for GRE and GMAT essay 
preparation, it should not necessarily be your only resource. If you have 
more time to get ready for your exam, supplement this book with one of 
my other two Analytical Writing test-prep books (both published by 
Peterson's): 


GRE—Answers to the Real Essay Questions. This book contlins my 
essays for all 250 official GRE questions (125 Issues, 125 Arguments). 
More information is available at the book's Internet Edition 

(www. west.net/~stewart/prewa). 


GMAT CAT—Answers to the Real Essay Questions. The book’s 
second edition contains model essays for 230 official GMAT questions 
(115 Issues, 115 Arguments). More information is available at the 
book's Internet Edition (www-west.nel/~stewart/awa),. 


ICONIC SYMBOLS USED IN THIS BOOK 


Throughout this book, you'll encounter the following symbols: 
Hil! denotes material that applies only to the GRE 


“E41 denotes materia! that applies only to the GMAT 
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level entrance exam programs. His books on GMAT, LSAT, and GRE 
preparation continue to be top-sellers among aspiring business, law, and 
graduate students. His other book-length publications for graduate-level 


_admijssions include GRE-LSAT-GMAT-MCAT Reading Comprehension 
. Workbook, GMAT CAT—Answers to the Real Essay Questions, Teach 


Yourself the GMAT CAT in 24 Hours, Teach Yourself the GRE tn 24 


_ Hours, 30 Days to the LSAT, 30 Days to the GM4T CAT, GRE-LSAT Logic 


Workbook, GRE—Answers to the Real Essay Questions, and Perfect 
Personal Statements—Law', Business, Medical, Graduate School (all 
published by Peterson’s). 
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Part 1 
ALL THE FACTS ABOUT GRE 


AND GMAT ANALYTICAL WRITING 


t ere, in Part 1, you'll familiarize yourself with both of the. GRE 


and then you'll score your own essays using the official scoring criteria. 


GRE AND GMAT ANALYTICAL WRITI NG—AT A GLANCE 


.Wuat’s Coveren 

Present Your Perspective on.an Issue (GRE) or Analysis of an 
Issue (GMAT) 

In this essay, you adopt a position on a given issue of broad intellecrual 
interest and support that position with reasons and/or examples. 


Analyze an Argument (GRE) or Analysis of an Argument (GMAT) 
In this essay, you analyze a paragraph-length argument, pointing out and 


evidence, and internal logic. - 


Essay Topic SeLecnon 


The computerized testing system will select your topics randomly from its 
large poot of Issue statements and Arguments, 


GRE . 

The system will Present two Issue topics, one of which you'll choose for 
your Issue writing task. However, you won't have a choice when it comes 
to the Argument.task: the System will randomly select only one Argument 
to which you must respond, 


GMAT 
The system will present to you one Issue statement and one Argument to 
which you must respond. You won't be able to select among choices. 


terson’s B Writing Skills for the | 9 www petersons. coms 3 
RE/GMAT Tests . 


Time Attowep 


GROUND Rules 


Sxius Testep 
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GRE 
45 minutes for the issue writing task 
30 minutes for the Argument writing task 


GMAT 
30 minutes for the Issue writing task 
30 minutes for the Argument writing task 


- No break is provided berween the two writing tasks. 


. The testing system does not allow you to spend more than 45 minutes 


(GRE) or 30 minutes (GMAT) on the Issue writing task, nor does it 
allow you to spend more than 30 minutes on the Argument writing 
task. f i f 


- The testing system does not allow you to return to the first writii:g 


task once you've moved on to the second task. But if you've finishec 
the first-one-early, you-can proceed immediately to the second one at 
your option. 


. Scratch paper and pencils are provided (just as for the multiple-choice - 


sections). 


. The testing system might present the tv'o tasks to you in either order. 


. On the GMAT, you must use the word processor built into the testing 


system to compose your essays. On the GRE, you can either use the 


.. testing system’s built-in word processor or submit your responses in 


handwritten form. 


. The testing system imposes no word limit on cither response. (The 


only limitation on length is the practical limitation associated with 
your time limit.) 


Content 
Your ability to present cogent, persuasive, and relevant ideas and argu- 
ments through sound reasoning and relevant:supporting examples 


Organization 
Your ability to present your ideas in an organized and cohesive fashion 
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“Language 
Your control of the English language as demonstrated by your vocabulary, 
use of idioms, and diction (word choice and usage) 


Mechanics 
Your facility with the conventions of standard written English, including 
grammar and syntax (sentence structure). 
et Po ce eran EERO create: sees awa yaer cre a AE ole SSS Bsa 
NOTES Your essays: won't be evaluated: based on'spelling-andé". $: 
* spuncuatoninless you make many such errors and! thoy ierta he 


tite g 


: sSeith: Your-ability-to: communicate, your ideas effectively. 


(The built-ins. 
word’ processor does not include either spell-checker ora 
grammar-checker.), 7 au Se NA 
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SCORING SYSTEM 


Each of your two essays is evaluated on a scale of 0-6 (0, 1, 2, 3, 4,5, or 
6), 6 being the highest possible score, based on the skill areas listed above. 
You'll receive a single Analytical Writing score, which is an average of the 
individual scores. 


THE ISSUE WRITING TASK 


The Issue task is designed to test your ability to present a position on an 
issue effectively and persuasively, Your task is to analyze the statement 
Presented, considering various Perspectives, and to develop your own 


the reader will considér-how effectively you: 


* Recognize and deal with the complexities and implications of the 
issue 


* Organize, develop, and express your ideas 
_« Support your ideas (with reasons and exampies) 


* Control the elements of standard written English 


NOTE: For the Issue writing task, there is no “correct” or 
“best” answer or Perspective on an Issue. In other words, 
what's important is how effectively you Present and support 
your position, not what your position is, 
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Junat GRE ann GMAT Issues Look Like 


Your GRE or GMAT issue will consist of two elements: 
© A brief directive (description of your task) 
e A 1-2 sentence statement of opinion on an issue 


The statement will appear as a quotation Gin quotation marks). On the 
GRE, the directive precedes the topic; on the GMAT. it follows the topic. 
Here are two samples that are similar to Issues in the official pools 
‘(although vou won't encounter either one on vour exam): 


Bil A Typical GRE Issue 
Present your perspective on the following issue; use relevant reasons 
and/or examples to support you viewpoint. 


“In order to achieve greatness in a particular field-—whether it be in 
` the arts, sciences, or politics—any individual must challenge tradition 
and the conventional wisdom of the time.” 


Wall A Typical GMAT Issue 
“No business should sacrifice the quality of its products or services 
for the sake of maximizing profits.” f 


ln your view, how accurate is the foregoing statement? Use reasons 
and/or examples from your experience, observation, and/or reading 
to explain your viewpoint. 


Uhe GRE Issue Directive 
The directive for every GRE Issue in the official pool is exactly the same 
(essentially as indicated above). 


The GMAT Issue Directive 
The directives for the Issues in the official GMAT pool are all similar, yet 
they are not all exactly the same. All but a handful of Issues in the pool 
include essentially one of the following directives: 


a Discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with this statement 


e Assess the accuracy of this statement 


= ~ - e 


se -æ Explain the meaning of this quotation (or statement) 


The first directive listed appears most frequently. But remember: Regard- 

“Jess of the particular directive, your task is essentially the same for any one 
of the pool's Issues—take 2 position on the Issue and support that position 
with reasons and/or examples. 
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ge NOTES. Directives forapproximately ten Issues in the GMAT. pool are 
“more idiosyncratic and: specific ta the statement given. Be orr the 

; lookour for them in.the. official. pool; and if the testing system deals: 

i you. one of these, be sure: thar your essay. responds specifically to. ttiar. 

t directive. — me ens bgt sa meee 


Tyres oF Issues. in THE OFFiciAL.Poots 
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GRE and GMAT Issue statements are designed to cover a broad spectrum 
* of issues of intellectual interest and with which college and graduate-level 
students often deal. 


Common Themes Among GRE Issues 


The topics in the official GRE Issue pool share many common themes. 
Although each Issue statement in the pool is unique, the basic themes 
cover a lot of common ground. Here’s a list of themes that cover most of 
the statements in the pool (listed here in no particular order): 


* Conformity and tradition versus individuality.and innovation 

e Practicality and utility versus creativity and personat enrichment 
* The importance of cultural identity (customs, rituals, and ideals) 
e Keys to individual success and progress 

* Keys to societal progress and how we define it 


© How we obtain or advance knowledge and what constitutes 
knowledge or advancement of knowledge . 


e The objectives and methods of formal education 
© The value of studying history 


* The impact of technology on society and on individuals 


The sorts of people society considers heroes or great leaders 


« The function and'value of art and science (for individuals and for 
society) i" Te 


The proper role of government, business, and individuals in 
ensuring the well-being of sociery 

Considered collectively, the GRE Issue topics involve virtually all areas of 
mainstream academic inquiry— including sociology, anthropology, history, 
- education, law and government, political science, economics, philosophy, 
the physical and behavioral sciences, the tine arts, and the pertorming arts. 
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PART 1 


Some GRE Issue statements focus on one Paruicular area. Others are 
cross-disciplinary in nature, embracing two or more areas. The sample you 
encountered earlier is one example of a cross-disciplinan: Issuc. Here's 
another simulated Cross-disciplinary statement. This one embraces the arts 
and the sciences as well as raising certain Philosophical issues about the 
nature of truth and knowledge: 


“The objective of science is largely opposed to that of art: while 
science seeks to discover truths. art seeks to obscure them.” 


Here's another simulated cross-disciplinary Issue statement. This one 
embraces a variety of other areas, including public policy, government, 
international politics, and business: 


“The only way to ensure that our natural environment will be 
Protected and preserved is through government penalties and other 
regulatory measures. No society can rely on the voluntary efforts of 
its individuals and private businesses to achieve these objectives.” 


Keep in mind: The GRE testing system will present two Issues to you, and 


‘you'll select either one for your writing task. Moreover, the systern’s 


algorithm for selecting topics is designed to present two Issue statements 
that differ from each other in terms of area of focus. These features help 
ensure that no test taker, regardless of undergraduate curriculum, is at an 
unfair disadvantage when it comes to the Issue writing task. 


omrmon Themes Among GMAT Issues 
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Although each statement in the official GMAT pool is distinct, many of the 
Statements cover similar thematic ground. I've categorized the statements 
below according to theme, from more common to less common (under- 
standably, more topics involve business issues than any other type): 


° Business—organizational Structure/behavior, management 
e Culture and social mores, altitudes, values 

* Business productivity, efficiency, and teamwork 

* Business—labor and employment issues 

è Education—its overall role and objectives 

e Government's role in ensuring the welfare of its, citizens 

e Technology and its impact on business and society 

e Keys to individual success 

* Business—its overall role and objectives in sociery 

* Business ethics 


e Personal qualities and values 
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e Government's role in regulating business, commerce, speech 
e “Global village” issues 
.. Bureaucracy and “the system” 

° Business—advertising and marketing 

e Learning lessons from history . 


¢ Individual power and influence 


` These categories are not mutually exclusive; in other words, many Issues er 
can fall into more than one category. The sample issue you. encountered 


earlier involves two of the categories listed above: business ethics and the 
objectives of business. Here it is again: 


“No business should sacrifice the quality of its products or:services 
for the sake of maximizing profits.” 


Here are two more simulated statements that embrace more than one 
thematic area. The first involves cultural norms and values as well as 
business advertising, while the second embraces three areas—the role of 
education, the role of government, and cultural values: 


“In today’s advertising-oriented society, most people, ironically, are hap- 
pier when they have fewer goods and services trom which to choose.” 


“It is up to parents and educators, not government, to instill in young 
people a nation’s most cherished values.” 


Orrictat DIRECTIONS AND GUIDELINES FOR THE IssuE WaitinG Task 


During your pre-test computer. tutorial (before you begin the timed test), 
the testing system will review the directions for each exam section. For 
the Issue writing task, the system will present to you one “screen” of 
directions and guidelines Specific to the Issue task. The screen will 
describe the task in general and indicate the four general scoring Criteria. 
Here’s essentially what you'll see on this screen: 


This writing task is designed to test your ability to present a position 
on an issue effectively and persuasively. Your task is to analyze the 
issue presented, considering various Perspectives, and to develop 


your Own position on the issue. In scoring your Issue essay, readers 
will consider how effectively vou: 


* Recognize and deal with the complexities and implications of 
the issue 


* Organize, develop, and express your ideas 
* Support your ideas (with reasons and examples) 


* Control the elements of standard written English 
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The screen will also indicate rules and guidelines for the Issue wrting 
task. Here's essentially what you'll see further down the screen: 


e 


Your time limit is 45 minutes (30 minutes on the GMAT). 
Writing on any topic other than the one presented is unacceptable. 


The topic will appear as a brief statement on an issue of general 
interest. 


You are free to accept, reject. or qualify the statement. 


You should support your perspective with reasons and/or examples 
from such sources as your experience, observation, reading, and 
academic studies. 


You should take a few minutes to plan your response before you 
begin typing. 

You should leave time to reread your response and make any , 
revisions you think are needed. 


; EAA ee ore y7 nas iets) 
“NOTE: You. can access these directions PPE eE me 
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' “time ‘during the Issue: writing task’by at on a thewHELE/ mS, 
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THE ARGUMENT WRITING TASK 


The Argument writing task is designed to test your critical-reasoning skills 
as well as your writing skills. Your task is to critique the stated Argument 
in terms of its cogency (logical soundness) and in terms of the strength of 
the evidence offered in support of the argument. in scoring your Argu- 
ment essay, GRE and GMAT readers will consider how effectively you: - 


www.petersons. coni 


e Identify and analyze the key elements of the argument 


* Organize, develop, and express your critique 


e Support your ideas (with reasons and examples) 


e Control the elements of standard written English 


War GRE, AND GMAT Arguments Look Like 


Your GRE or GMAT Argument will consist-of two eléments: 


-e A paragraph-length passage (which presents the argument itself) 


e A brief directive (description of your task) 
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The Passage 
The Argument will indicate its hypothetical source (e.g. a memo, editorial, 
advertisement, or speech) and then Provide the argument itself—as 4 


MEI! A Typical GMAT Argument’ 
' The folowing appeared in a regional business magazine: 


“Yoga Essentials, 2 smali “retail store located in the town of 
‘Mountcrest, has remained in business for about a decade 
without advertising in Mountcrest's local newspaper. Now Yoga 
Essentials is offering franchise Opportunities in other areas. In 
the nearby town of Lakeview, there iS an even greater number 


able investment.” 


Pease O ENA Typical GRE Argument 
The following is taken from an editorial appearing in 1 local 
newspaper: 


“An increasing percentage of new graduates from this state's 
colleges and universities are finding jobs in other States. Lf this 


businesses in the state should favor recent College graduates 
Over other job applicants when hiring new employees,” 


he Directive 
On the GRE, the directive immediately Precedes the passage and is the 
Same for every Argument in the official GRE Pool. The directive is essen- 
tially us follows: 


Discuss how well reasoned you find the argument below, 
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On the GMAT, a more detailed directive immediately follows the passage 
and is the same for every Argument in the official GMAT pool. The 
directive is essentially as follows: 


Discuss how well reasoned you find this argument. In vour discussion, 
be sure to analyze the line of reasoning and the use of evidence in the 
argument. For example, you may need to consider what questionable 
assumptions underlie the thinking and what alternative explanations or 
counterexamples might weaken the conclusion. You can also discuss 
what sort of evidence would strengthen or refute the argument, what 
changes in the argument would make it more logically sound, and 
what, if anything. would help you better evaluate its conclusion. 


OrriciaL DIRECTIONS AND GUIDELINES FOR THE ARGUMENT Waitinc Task 


During your pre-test computer tutorial (before you begin the timed test), 
the testing system will provide directions for all exam sections, in turn. 
For the Argument writing task, the system will present to you two 
“screens” of directions and guidelines specific to that task. 
eee oe Cur arcte “SAAR Geena Fe CR eT RY ARES 
i “NOTES sYouican access s these-direstions na: pudenes a zanyatime.. y 
iduringthe'Argument writing t task: “by: ene onthe: TELS DIRECTIONS , 
“button. , a ; 


Screen 1 (General Guidelines and Suggestions) 
The first screen will describe the task in general and indicate the four general 
scoring criteria. Here's essentially what you'll see on the screen: 


This writing task is designed to test your critical-reasoning skills as 
well as your writing skills. Your task is to critique the stated argu- 
ment in terms of its logical soundness and in terms of the strength of 
the evidence offered in support of the argument. In scoring your 
Argument essay, the reader will consider how effectively you: 


e Identify and analyze the key elements of the argument 
« Organize, develop, and express your critique 
-- e Suppor your ideas (with reasons and examples) _ 
+ Control the elements of standard written English 


“itis oie o l he-sereen will then indicate rules and guidelines for the Argument 
writing task. Here’s essentially what you'll see further down the screen: 


* Your time limit is 30 minutes. 
e You must critique the logical soundness of the argument presented. 


e A critique of any other argumentis unacceptable. 
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e You should take a few minutes to plan your response before you 
begin typing. 


e You should develop your ideas fully and organize them in a 
coherent manner. 


e You should leave time to reread your response and make any 
revisions you think are needed. 
' [Screen 2 (Specific Gyidelines for Critiquing the Argument) 


The second screen will indicate specific guidelines for critiquing the 
Argument. Here's essentially what you'll see on the screen: 


e You are not being asked to agree or disagree with any of the 
statements in the argument. 


e You should analyze the argument’s line of reasoning. 


You should consider questionable assumptions underlying the 
argument. 


e You should consider the extent to which the evidence presented 
- supports the argument’s conclusion. ` 


e You may discuss what additional evidence would help strengthen 
or refute the argument. 


e You may discuss what additional information, if any, would help 
you to evaluate the argument’s conclusion. 


The ARGUMENT Wrmne Task Is Very DIFFERENT FROM THE Issue WRMNG TASK 


Do not confuse the Argument writing task with the Issue task. Although 
both are designed to measure your general analytic and writing skills, 
that’s where the similarity ends. 


For the Argument Task, Your “Perspective” Doesn’t Matter—At All! 
The Argument section is not the place to present your own opinions about 
an issue that the Argument might involve. Your analysis must focus strictly 
on the Argument’s logical features and on its evidence. Consider, for 
example, the second of the two Arguments you encountered a few pages 
back (about Giant Industries). An Issue topic involving the economic and 
employment trends cited in the Argument might call for you to present 
various viewpoints about who should take responsibility for ensuring full 
employment or equal job opportunities. But such viewpoints are irrelevant 
to the Argument task, in which vou must focus strictly on the internal 
cogency (logical soundness) of the Argument. 
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For the Argument Task, Your Specific Analysis Does Matter—A Lot! 


sry 
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In your Issue essay, vou are free to accept, reject, or qualify the statement 
at hand; there is no “correct” or “best” response. On the other hand, in 


` designing the Arguments. the test maker makes sure to incorporate into 


each one certain reasoning problems (fallacies and other flaws) for you to 
identify and address in vour essay. That's what the Argument writing task 
is all about. Should you fail to identify and address these built-in problems, 
you won't attain 2 high score. 

A typical GRE or GMAT Argument will contain at least three or four 
discrete reasoning flaws. Here’s a list of the ones that appear most 
frequently in the official GRE and GMAT Arguments: 


e Confusing a cause-and-effect relationship with a mere correlation o! 
temporal] sequence 


e Drawing a weak analogy between two things 
< Relying on a potentially unrepresentative statistical sample 
¢ Relying on potentially tainted results from a survey or poll 


e Assuming that a certain condition is necessary and/or sufficient for 
a certain outcome 


e Assuming that characteristics of a group apply to each group 
member (or vice versa} 


e Assuming that all things remain unchanged over time 


Be forewarned: Not all GRE and GMAT Arguments are created equal. In 
some of them, the logical flaws seem to jump off the page (or screen) at 


-~ YOu, one at a time, while in others, the flaws are intertwined or hidden 


from clear view, making it especially challenging to extract, separate, and 
organize them. And there are no guarantees that the test will deal you a 
favorable hand. But who said life is fair? At least you have this book to 
help even the playing field. 


ws 


ANOTE: In Pan 3, yown -Jearn to recognize and handle each of the - 
“flaws umeda above ‘and amas as wal. arin 
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THE ANALYTICAL WRITING COMPUTER INTERFACE 


The Analytical Writing computer interface has a lot in common with the 


interface for the multiple-choice sections of the GRE and GMAT. At the 
top of the screen, you'll see: 


* The time remaining (in minutes) for the current writing task 
© The name of the test 
*- The task number (either r or 2) 

At the bottom of the screen, you'll see: 

t 


. -° A QUIT TEST button (to stop and cancel your test) 


* An EXIT SECTION button (to move ahead to the second writing 


task or to the other exam sections if you've completed the second 
task) 


e A TIME button (to display time remaining to the nearest second) 


* A HELP button (to display directions for using the word processor 
and the toolbar buttons and for responding to the writing topics) 


° A NEXT burton (to proceed to the second writing task if you've 
completed the first one before the allotted time) 


Don’t worry: to prevent you from unintentionally quitting the test or 
exiting a section, the test will Prompt you to confirm these actions. 


The ANAtynicaL Writinc Computer TUTORIAL 


Before you begin the first section of your timed GRE or GMAT, the testing 
system will lead you through a series of multi-section tutorials -for the 
various exam sections. The Analytical Writing tutorial consists of several 


sections, each of which leads you through a series of screens. During the 
tutorial, you'll learn: 


e How to use the mouse 

e How to scroll the screen display up and down 

* How to use the toolbar buttons (at the bottom of the screen) 
* How to use the built-in word processor 


You won't have the Option of skipping any section or any screen, and the 
system will require you to demonstrate competence in using the various 
computerized features before you can begin the actual test. You can also 


Practice using the word processor, at your option, before beginning the 
timed test, 
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FEATURES AND LIMITATIONS OF THE Word PROCESSOR 
Built into the Analytical Writing testing system is a bare-bones word 
processor. It lacks many of the sophisticated features of its commercial 
counterparts to eliminate any advantage test takers who use certain 
software might hold over other test takers. Here’s a look at the features 
and limitations of the testing system's word processor. 


Navigation and Editing—Available Keyboard Commands 
Here are the navigational and editing keys available in the testing system's 
built-in word processor: 


Backspace removes the character to the left of the cursor. 
Delete removes the character to the right of the cursor. 
Home moves the cursor to the beginning of the line. 

End moves the cursor to the end of the’line. 
Arrow Keys move the cursor up, down, left, or right. 
Enter inserts a paragraph break (starts a new line). 
Page Up moves the cursor up one page (screen). 
Page Down moves the cursor down one page (screen). 


Common Keyboard Commands Not Available 
Certain often-used features of standard word-processing programs are not 
available in the testing system's word processor. For example, no keyboard 
commands are available for: 


TAB—disabled (does not function) 
Beginning/end of paragraph (not available) 
aia lege of document (not available) 
NOTE: Since TAB:is disabled, signify: anew v paragraph with’ 
line: Doak hit the: Eater rT twice). ; 


Mouse-Driven Editing Functions 
-- Cut, Paste, and Undo 

In addition to editing keys, the resting system’s word processor includes 
mouse-driven CUT (but not “copy”), PASTE, and UNDO. To cut text, select 
the text you wish to cut with your mouse. To paste, position the mouse 
pointer at the desired insertion spot, then click yqur mouse. Drag-and-drop 
cut-and-paste is not available. Also, the GRE word processor stores only 
your most recent cut, paste, or undo. 
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NOTE: The testing system's. word processor does not include x _ 
COPY function. (The. test maker wants. to. dissuade: test takers fro 
using: shortcuts .to.compose lengthy essays and: to ensure: fairness tort py 
-GRE: test: takers who submit handwritten: responses.) If. yOu: Wank. tOr; a 
‘copy. certain: text, first cut the text; and immediately paste ir back im” xi 


‘the s same position;. then. move the cursor and’ paste: the. sameter. TES 
: elsewhére:i in: S document as: needed: snenie iin, EN pear ipr 
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The Vertical Scroll Bar 

Once you key in 10 lines or sq, you'll have to scroll to view your entire 
response. If you don’t know how to scroll, the computer tutorial preced- 
ing the test will show you how. For the Argument task, a vertical scroll: 
bar will also appear to the right of the topic itself. Be sure to scroll all the 
way down to make sure that you've read the entire Argument. 


Fonts, Attributes, Hyphenation, and Special Characters 
The testing system's word processor does not allow you to choose 
typeface or point size. Automatic hyphenation is not available. Attributes 


- such as bold, italics, and underlining are not available, nor are special 


characters that do not appear on a standard computer keyboard. 


Substitutes for Attributes and Special Characters 

As for words you would otherwise italicize or underline (such as titles or 
foreign words), it's okay to leave them as is, just as I did in my essays in 
Parts 5-8. To signify an em-dash, use either rwo hyphens (—) or one 
hyphen with a space both before and after it ( - ). 


Spell-Checking and Grammar-Checking 
The testing system's word processor does not include either 2 spell- 
checking or grammar-checking function. 


ipting to Submit Handwritten Responses (GRE Only) 
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Although GMAT test takers must compose their essays on a word-proces- 
sor, GRE test takers may elect to submit handwritten responses instead. 
GRE readers are not predisposed to award different scores (either higher 
or lower) for handwritten essays. If you're not sure which means you 
would be more comfortable with, use a word processor for at least two 
practice essays, then try handwriting two essays. Also consider the 
following: 


e [f you're an especially slow typist, handwriting your essays may 
actually be more efficient. 


e If your handwriting borders on illegible, you should word-process 
your essays. Remember: During the timed exam, you'll need to 
write quickly, and your penmanship might suffer. 
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+ With the word processor, vou'll have a far easier time revising an 
essay and correcting errors. (f you have difficulty organizing or 
expressing vour ideas without “rweaking” vour first draft, you're 
better off word-processing your essavs.) 


e You elect to submit handwritten essays at the time you register 
(make an appointment) for the GRE General Test. Otherwise, vou 
must word-process your essays. 


© If vou submit handwritten essays. scoring vour essays and reporting 
any GRE scores to you or to the schools may take up to six weeks 
(rather than 10-15 days if you word-process your essays). 


If you decide to submit handwritten GRE essays, keep in mind these 
procedural points: 


+ For each writing task, the testing supervisor will provide a special 
lined paper for writing your essays. The supervisor will also supply 
scratch paper. 


e To write your essays, you'll use the black pen provided to you at 
the testing center. 


e For each writing task, the supervisor will personally inform you 
when your time limit has expired. 


ESSAY EVALUATION AND SCORING 


Shortly after the exam, both of your essays will be evaluated, and one 

single Analytica} Writing score (not two separate scores) on a scale from 0 

to 6 will be awarded and then reported to you and to the schools to 

which you have directed your score report. This section explains the `~ 

evaluation, scoring, and reporting process. 

. “NOTE: -Some-of the: ‘details differ: oine whe exam: ioir a 
icin, ‘sO 9 focus on Tore tharapply-to:you:” 
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-Evatuamion BY GRE AND GMAT Reapers 
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Within a short time after the test (10-15 days), your two Analytical Writing 
essays will be evaluated by “readers"—college and university faculty 
members that ETS commissions and trains specifjcally for this purpose. 


-GRE and GMAT readers are drawn from‘various academic areas—most 


from the fields of English and Communications. 

For the GRE, two readers will read and score your Issue essay, and two 
different readers will read and score your Argument essay. For either essay, if 
the rwo readers’ scores differ by more than one point, an additional, very 
experienced reader will read that essay and adjudicate the discrepancy. 
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SCORING CRITERIA 


For the GMAT, one reader will read and score your Issue essay, and 
another reader will read and score your Argument essay. In addition, a 
computerized rating system called £-Rater will score each essay. For either 
essay, if the human reader's score differs from E-Rater’s score by more 
than one point, an additional, very experienced human reader will read 
and score that essay (and your final score will average the two human 
readers’ scores for that essay). 

Each reader evaluates your writing independently, and no reader is 
informed of any other's evaluation. All readers employ the same socalled 

* “holistic” grading method, by which the reader assigns a single score from 
O to 6 (0, 1, Z, 3, 4, 5, or 6) based on the overall quality of your writing. 
In other words, instead of awarding separate sub-scores for’cOntent, 
Organization, writing style, use of language, and mechanics, the reader will 
consider how effective your essay is as.a whole—accounting for all these 
factors (but see the note below). 


NOTE: Readers are instructed. to- focus. primarily on your ideas and 
analytic logic: and.on how. well:you've organized your thoughts. The 
readers will consider your use: of language and’ your writing mechan- _ 
ics only to the-extent that they impede the clarity of your writing—in. 
order to ensure fairness toward ESL (English as a second language) 

_ test takers, DORES 
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GRE and GMAT readers follow the same official scoring criteria. All readers 
are trained by ETS in applying these scoring criteria. Here are the essential 
requirements for top-scoring “6" essays (notice that you can attain a top 
score of 6 even if your essays contain minor errors in grammar, word 
usage, spelling, and punctuation) 


he Issue Writing Task—Requirements for a Score of 6 (Outstanding) 


e The essay develops a Position on the issue through the use of incisive 
reasons and persuasive examples. 


The essay's ideas are conveyed clearly and articulately. 


The essay maintains proper focus on the issue and is well organized. 


The essay demonstrates proficiency, Muency, and maturity in its use of 
sentence structure, vocabulary, and idiom. 


The essay demonstrates an excellent command of the elements of 
standard written English, including grammar. word usage, spelling, and 
punctuation—but may contain minor tlaws in hese areas. 
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The Argument Writing Task—Requirements for a Score of 6 


(Outstanding) 


ve bts Stet 


e The essay identifies the key features of the argument and analyzes cach 


one in a thoughtful manner. 


e The essay supports cach point of critique with insightful reasons and 
examples. 


e The essay develops its ideas in a clear, organized manner, with appropri- 
ate transitions to help connect ideas. 


° The essay demonstrates proficiency, fluency, and maturity in its use of 
sentence structure, vocabulary, and idiom. 


a The essay demonstrates an. excellent command of the elements of 
standard written English, including grammar, word usage, spelling, and 
punctuation—but may contain minor flaws in these areas. 


The criteria for lower scores are the same as the ones suggested above; 
the only difference is that the standard for quality decreases for succes- 
sively lower See. 


’ “NOTE: “The ETS scoring criteria for all six score ‘levels are d published : 
in the official ‘GRE and GMAT- bulletins as well astdirectly at sthe » Eee 
-official GRE and GMAT Web sites. fat ere 
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COMPUTERIZED RATING OF GMAT Essays 
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While two human readers evaluate your GMAT essays (one reader per 
essay), a Computer program called E-Rater will evaluate your essays-‘for ~-~ 
grammar, syntax (sentence structure), repetitiveness (overuse of the same 
phrases). sentence length, and spelling. In many respects, E-Rater is similar 
to the grammar- and spell-checkers built into popular word-processing 
programs such as Word and WordPerfect. However, E-Rater is custom- 
designed for ETS to weigh certain criteria more heavily than other criteria. 
For instance, very little weight is given to minor mechanical errors (e.g., in 
punctuation and spelling). Also, E-Rater overlooks so-called “gray” areas of 


- grammar (e.g., use of the passive voice) and flags certain problems (e.g., 


repetitiveness) that off-the-shelf checkers might not. Of course, E-Rater is 
only useful to a point. It cannot evaluate your ideas or how persuasively 
you've presented and supported those ideas. That's what human readers 
are for. 


cm = 


NOTE: According to the testing service, the Hin readers’ anods re 
ie ERater’s combined evaluation takes into:account more tan 50, i 
“structural and linguistic criteria altogether. 
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CALCULATION OF Your ANaLyTicAL Writinc Score 


AS-noted earlier, your final Analytical Writing score is an average based on 
the readers’ individual scores (and, for the GMAT, E-Rater’s score as well). 
Average scores falling midway between half-point intervals are rounded up. 


Computation of GRE Analytical Writing Scores 
Here are the specific steps involved in catculating your GRE Analytical 
Writing. score: 


« 1. Two readers will read and score your Issue essay, and two 
different readers will read and score your Argument essay. Each 
reader will award a Single score on a Seale of 0- 6 in whole-point 
intervals (6 is highest). 


2. For each essay, in the event of a score discrepancy greater than 
one point, 2 third, very experienced reader will read the essay 
and adjudicate the discrepancy (i.¢., determine your final score 
for that essay). 


3. For each essay, your final score is the average of the scores 
awarded by the two readers (or the adjudicated score awarded 
by the third reader). 


4. Your final Analytical Writing score is the average Of your final 


scores for each essay; scores are rounded up to the nearest 
half-peint, 


Here’s an example showing how the GRE essay-scoring system works: 


5 Reader A's evaluation of the Issue essay 
4° Reader B's evaluation of the Issue essay 
-5 Final score for the Issue essay 


4 

3 Reader C's evaluation of the Argument essay 
5 Reader D's evaluation of the Argument essay 
4 Reader E's adjudicated score 

4 Final score for the Argument essay 

4 


2 Final Analytical Writing score 


NOTE: In this example, the average of the two final scores (4.25) has 
been rounded up to the nearest half-point interval (4.5). 
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Computation of GMAT Analytical Writing Scores 


Here are the specific steps involved in calculating your GMAT Analytical 
Writing score: 


1. One human reader will read and score your Issue essay, and a 
different human reader will read and score your Argument essay. 
Each reader will award a single score on a scale of 0-6 in 
whole-point intervals (6 is highest). 


2. E-Rater wil} also evaluate and award a score of 0-6 for each essay. 


3, For cither essay if the human reader's score differs from E-Rater's 
score by more than one point, then a second human reader will 
read and score the essay (and E-Rater's score for that essay will 
be disregarded). 


4. For each essay, your final score is the average of the scores awarded 
by the human reader and E-Rater (or by the second human reader). 


5. Your final Analytical Writing score is the average of your two 
final scores for your individual essays; scores are rounded up to 
the nearest half-point. 


Here’s an example showing how the GMAT essay-scoring system works: 


4 Reader A's evaluation of the Issue essay 

2 E-Rater’s evaluation of the Issue essay 

3 Reader B's evaluation of the Issue essay 
.5 Final score for the Issue essay 


3 

3 Reader C’s evaluation of the Argument essay 

3 _ERater's evaluation of the Argument essay 
Final score for the Argument essay 


3.5 Final Cee AR score 


p yota 


NOTE: In: this example, a: a second’ human reader. evaluated hedissue ` 


a up to 3. 5). 


‘Your PERCENTILE RANKING 
Just as for each multiple-choice section of the GRE and GMAT, you'll receive 
a percentile rank, from 0-99 percent, for your perférmance in Analytical 
Writing. A percentile rank of 60 percent, for example, indicates that you 
scored higher than 60 percent of all other test takers (and lower than 40 per- 
cent of all other test takers). Percentile ranks reflect your performance rela- 
tive to the entire GRE or GMAT test-taking population over a multi-year pe- 
riod, not just those test takers responding to the same essay topics as you. 
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REPORTING OF 


ALL THE FACTS ABOUT GRE AND GMAT ANALYTICAL WRITING 


SCORE REPORTING AND USE OF SCORES 


Once your final Analytical Writing score is determined, the testing service 
will report it to you and to the schools to which you have directed your 


Score report, that in rum use them in making the final admissions deci- 
sion. 


SCORES To Test TAKERS AND TO THE ScHOOLs 


Ten-fifteen days after your test, ETS will mail to you an official score 
report for your GRE or GMAT. The report will include your Analytical 
Writing score as wel! as your percentile ranking for Analytical Writing. At 


NOTE? GRE test takers who: submit handwritten essays should not 
_ expect’score report until ‘six weeks after: the test. , 


How THE ScHoots Use ANALYTICAL WRITING Scores 


Each graduate department or Bschool will determine for itself how much 
weight to place on Analytical Writing scores relative to scores for the 
multiple-choice sections 2s well as to other admission criteria (GRE 
subject-test scores, GPA, personal Statements, recommendation letters, 
work, and other experience, etc.), An admissions committee might use 
Analytical Writing scores asa preliminary screen for all applicants; more 
likely, however, 2 committee will use Analytical Writing scores to decide 
among similarly qualified candidates. Contact the individual academic 
departments or B-schools for their Particular policies. 


\NALYTICAL WRITING—DIAGNOSTIC TEST 
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To determine your natural Strengths and weaknesses when it comes to 
Analytical Writing and to get che most out of Parts 2-4 of this book, 
respond to the simulated Issue statemenc und Argument provided below. 
In preparing, composing, und evaluating your responses, follow these 
steps: 


l. Before vou begin each wang task, review the relevant direc- 
tions and guidelines you encountered earlier in Part |. 


Iv 


Use seratch paper for taking notes and planning vour response, 


Wamne Task No. 1 


PARI i 


3. Limit your use of word-processing features to the ones available 
during the actuat test. (GRE test takers may elect to provide 
handwritten responses instead.) 


4, When you've finished, score your essays according to official criteria. 


NOTE: Earlier in Part 1, indicated the criteria for top scoring essays. 
To help you further in evaluating and scoring your diagnostic essays, at” 
this book's Internet supplement (www. west.net/~stewart/ws), I've i 
provided sample benchmark responses for the same Issue and Argu- 
ment as well.as links to the test maker's:official scoring criteria foreach 
- score:level (0-6). se aa 


(Your PERSPECTIVE ON AN IssuE) 
Time limit: 45 Minutes (GRE) or 30 minutes (GMAT) 


“Leisure time is becoming an increasingly rare commodity, largely 
because technology has failed to achieve its goal of improving our 
efficiency in our daily pursuits.” 


Discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the foregoing 
statement. Support your perspective using reasons and/or examples 
from your experience, observation, reading, or academic studies. 


Warme Task No. 2 (Your Analysis OF AN ARGUMENT] 


wai pefersons.com 


Time limit: 30 Minutes 
The following appeared in an advertisement for United Motors trucks: 


“Last year, the loca] television-news program In Focus reported in its 
annual car-and-truck safety survey that over the course of the last ten 
years, United Motors vehicles were involved in at least 30 percent 
fewer fatal accidents to drivers than vehicles built by any other single 
manufacturer. Now United is developing a one-of-a-kind computerized 
crash ‘warning system forall its trucks. Clearly, anyone concerned 
with safety who is in the market for a new truck this year should buy 
a United Motors truck.” 


Discuss how well reasoned you find this argument. in your discussion, be 
sure to analyze the line of reasoning and the use df evidence in the 
argument. For example, you may need to consider what questionable 
assumptions underlie the thinking and what alternative explanations-or 
counterexamples might weaken the conclusion. You can also discuss what 
sort of evidence would strengthen or refute the argument, what changes 
in the argument would make it more logically sound, and what, if any- 
thing, would help you better evaluate its conclusion. 
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| Part 2 


HOW TO COMPOSE A 
HIGH-SCORING. ISSUE ESSAY 


e ere, in Part 2, you'll learn all you need to score your best on your 
GRE. or GMAT Issue essay. At the end of Part 2, you'll put into 
practice what you've learned through a series of skill-building 
exercises, so 


For a high-scoring Issue essay, you need to accomplish these three 
basic tasks: 


1. Recognize and deal with the complexities and implications of the 
Issue 


IV 


Organize, develop, and express your ideas in a coherent and 
persuasive manner 


3. Support your ideas with sound reasons and relevant examples 


ae 
‘ 
tbe 


To make sure you accomplish all three tasks within your time limit (45 


minutes for the GRE, 30 minutes for GMAT), follow this 8-step approach 
(suggested times are Parenthesized): 


3 STEPS TO THE ISSUE WRITING TASK 
Plan your essay (5 min.) 


1. Read the statement with an eye for its complexity and implications. 
(1 min.) 


tY 


Brainstorm for “Pros” and “Cons.” (2 min.) 


3. Decide on a tentative position, then organize your ideas. (2 min.) 
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Compose your essay (GRE: 30 min., GMAT: 20 min.) 
4. Compose a brief introductory paragraph. (GRE: 3 min., GMAT: 2 min.) 


5. Compose the body of vour response. (GRE: 23 min., GMAT: 15 min.) 


6. Compose a brief concluding or summary paragraph. (GRE: 4 min., 
GMAT: 3 min.) 


Refine your essay (GRE: 10 min., GMAT: 5 min.) 
7. Review and revise for coherence and balance (GRE: 6 min., GMAT: 
3 min.) 


8. Proofread for significant mechanical problems (GRE: 4 min., oes 
2 min.) 


IRG L 

NOTE: “The suggested time’ ‘limits foreach ‘step are merely guide-) : ve 
dines; a -motihard-and fast rules. AS: “you: practice: composing your: own). L 
Issue: essays: ander, timed. conditions, start"with my; ‘guidelines;* iheni 
prdevelop ag pace that works besuforgyou, personally, An 


le. FEFE rin t 


In the following pages, I’ll walk you through each step in turn, applying 
each one to the following two simulated Issue statements: 


Issue Statement I 

“The best way to ensure protection and preservation of our natural 
environment is through government regulatory measures, We cannot 
rely on the voluntary efforts of individuals and private businesses to 
achieve these objectives.” 


Issue Statement 2 


“Large businesses should focus on teamwork as the primary means of 
achieving success.” 


4, READ THE STATEMENT WITH AN Eye For tts COMPLEXITY AND IMPLICATIONS 
Read the statement carefully, noting ways in which it might be possible to: 


ə Qualify it—if it seems convincing only to a certain extent or in 
certain cases; 
== e Break it apart into two distinct claims, either of which you may or 
l may not agree with; and 


« Apply it 10 various areas or examples that lend varying degrees of 
support to the statement. 
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HOW TO COMPOSE A HIGH-SCORING ISSUE ESSAY 


“Look especially for key words such as and, only, must, all, and shouid. 
Words like these suggest ways that you can show an Issues complexities 
or implications. Jot down your ideas on your scratch paper (shorthand 
form is okay). 


~ -e ogn me E AE tes “ANTE pA iM 


IPEA 


MERRE: S, | 
Teal D. 
ee 


g 
Here are the cwo simulated Issue statements again. This time, I've under- 
lined some key words in each oné: ~ 


cies i Issue Statement 1 f 
“The best way to ensure protection and preservation of our. natural 
environment is through government regulatory measures. We cannot 
x rely on the voluntary efforts of individuals and private businesses to 
achieve these objectives.” ma 


Issue Statement 2 
s 2 ; "Large businesses should focus on teamwork as the primary means of 
achieving success.” 


2, BRAINSTORM FOR “Pros” AND “Cons” 


According to the official directions for both exams, you should support 
your perspective with reasons and/or examples from your academic or 
other reading, your experience, or your observations. During step 2, try to 
conjure up at least a few reasons both for and against the statement’s 
position as weil as some examples supporting each side of the issue. Jot 
down any idea you can think of, even if it seems far-fetched, trite, insup- 
portable, or unconvincing ar the moment. As you compose your essay, it 
might occur to you how to transform one of your weaker ideas into a 
strong one. During step 2, don’t filter your ideas! Let them all low onto 
your scratch paper. (You'll sort through them during step 3.) 

In jotting down: your ideas, you might ery creating two columns, one 
for points that support the. statement (your PRO column) and the other for 
opposing points (your CON column), If you're not sure whether a 
particular reason or example supports or weakens the statement, jot it 
down below the columns in the center. 
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Here's what my notes for the two:simulated Issues Jook like after a 
few minutes of brainstorming (1 jotted them down simply in the order 
miey occurred to me): 


Notes (issue 1) 


CON 
o inmost product 
l obut RED requ. coap. 
a CED wron leg Apple) 
obat bom to dmmpleement? 
o compchition/ trtry barrun 


o ishimi L n, 
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3. Decioe on A Tentative POSITION, THEN ORGANIZE Your Ipeas 


Using your notes from step 2, develop a tentative Perspective or position 
on the Issue. Try to articulate it right on your scratch Paper, then earmark 
it. Think of it as your working “thesis.” You'll need to refer to it time and 
again throughout your writing task. Here’s my tentative position 
(perspective) on each Issue: 


Issue 1 
Gov't regulation is Problematic, but only gov’t can enforce and 
t ensure (qualified agreement). 
Issue 2 
` There are contributing means, but teamwork is pivotal (agree on balance), 


Using your tentative position and your notes as a Starting point, organize 
your ideas in outline form. You might wish to indicate PRO or CON next 
to each one of the reasons and examples you jotted down during step 2. 
Arrange your ideas into 2-4 body paragraphs, then decide on 2 logical and 
Persuasive order in which to present them. Number the points in your 
outline accordingly. 

You can either construct 4 separate outline (as in the first oudine) or 
use your notes as your outline, numbering the points in the order you 
intend to discuss them (as in the second outline). 


Outline (Issue 1) 
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Outline (Issue 2) 


PROD no weaker ix an island a RY D 
sales farez 

PRO @ peer confit > Low prod. leog omy fob) 

CON @) V CEO—Appte (Law ta implement) 

S entry banien (nat in info. age) 

S ad gimmick (hows to implement) 

"A : luncorhallable, 10 not ders) 


t: s 


4. Compose a BRIEF INTRopuctToRY PARAGRAPH 

ae oe Now that you've spent about 5 minutes pianning your essay, its time to. 
compose it. You’) begin with a brief introductory paragraph in which you 
should accomplish each of the following tasks: 


1. Demonstrate that you understand the complexities or implica- 
tions of the issue. 


2. Let the reader know that you have a clear perspective on the 
issue. 


3. Anticipate the ideas vou intend to present in your essay’s body . 
paragraphs. i 


You can probably accomplish_ali three tasks in 2-3 sentences. Keep in 
mind the following two caveats for your introductory paragraph: 


* Don’t go into detail about your reasoning, and don't provide specific 
examples, This is what your essay's body paragraphs.are for. - 


ə Don’t begin your introductory paragraph by repeating the state- 
ment verbatim. This amounts to wasted time, Since the reader is 
already familiar with the topic. Instead, show the reader from the 


£ very first sentence that you're thinking for yourself. 
a aaee - 
3 CA z 
zarn` mo 
i \ Ae 
. . Cit could happen), you won't have to rewrite yoursintroducs”! > 
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HOW TO COMPOSE A HIGH-SCORING ISSUE ESSAY 


Here’s an introductory paragraph for each of the two simulated Issues— 
based on my outlines from step 3. For both Issues, I've decided to adopt a 
position in which I agree on balance with the statement (I've underlined 
words and phrases that you could use in nearly any introductory 
paragraph, regardless of the specific Issue): 


Introductory Paragraph (Issue 1) 

In asserting that government regulation is the “best” way to ensure 
environmental protection, the speaker fails to acknowledge certain 
problems inherent with government regulation. Nevertheless, I agree 
with the statement to the extent that exclusive reliance on individual 
or business volunteerism would be naive and imprudent, especially 
considering the stakes involved. 


Introductory Paragraph (Issue 2) 

Whether a particular business ultimately succeeds or fails depends, of 
5 f course, On a variety of factors, Nevertheless, since teamwork is an 

essential ingredient for any large business to succeed, I conclude that 

in most cases, it is probably the pivotal factor. 


5. Compose tHe Bopy of Your REsPoNsE 
During step 5, your chief ambition is to peck away at your keyboard (or 
write) like mad, in order to get your main points~—and supporting reasons 
and examples—onto the screen! Here’s what you need to keep in mind as 
you compose your body paragraphs: 


* Be sure the first sentence of each paragraph begins a distinct train of 
thought and clearly conveys to the reader the essence of the paragraph. 


e Arrange your paragraphs so your essay flows logically and persua- 
sively from one point to the next. Try to stick to your outline, but 
be flexible. 


* Try to devote no more than 3 or 4 sentences to any one point in 
your oudine. 


¢ Don’t worry if you don’t have time to include every single point 
from your outline. The readers understand that time constraints 
prevent most test takers from covering every point they want to 
make. 


* Don’t stray trom the Issue at hand or even trom the points you 
seek to make. Be sure to stay well focused on both. 


If you're not sure where to begin, try starting with whichever point is 
easiest for you to articulare and seems most insightful or persuasive to vou. 
Later, in step 7, if you determine thac this point should appear elsewhere 
in your essay, you can rearrange your paragraphs for logical sense and 
continuity. 
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. NOTE: If you're a GRE test taker who opts to submit a handwritten 
essay, you wort have the luxury of rearranging sentences and para- 
graphs. You'll need to take greater care to pet it right the first time. 


Now, here are the body paragraphs of my response to each of the two 
simulated Issues. As you read these body paragraphs, note the following: 


e I tried to stick to my outline while at the same time remaining flexible 
as new ideas for content or organization occurred to me. (Notice, for 
instance, that ] repositioned certain points from my outlines.) 


* I haven't included every single point from my outline. That’s because 
you probably won't have time to cover every point you want to make. 


+ You might personally either agree or disagree with my positions or 
i with my reasons for them. That's fine; when it comes tọ the Issue 
S "essay, it's all a matter of opinion—-and not even your honest | 
opinion at that! | 


¢ Again, lve underlined words and phrases that you might use in 
almost any Issue essay to help you see how the ideas flow naturally 
and persuasively from oneto the next. l 


| 
Four-Paragraph Body (Issue 1) i 
_ Experience tells us that individuals and private corporations tendtoact | 
in their own short-term economic and political interest, not on behalf 
of the environment or the public at large. For example, current technol- 
ogy makes possible the complete elimination of polluting emissions l 
from automobiles. Nevertheless. neither avtomobile manufacturers nor 
consumers are willing or able to voluntarily make the short-term sacti- ... | 
fices necessary to accomplish this goal. Only the government holds the 
regulatory and enforcement power to impose the necessary standards 
and to ensure that we achieve these goals. 


I 
Admittedly, government penalties do not guarantee compliance with | 
environmental regulations. Businesses often attempt to avoid compli- | 
ance by concealing their activities, Jobbying legislators to modify 
regulations, or moving operations to jurisdictions that alow their 
environmentally harmful activities..Other$ calculate the cost. of 
-polluting,.in terms of punishment, then budget in advance for 
vanticipated penalties and openly violate the law. However, this 
=" behavior- only-serves to underscore the need for government interven- 
wees aa . . tion, because teft unfettered, this type of behavior would only 


ar, vera hey 


Seer -exacerbate environmental probiems. 


One must admit as well that government regulation, environmental or 
a 8.” otherwise, is fraught with bureaucratic and enforcement problems. Regu- 
latory systems inherently call for legislative committees, investigations, 
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and enforcement agencies, all of which add to the tax burden on the citi- 
zens whom these regwations are designed to protect. Also, delays typi- 
cally associated with bureaucratic reguiation can thwart the purpose of 
the regulations, because environmental problems can quickly become 
grave indeed. However, given that unjustifiable reliance on volunteerism 
is the only alternative, government regulation seems necessary. More- 
over, such delays seem trivial when we consider that many environmen- 
tal problems carry not only a reat threat to public health but also a poten- 
tial threat to the very survival of the human species. 


* Finally, environmental issues inherently involve public health and are 
far too pandemic in nature for individuals or even businesses to solve 
on their own. Many of the most egregious environmental violations 
traverse state and sometimes national borders. Individuals and 
businesses have neither the power nor the resources to address these 
widespread hazards. ~ 


Three-Paragraph Body (Issue 2) 

First, cooperative interaction is an integral part of nearly all company 

jobs—including jobs performed in relative isolation and those in 
=. = which technical knowledge or ability, not the ability 'fo work with 
others, would seem to be most important. For example, scientists, 
researchers, and even computer programmers must collaborate to 
establish common goals and coordinate efforts. Even in businesses 
where individual tenacity and ambition of salespeople would seem to 
be the key for a firm's success, sales personnel must coordinate 
efforts with support staff and managers. 


Secondly, in my experience, the kinds of problems that ultimately under- 
mine an,orgarization are those such asiow employee morale, attrition, 
and diminishing productivity. These problems, in curn, almost invariably 
result from ill-will among coworkers and their unwillingness to commu- 
nicate, cooperate, and compromise. Thus, problems in working together 
as a team pose the grearest threat to an organization's success. 


Some might argue that the leadership and vision of a company’s key 
executives is of paramount importance, citing specific cases such as 
Apple Computer's near demise and subsequent revival due to the depar- 
ture and later retum of its founding visionary, Steve Jobs. Yet chief ex- 
ecutives of our most successful corporations would no doubt admit, as 
Jobs did, thac without the cooperative efforts of their subordinates, 
their personal vision would never become reality. Others might cite the 
heavy manufacturing and natural-resource industries, where the value 
of tangible assets—raw materiais and capital equipment—are often the 
most significant determinant of business success. However, such indus- 
(ries are diminishing in significance as we move trom an industrial soci- 
ety to an information age. 
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6. Compose A Brief CONCLUDING OR SUMMARY PARAGRAPH 


Unless your essay has 4 clear end, the reader might think vou didn’t finish 
in time. That's not the impression you want to make; so be sure to make 
lime to wrap up your discussion. Convey the main thrust of vour essay in | 
two or three sentences. If an especially insightful concluding point occurs j 
to you, the final sentence of your essay is the place for it. | 
For each of the two simulated Issues, here's a brief summary that | 
assures the reader I’ve organized my time well and finished my essay. | 
Notice that this brief summary does not introduce any new reasons or 
examples; it’s just a quick recapitulation. (Again, I’ve underlined words | 
and phrases that you could use in any final paragraph.) 


Final Paragraph (Issue 1) | 
In the fina] analysis, only the authority and scope of power that a | 
government possesses can ensure the attainment of agreed-upon 
environmental goals, Since individuals are unable and businesses are | 
by nature unwilling to assume this responsibility, government must 
do so. 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Final Paragraph (issue 2) 

in sum, although leadership, individual ambition, and even the value 
of tangible assets play crucial roles in the success of many large 
business organizations, teamwork is the single ingredient common to 
all such organizations. It is, therefore, the key one. 


7. REVIEW AND REVISE FOR COHERENCE AND BALANCE 


Be sure to reserve time to revise and rework your essay as needed for a 
- balanced, coherent discussion. Here’s what you should try to accomplish - . 
during step 7: 


1. Be sure you've presented varying perspectives on the issue. 
There’s nothing wrong with adopting a strong position, but you 
should always acknowledge the merits and drawbacks of other 
viewpoints as well. If your essay appears too one-sided, now's 
the time to add a paragraph that remedies this problem. 


ete: _ 2. Check your paragraphs to see if they are balanced in length. If 

—_ >- ‘they aren't, perhaps you dwelled too jong on one area of 
discussion, while in another, you neglected to provide adequate 
support (reasons and/or examples). Durigg step 7 is the time to 
trim back and fili out as needed to achieve a balanced presenta- 
tion. 


3, Check your introductory and concluding paragraphs to make 
sure they're consistent with each other. 
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HOW TO COMPOSE A HIGH-SCORING ISSUE ESSAY 


8. PROOFREAD FOR SIGNIFICANT MECHANICAL PROBLEMS 


For a top score of 6, your essay need not be flawless. The readers won't 
decrease your mark for the occasional awkward sentence and minor errors 
in punctuation, spelling, grammar, or diction (word choice and usage). 
Don't get hung up on whether or not each sentence is something your 
English composition professor would be proud of. Instead, use whatever 
time remains to fix the most glaring mechanical problems. Here are three 
tasks you might attend to in step 8: 


x 1. Find your. one or two most awkward sentences, and rework 
- -them so they flow more naturally. 


2. Correct. your most glaring errors in diction (word choice and 
usage). and grammar. 


3. Correct spelling errors only when they might prevent the reader 
, from understanding the point at hand. ; 


Don’t spend any of your valuable time correcting punctuation, removing 
extra character spaces berween words, or correcting minor spelling errors. 


DEVELOPING A POSITION ON THE ISSUE 


In analyzing an Issue statement, don't waste your time second-guessing 
what the reader might want to read or trying to guess what the “correct” 
response (politically or otherwise) to a topic might be. There is no 
“correct” answer, which the test itself emphasizes in its instructions: 


“You are free to either accept, reject, or qualify the statement.” 


In this section, you'll leam some tips and caveats for your three options: 
accepting, rejecting, or qualifying the statement. 


QUAUFYING AN Issue STATEMENT 


You will not find a single irrefutable statement among the official Issues, 
nor will you find a statement that is utter nonsense, wholly without 
rational justification or supporting evidence. Typically, an Issue statement 
invites you to qualify it in one respect or «nother, By “hedging your 
position” on the [ssue, you won't appear wishy-washy, but rather thought- 
ful and scholarly! Just be sure to persuade the reader (with sound reasons 
ind relevant examples) that your lukewarm position is justifiable. Look 
especially for the following patterns among your fist of official {ssues: 

e A statement whose accuracy depends on various factors 


* A statement that overlooks legitimate competing interests (look tor 
the key word shouid) 
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e A Statement that raises two distinct but related issues (one might 
be a threshold issue, which you should address before analyzing 
the main issue) 


* A Statement that lists. or otherwise embraces, two or more distinct . 
categories (different categories often lend differing degrees of 
support to the statement) 


° A Statement that might be true (or untrue) generally but fails to 
account for significant exceptional cases (look for all-inclusive 
words such as oniy, all, and must) 


e A Slatement that is unclear or vague in some way (in other words, 
the statement's accuracy depends on the meaning of key terms or 
how you interpret the statement as a whole) 


Keep these patterns in mind as you read any GRE or GMAT Issue state- 
ment. If you recognize a certain pattern behind the statement, try to 
_ develop a perspective, or thesis, that qualifies the statement accordingly. 


STRONG AGREEMENT {AccEPTANCE) OR DISAGREEMENT (REJECTION) 


You don't need to qualify 2 statement to attain a top score. It's perfectly 
acceptable to strongly agree or disagree with the stated opinion. However, 
you must provide sound reasons and supporting examples to justify such 

. Strong agreement (or disagreement), and you must at least acknowledge a 
contrary view. 


Adopting a Controversial Position 


Appealing to Mo 


t - 
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It's okay to take a controversial stance on an issue, but avoid coming across 
as fanatical or-extreme. Many of the Issue topics are highly “charged” in the 
sense that they involve issues about which peopie tend to have strong opin- 
ions one way or the other. Don't worry that the reader may have a personal 
viewpoint that differs strongly from yours or that your position may appear 
somewhat “right-wing” or “left-wing.” GRE and GMAT readers are trained to 
be objective! Moreover, graduate schools welcome students who are inde- 
pendent thinkers with distinct points of view, 


rality, Spirituality, or Jingoism 


Avoid inflammatory statements, and don't preach or proselytize. Approach 

the Issue writing task as an intellectual exercise in which you dispassion- 

ately ¢xamine various viewpoints. Do not use it as a forum for sharing 

your personal belief system. It is perfectly appropriate to criticize particu- 

lar behavior, policies, or viewpoints as operating against the best interest 

of a business or of a society. But refrain from either condemning or | 

extolling based on personal moral grounds. Also avoid demagoguery 

(appeals to prejudice or emotion) or jingoism (excessive patriotism). | 
t 
| 
| 
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SUPPORTING YOUR POSITION AND REFUTING OTHERS 


i Okay, so you've developed a position that recognizes the issue’s complex- 
| ity and implications, So far, so good. Now you need to persuade the reader 
l of your position with sound reasons and relevant examples—both in 
support of your viewpoint and in opposition to others. In this section, 

you'll learn a variety of tips and techniques for accomplishing both. 


[Using RHETORICAL: TECHNIQUES TO PerRsUADE THE READER 


| «The word “rhetoric” refers to the art of persuasive argumentation. By now, 
i you know that in your Issue essay, you should always acknowledge more 

f o than one position or perspëctive on the issue at hand. But to be rhetori- 

l - . =- cally effective, your essay must: 


e Never leave unchallenged any position that differs from yours 


e Never leave unchallenged 2 reason or example thar undermines 
your position 


Otherwise, you’ve conceded the contrary point, and your essay will be 
_unpersuasive. Always respond to contrary positions, reasons, and.ex- 
amples—with counter-reasons and/or counterexamples. 

Hopefully, as you take notes, ideas for responding to other view- 
points and to possible problems with your own viewpoint will occur to 
you naturally, without you consciously considering particular rhetorical 
techniques. But if you do get stuck for ideas, draw upon the following five 
techniques to get your rhetorical juices flowing. For examples of these 
techniques, lH cite excerpts from the two essays I composed earlier for 
Issue 1 (about the TORERO and Issue 2 (about RARER 


1. Turn It Around (Look for the “Silver Aes 
Argue that an apparent weakness (or strength) is actually not a weakness, 
if you view it from a different perspective. The essay for Issue 1 provides 
an example of chis. First, the essay offers an example that lends apparent 
support to the opposing position: 


Admittedly, ... [bJusinesses often attempt to avoid compliance by 
concealing their activities, ... or calculate the cost of polluting, in 
terms of punishment, then budget in advance for anticipated penal- 
ties and openly violate the law. 


Then, the essay indicates how this point actually undermines that posi- 
tion: 


. However, this behavior only serves to underscore the need for 
government intervention, because left unfettered. this type of 
behavior would only exacerbate environmental problems. 
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2. Trivialize It (“Explain It Away”) 
Arguc that an appareni weakness of your position (or strength of a 
different position) is trivial, minor. or insignificant. The essay for Issue 2 
provides an example. First the essay offers rwo examples that lend 
apparent support to the opposing position: 


Others might cite the heavy manufacturing and natural-resource 
industries, where the value of tangible assets—raw materials and 


capital equipment—are often the most significant determinant of 
business success. 


Then, the essay explains away these examples: 


_. . However, such industries are diminishing in significance as we 
move from an industrial society to an information age. 


3, Appealto Broader Considerations 


Argue that any minor problems with your position seem trivial in light of 
the broad, and serious, implications that the Issue raises. The essay for 
issue 1 provides an example. First, the essay acknowledges a certain 
problem with its position: 


_.. (Djelays typically associated with burcaucratic regulation can 
thwart the purpose of the regulations, because environmental 
problems can quickly become grave indeed. 


Then, the essay points out the broad societal consideration that puts this 
minor drawback in its proper perspective: 


_.. {SJuch delays seem trivial when we consider that many environ- 
mental problems carry not only a real threat to public health but also 
a potential threat to the very survival of the human species. 


4, The “Lesser of Two Evils” Method 


Argue that an opposing position is no stronger, or perhaps even weaker, 
in a certain respect. The essay for issue 1 provides an example. First the 
ast Ë essay acknowledges a certain weakness in its position: 


_.. [D]elays typically associated with bureaucratic regulation can 
thwart the purpose of the regulations, because environmental 
problems can quickly become grave indeed. 

è 


E 2 _ Then, the essay-points out an even greater weakness in the opposing 
position: 
1 


_, . However, given that unjustifiable reliance on volunteerism is the 
only alternative, government regulation seems necessary’. 
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§. The “Greater of Two Virtues” Method 
Argue that a certain merit of the opposing position is overshadowed by 
one or more virtues of your position. The essay for Issue 2 provides an 
example. First, the essay admits that the opposing position is not without 
merit: i 
Some might argue that the leadership and vision of 2 company’s key 
executives is of paramount importance, citing specific cases. 


Then, the essay asserts that the contrary position has even greater merit: 
x ; 


... Yet chief executives of our most successful corporations would 
no doubt admit . . . that without the cooperative efforts of their 
| subordinates, their personal vision would never become reality. 


Your SUPPORTING EXAMPLES 

ox As noted earlier in Part 2, on both the GRE and GMAT, the official 
directions indicate that you should support your perspective with reasons 
and/or examples from your academic or other reading, your experience, 

a. . --- Or your observations. But should.you try to include all of the listed 

example types? And what specific kinds of examples will leave the most 
positive impression on the reader? To answer these questions for yourself, 
keep in mind the following points of advice. 


Spare the Reader the Technical Details 
Don’t try to impress the reader with your technical knowledge of any 
particular subject. Resist the temptation to use the Issue essay as a forum 
to recapitulate your senior-year thesis. This is not the place to convince 
the reader of your firm grasp of the finest points of foreign policy, 
macroeconomic theory, or nuclear physics. That's what your GPA and 
undergraduate transcripts are for. 


Don’t Be a “Know-It-All” l 
The Issue essay is not like 2 game of Jeopardy! or Trivial Pursuit, You 
will not score points by recounting statistics or by conjuring up the names 
of little-known historical figures. By all means, draw on both current and 
historical events to bolster your position. But try to use examples with 
which the reader is likely to be somewhat familiar. (Consider this point of 
advice, however, in light of the next one.) 
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Avoid the Trite and Hackneyed 
Try to avoid using hackneyed. overused examples to make your point. 
Keep in mind: Many GRE and GMAT test takers will rely heavily on today's 
headlines and on history's most illustrious and notorious figures, Here are 
some names and events that currently (in the year 2002) come to mind: 


e Osama bin Laden or the attack on the World Trade Center 
° The Enron and Arthur Anderson accounting scandals 

* Recent American presidential scandais 

ə Adolph Hitler and the Jewish Holocaust 


* Bill Gates and Microsoft s business practices 


Examples such as these are the ali- too-obvious ones. Try to dig a bit 
deeper, showing the reader a broader, more literate perspective. 
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Draw Sparingly on Your Personal Experiences © 
Unless the specific directive accompanying the statement instructs 
otherwise, it’s perfectly acceptable to draw on your own experiences at 
work, college, or elsewhere. However, avoid relying too heavily on 
personal experience. Strive to demonstrate through your essay a breadth 
Sel het Bie” a of both real-world experience and academic knowledge. 


Strive to Be a Generalist, Not a Specialist 

Unless the specific directive accompanying the statement instructs 
otherwise, avoid harping on one particular reason that you believe is the’ 
most convincing one or on one example that you think is most illustrative. 
Try to round out your discussion as fully as you reasonably have time for. 
To guard against going off on a tangent with a single reason or example, 
try to adhere to one of the structural templates you'll jeam about abit 
later in Part 2. 


ET 7, 
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BRAINSTORMING FOR Essay IDEAS 

Many Issues in the official pool share common themes. Read again the Lists 
of those themes on pages 13-15 in Part 1. You can be ready for several 
related Issues with an arsenal of your favorite examples. If you have time 
before your exam, try to develop an arsenal of your pet examples: 


Atl © For the GRE, develop an arsenal of supporting examples from 
science, philosophy, politics, and the arts. You can use many of the 
same historical figures, events, theories, and schools of thought for 

r - multiple Issue topics. Take notes, then review them shortly before 
exam day. 


MEI! © For the GMAT, develop your general position on the broad 
business issues listed in-Part 1 along with an inventory of ex- 
saat Take notes, then review them shortly before exam day. 


“NOTES At the: endive off Part: val Gee: “E You: Have. More Time”; 
Pe ids ie find additional suggestions for brainstorming. 


ORGANIZING YOUR IDEAS 5 (YOUR ESSAY’S ; STRUCTURE} 


Regardless of your brilliant and incisive ideas, the reader might not 
appreciate or even understand those ideas if you present them in a 
rambling, disorganized fashion. A clear organizational framework is a 
necessary ingredient for a high score. Although the testing service makes 
clear that there is no “correct” or “best” structure for the Issue essay, you 
should nevertheless adhere to certain guidelines, or risk losing your train 
of thought on the reader, thereby leaving a distinctively negative 
impression. 


Your Essay’s LENGTH 

l There is no prescribed or “correct” length for an Issue essay. The only 
limitation on length that the testing system imposes is the practical 
limitation associated with the time limit. So do the readers prefer brief or 
longer Issue essays? Well, it all depends on the essay's quality. An essay 
that is concise and to the point can be more effective than a long-winded, 
rambling one. On the other band, a longer essay chat is nevertheless 
articulate and that includes many insightful ideas that are well supported 
by examples will score higher than a brief essay that lacks substance, 
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Number of Words 


Don’t worry about the word length of your essay. As long as YOu. incorpo- 
rate into your essay all the elements that } suggest here in Part 2 your 


msy 


essays word length will be appropriate. 


NOTE: The sample GRE essays in Part 5 of this book range from 475 
to G75 words in length, and the GMAT Issue essays in Part 7 range 
from 325 to 500 words in length. But for a top score of 6, your Issuc 
essay need not be as lengthy as my samples, especially the longer 
ones. (GRE test takers have 50 percent more time for the Issue 
writing task, time enough for about 50 percent more words.) 


Number of Paragraphs 


RHETORICAL EMPHASIS 


There is no “correct” or “best” number of paragraphs per se for an Issue 
essay. Nevertheless, any GRE or ‘GMAT Issue essay shouid include separate 
introductory and summary (or concluding) Paragraphs. In addition, any . 
GMAT Issue essay should contain at least two body paragraphs, and any 
GRE Issue essay should contain at least three body paragraphs. 


ee Some uuna ge ie . : moy ate awk z EAN ot cee 
NOTE: IGRE test akas have’ 50 ETA more time for: che dead. aia 
“writing ‘task, ‘time enough for-a-more fully developed discussion -with’ 


-at Jeaste one additional paragraph. 


AND Your Essay’s STRUCTURE 


_ The principles of effective rhetoric you learned earlier should also apply to 
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the manner in which you arrange your ideas (and opposing ideas) into 
paragraphs. While there are no hard-and-fast rules, here are a handful of 
ideas for you to put into practice: 


e If you begin your body paragraphs with your position, start with 
the strongest (“chief,” “main,” or primary") reason for that 
positon. Then in subsequent paragraphs (or sentences), turn to 
vour secondary reasons. ai 


* If you begin your bddy paragraphs by discussing a position contrary 
to yours, start with the strongest (“chief,” “main,” or “primary” 
reason for that position—the one that most people would think of 
first. By turning right around to counter that reason, you disarm 
your detractors early in your essay. 


Among various opposing points, admit the strongest one first. 


¢ Respond immediately to each contrary point, in tum. Don't pile 
them on, then risk running out of time to respond to them ail. 


Peterson's ® Writing Sktlis for the 


GRE/GMAT Tests 


HOW TO COMPOSE A HIGH-SCORING ISSUE ESSAY 


TEMPLATES FOR Your Essay’s STRUCTURE 


With the foregoing guidelines for paragraph number and rhetorical 
sequence in mind, your essay should build upon one of the following 
structural templates. Which template you should select depends on a 
variety of factors: 


* The nature of the statement (e.g., whether it can be broken down into 
components, aspects, or applications, as discussed earlier in Part 2) 


4 The extent to which you agree (or disagree) with the statement 


ee The number of reasons and examples you intend to cite in support 
of your position (as well as other positions) 


* Whether you're a GRE or GMAT test taker (GRE test takers have 
more time for a more fully developed analysis) 


~ Be flexible; you might start out with a particular structure in mind, chen, 
midway through your essay, discover that the pieces ure not falling into 
place. Assuming you have enough time, switch to a structure that works 
better and rearrange your paragraphs accordingly. (Of course, this option 
is not available to GRE test takers who submit handwritten essays.) Also, 
you need not adhere strictly to one of these templates in order to write an 
effective Issue essay. You might discover some other, idiosyncratic format - 
that works best for you personally, at least in most cases. 


NOTE: In the templates, brackets indicate optional elements. Also, the 
“term:“counterpoint” refers to a reason orexample supporting 2 contrary 
-: position,; and “rebuttal” refers: to- mt. response (reason or example) to a 
. “counterpoint (andi in- further support. of the other position). 


Template A 
Try this template if your agreement or disagreement with the statement is 
nearly unqualified: 
ist Paragraph: Main reason for your pogar — counterpoint 
— reburtal 
2nd Paragraph: Second reason for your position > counterpoint 
> rebuttal 
ord Paragraph: Third reuson for your position — counterpoint 
> reburral 
The following Issue essays in Part 5 and Part T are based essentially on this 
template: 
NII GRE Essay Nos. 16, 81. 87 
MEE) GMAT Essay Nos. 22, 46, 33, 79. 90, 125 
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‘You can use the same template to discuss two or more examples (or 
distinct areas) that lend support to your position: i 


Ist Paragraph: One example (or area) that supports your position — 
counterpoint — rebuttal 


2nd Paragraph: Another example (or area) that supports your 
position —> counterpoint — rebuttal 


3rd Paragraph: Another example (or area) that supports your 
position —> counterpoint -> rebuttal 
The following Issue essays in Part 5 and Part 7 are based essentially on th 
variation: ` 
X1) GRE Essay Nos. 66, 85 
ML} GMAT Essay No. 74 


Template B 
l i Try this template to acknowledge one strong argument against your 
position but where you have more reasons or examples in support of yo 
position: f 
ist Paragraph: One reason (and/or example) in support of your 
posiuon 
2nd Paragraph: Another reason (and/or example) in support of yor 
position l 
3rd Paragraph: Another reason (and/or example) in support of you 
position : 
Final Paragraph: Chief counterargument — rebuttal 
The following issue essays in Part 5 and Part 7 are based essentially on t 
template: 
E1! GRE Essay Nos. 43, 48, 73 


MEI GMAT Essay Nos. 11, 65, 84 


‘Tenaplate C = 
al Try this template to acknowledge ove or more strong arguments Again. 
your position but where you have better reasons and/or examples in 


sakes - support of your position: a Y 
Ist Paragraph: Chief counterargument 
[Next Paragraph: Another counterargument) 


Next Paragraph: One reason and/or exampie in support of your 
position 
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(Next Paragraph: Another reason and/or i in support of your 
position) ; 
The following Issue essays in Eare 5 and Part 7 are based essentially on this 
templare: 


HEI GRE Essay Nos. 25, 103, 115 
Mil GMAT Essay No. 43 


lemplate D z 
If the arguments for and against the statement’s position are equally strong 


` (e.g., if if alf depends on the area under consideration), try this template 
for a balanced essay: 
ist Paragraph (or ist and 2nd ETET Area(s) or examples 
supporting one position 
2nd Paragraph (or 3rd and 4th Paragraphs): Area(s) or examples 
supporting 2 contrary position 
The following Issue essays in Part 5 and Part 7 are based essentially on this 
template: 


HE! GRE Essay No. 114 
1il GMAT Essay Nos. 26, 60 


Template E 
Try this template to address two or more reasons in support of an oppos- 


ing position, each one in uum: 


Ist Paragraph (or Ist and 2nd paragraphs): Counterargument > 
rebuttal 


2nd Paragraph (or 3rd and 4tb Paes Counterargument — 
rebuttal 


[Next Paragraph: Counterargument -> rebuttal] 
The following Issue essays in Part 5 and Part 7 are based essentially on this 
template: 
111 GRE Essay No. 46 
HEL! GMAT Essay No. 54 
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DO’S AND DON'TS FOR YOUR ISSUE ESSAY 


Now, review some of the key points from Part 2. Here's a list of DO's and 
DON'Ts to keep vou on the right track when vou organize and compose 

your Issue essay. To reinforce the ideus in this-list, earmark it and refer to 
it from time to time as vou practice the Issue writing task and as you read 
my sample essays in Parn 5 and Pan 7. 


ADOPTING A PERSPECTIVE OR POSITION 


Do 


Don’t 


Do 


Don’t 


try to break apart the statement into components or discrete areas of 
consideration. Jn fact, many GRE and GMAT Issue statements are intention- 
ally designed for you to do so. 


waste time second-guessing what the reader might agree (or disagree) 
with. GRE and GMAT readers are trained to be objective. 50 don't try to 
anticipate what a reader would consider a “correct” position (politically or 
otherwise) on an Issuc. 


“hedge” your position by qualifying your viewpoint.and acknowledging 
others. In doing so, you won't appear wishy-washy, but rather thoughtful 
and scholarly! 


be reluctant to take a strong stance on an Issue, but avoid coming across 
as fanatical or extreme. Approach the Issue essay is an intellectual exer- 
cise, not as a forum for sharing your personal belief system. 


SUPPORTING Your Position AND COUNTERING OTHERS 
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Do 


Don’t 


admit and respond to the chief weakness of your position as well as to the 
chief merits of an opposing position. In doing so, use varied rhetorical 
techniques. 


overdo it when it comes to drawing on personal experiences to suppon 
your position. Try instead to demonstrate a breadth of both real-world and 
academic experience. 


explain how each example you mention illustrates vour point. Anyone can 
Simply list a long string of examples and claim that they ilustrate a point. 
But the readers:are looking for incisive analysis, not fast typing (or 
writing). è 


try to impress the reader with either your vast knowledge of trivia or your 
technica! knowledge of the topic at hand. 
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RGANIZATION 


DO order your body paragraphs in a logical and persuasive manner. 


DONT dwell too long on details. Try to cover as many points in your outline as 
you have time for, devoting no more than one paragraph to cach one. 


Do save time for bookends: an introductory paragraph and a concluding or 
summary paragraph. 


Don’t try to cover everything. The readers understand your time constraints. So 
don't worry if you're forced to leave the secondary and more tangential 
points on your scratch paper: ea 


IF YOU HAVE MORE TIME 


if you have ample time before your exam, consider supplementing the 
Issue materials in this book with additional resources. Here are some 
suggestions. 


lake Notes ON THE Issue STATEMENTS IN Your OrFiciAL Poot 


Generate a printout of the complete pool of Issue questions. Gee this 
book's introduction for how to obtain the questions via the testing 
service's GRE and GMAT Web sites.) Select ten or fifteen Issue statements 
covering diverse themes. For each one, perform the planning steps (1-3) 
you learned about here in Part 2. Keep your mind as well as your pencil 
moving! 


Consutr My Omer Two Auna Waring Books 


Chances are, you'll have an easier time conjuring up supporting examples 
for some types of Issues than for others. Identify the thematic areas (from 
the lists on pages 13-15 in Part 1) in which you're deficient, then get up 

to speed for these areas aes eae the relevant essays in one of my other 
two books: reals 


l : GRE—Answer to ‘the Real ‘Essay Questions (Published by Peterson’s). 
The book contains my. essays for 125 Issues in the official pool. 


GMAT CAT—Answer to the Real Essay Questions (Published by 
Peterson's}. The book's 2ad edition contains my essays for 115 Issues 
in the official poot: 


As you read the book's Issue essays, in addition to noting my supporting 
examples: 


e fot down reasons vou find clearest, most convincing, or most 
useful. 
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e Pick up thesis ideas: even reading just the first and last paragraphs 
of each essay will afford you many useful insights. 


e Highlight transition and rhetorical phrases, then try composing 
several essays vourself, making a special effort to incorporate your 
favorites into your essays so that they become part of your natural 
writing style. 


NOTE: For book information, see the books’ Web supple- 
ments (www.wes.net/~stewart). 


Dic Even FURTHER FOR IDEAS AND EXAMPLES 


Magazines 
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Referring to the lists of common themes on pages 13-15 in Part 1, roll up 
your sleeves and hit the proverbial stacks for Issue ideas. All forms of 
media are fair game. 


The periodicals listed below feature articles ‘that cover common Issue 


themes (the first two are especially relevant to the GMAT): 


ə Inc: business ethics, management, ieadership, entrepreneurship 
e Forbes: same themes as those in Jnc. 

> U.S, News & World Report: notable current events 

e The Economist: political and economic ideology 

¢ Reason: ideology and culture Qoads of “cross-discipline” articles) 
e The New Yorker: arts, humanities, sociology, popular culture 

+ The Futurist: cultural and technological trends 


With this list in hand, head to your local library or the magazine's Web sit 
and rifle through some back issues or archived articles. You'll come away 
brimming over with ideas for Issue essays. 


“= ~ = 


Check out books that survey key_people, events, and developments in 
various areas of human endeavor. Here are TWO useful ones to start with: 


“3 © A History of Knowledge: Past, Present, and Future, by Charles van 


Doren (Birch Lane Press, 1991) 


The World's Greatest Ideas: An Encyclopedia of Social Inventions, 
ed. by Nicholas Alberly, ef. ai. (New Society Publications, 2001) 
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ur Notes from College Course Work 


e Web 
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Try dusting off your notes from college survey courses in art, science, 
history, politics, and sociology. You might surprise yourself with what 
you'll find that you can recycle into a GRE or GMAT Issue essay. 


Take advantage of the World Wide Web to brush up on common Is- 

sue themes. At the Analytical Writing areas of my GRE Web site 

(www. west. net/~stewart/grewa) and GMAT Web site 

(Www. west.net/~stewart/awa), I've provided links to some Web sites 

that are useful for this purpose. -- 


elevision and Video 


ltp Your Perspectiv 


if you're a couch potato, tune in to the History Channel or to your local 
PBS station for Issue-essay ideas. Also consider purchasing (or renting from 
a library) “History of the Millennium,” a 3-hour A&E (Arts & Entertain- 
ment) channe! production, which surveys the 100 most influential peopie 
of the most recent millennium (1000-1999). Zero in on a few of the 
featured artists, scientists, political leaders; and philosophers, and you'll be 
ready with good Issue examples, especially for the GRE. 


E 


The strategies listed above can be time-consuming. If you have ample time 
before exam day, then go the extra mile (or kilometer). But what if you 
don’t have time for additional reading and brainstorming? Take heart: The 
specific reasons and supporting examples you cite are only one of several 
scoring criteria and by nc means the most important. Your should primary 
be concerned with: 


e Developing a position that accounts for the statement’s complexity 
and implications and that acknowledges other viewpoints 


* Expressing that position clearly, in 2 balanced, well-organized essay 


LEINFORCEMENT EXERCISES 


Now, let's ceinforce what you've learned in Pact 2. The following series of 
exercises is designed to engage you more actively in planning, oudining, 
and composing effective Issue essays. Here ure the five types of exercises 
you'll find here, along with the number of exercises per type: 


e Outlining (3 exercises) 
* Writing introductory panigraphs (5 exercises) 


* Recognizing an essay's structure (8 exercises) 
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e Analytical writing (5 exercises) 
* Composing a full-length Issue essay (] essay) 


For each group of exercises, directions for that group immediately precedi 
the exercises. My responses and comments begin on page 59. 


Outunine (3 Exercises) 


On scratch paper, create an outline for each of the following three Issues. 
Your outline should contain notes for: 


e At least one example and/or reason in Support of cach main point 


® A basic position or thesis (for your introduction and concluding 
paragraphs) 


Limit your time to 5 minutes per Issue. 


l. For the following Issue, provide an outline for two body para- 
graphs—the first one in support of the State¢ment’s position, the 
second opposed to it: 


“In any field of endeavor, an individual's best critics are the 
individual’s own peers in that field.” 


2. For the following Issue, provide an outline for three body 
paragraphs. You'll probably need at least three paragraphs to 
compare different types of professions or vocations and to define 
the statement's key terms. 


“Professional success usually depends on a person's ability 
to respond and adapt to unexpected problems and changing 
~ circumstances.” cxae, © em 


3. For the following Issue, provide an outline for three body 
paragraphs. You'll probably need at least three Paragraphs to 
examine both areas listed and to consider other possible cri- 
tiques of the statement. 


“How we react to public scandals—whether in business or 
politics—~reflects our values and priorities as a society.” 


‘Wainnc INTRODUCTORY PARAGRAPHS (5 Exercises) 


For each of the following Issues, compose a twosor three-sentence 


Shae es aps meo >. he 5 


‘introductory paragraph thar 
° Reveals the complexity of the issue 
* Suggests a general position on the issue 


> Anticipates the structure of the essay 
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‘Limit your time to 5 minutes per Issue. | 


1. “Ads portraying attractive or successful people are effective only 
if consumers can actually become more attractive or successful 
by using the advertised product or service." 


tu 


. “Researchers at universities should concentrate on areas of 
research in which new ideas and discoveries are most likely to 
| see be of significant benefit to sociery.” 


3. “It is neither the proper nor necessary function of government to 
encourage the creation of art or to ensure its preservation.” 


4. “To truly succeed in tife, an individual must assert his or her 
individuality, rather than conforming to the expectations of 
others.” 


wi 


“The only responsibility of a leader—whether in politics, 
business, or the military—is to serve the interests of his or her 
followers.” 


ECOGNIZING AN Essay’s Structure (8 Exercises) _ 


Not every essay in Parts 5 and 7 of this book conforms strictly to one of 
the structural templates you examined earlier in Part 2. For each of the 
following idiosyncratic essays, outline the essay's structure— paragraph by 
paragraph (except for the introductory and concluding paragraphs). In 
your ouine, you may wish to use the following terms: 


e point—to identify a reason in support of a position 
* counterpoint—to describe a contrary position 
* rebuttal—to identify a response to a counterpoint 


Observe that for some of these essays, the structure is a variation on one 
of the five templates, while for others, the structure is more idiosyncratic. 


Ell Part 5 
1. GRE Essay No. 4 
2. GRE Essay No. 21 
3. GRE Essay No. 39 
4. GRE Essay No. 55 


MEE! Part 7 
5. GMAT Essay No. 20 
6. GMAT Essay No. 63 
7. GMAT Essay No. 80 
8. GMAT Essay No, 110 


; ae 
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Anatyricat Wamine (5 Exercises) 
Each of the following statements is one that most test takers would tend 
to agree with. Your task is to play devil's advocate. For each statement, 
compose a one-partgraph response in which you: 


e Provide one reason and/or example in support of the statement’s 
position 


* Argue against the statement’s position. by providing at least one 
reason and/or example 


Jn your response, try to use rhetorical devices to convince the reader that 
your contrary position is the stronger one. Limit your ime to 8 minutes 


per Issue. 


1. 


“As adults, we prefer to define ourselves more by our occupation 
than by our affiliation with social groups.” 


“A democratic society is always better off when many people 
question authority.” 


“Parents should be free to make all important decisions regarding 
the formal education of their children.” 


“The proper focus of a college education should be on career 
preparation and not on the development of a personal value 
system.” 


“Most great achievements are the result of careful planning and a 
long, sustained effort rather than to sudden bursts of creativity or 
insight.” 


COMPOSING A FULL-LENGTH Issue Essay (1 Essay] 


Early in Part 2, I constructed, step by step, a sample essay for each of 
these two simulated Issues: 


Issue Statement 1 

“The best way to ensure protection and preservation of our natural 

environment is through government regulatory measures. We cannot 

rely on the voluntary efforts of individuals and private businesses to 
—_ achieve these objectives.” alia 


“Aree o- 


a l Issue Statement 2 


“Large businesses should focus on teamwork as the primary means of 


cadens achieving success.” 


www pelersons.com 


Peterson's A Writing Skills for th 
GRE/GMAT Test 


EINFORCEMENT EXERCISES—SAMPLES AND 
OMMENTS i 


HOW TO COMPOSE A HIGH-SCORING ISSUE ESSAY 


“My sample responses expressed overall agreement with both statements, 


Select either statement, and compose an essay in which you express 
overall disagreement with the statement, regardiess of your personal 
opinions about the issue. Try to apply what you've leamed in Part 2 about: 


7 Developing a perspective that recognizes the issue's complexities 
and implications 

. Writing, effective introductory. and concluding paragraphs 

e Adopting a structure that is thecoricaily effective 


* Using various rhetorical techniques to argue for your position and 
against others 


Try to use your own reasons and examples. Limit your time to 45 minutes 
(GRE) or 30 minutes (GMAT). Unless you plan to submit a handwritten 

GRE essay, use a word processor to Compose your response, limiting your 
use of word-processing functions. to the ones built into the testing system. 


UTUNING (3 EXERCISES) 


Analysis Here's an outline for 2 response with two body paragraphs—one in 
support of the statement and the other in Opposition to it. The outtine 
Suggests that the test taker plans to tely chiefly on the art of film direction 
for examples. The outline’s thesis notes indicate that weighing the issue’s 
two sides requires agreement as to what makes for the “best” kind of 
criticism in the first place. 
Paragraph 1 (Agree) 
* Peers have best knowledge of field 
e technical and theoretical (e.g., cinematography: non- 
experts have no clue) 
* compiex tasks can look simple to non-experts (e.g., good 
film editing goes unnoticed) 
e People are more receptive to criticism from peers 
* expert opinions more worthy of respect 
° peers can speak the same language (communicate 
criticisms) 
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Paragraph 2 (Disagree) 
e Peers might be dishonest (jealousy or competition) - 


s Outsiders are more objective 


¢ Non-expens bring fresh insights (e.g., literary critic's focus 
differs from film director's) 


Thesis 
e Issue rests on definition of “best” (best informed ys. most 
objective} 


* Key: Criticism must heip you improve your craft or advance 
knowledge 


Here's an outline for a response with three body paragraphs. The first 
paragraph would provide two main reasons why the test taker fundamen- 
tally agrees with the statement. The second paragraph would consider 
possible exceptions, then explain them away. The third paragraph would 
recognize that the issue rests ultimately on the definition of “professional 


success.” The outline suggests that the test taker plans to rely on examples 


from a variety of professions. 


Paragraph 1 (Agree—2 Reasons) 
e Many jobs inherently unpredictable (e.g., journalism, media, 
business) : 


e Multiple careers are common today (no job security) 


- Paragraph 2 (Exceptions) Js Tes, Areas 
+ Exception: Jobs ensconced in convention/tradition {e.g law, 
banking) 


è but evolving laws, regulations, and technology require 
adaptation 


*® careers in these areas not secure 


> A few theoretical fields might be insulated (e.g., history, math, 
-or music theory}- 


e but job circumstances often uncertain, so adapt or 
perish! 


e new developments stil) possible (¢.g., historical evidence, 
math theories, new musical forms) 
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Paragraph 3 (Definition) 
* Detine success (Is the statement a tautology?) 


* Maybe success depends on balancing career and personal life 


Thesis 


* Assuming a narrow definition of success, statement is true for 
all fields 


Analysis Here's an outline for a response with three body paragraphs. The first 
paragraph would provide examples. of business scandals, while the second 
would ¢xamine.two-types of political scandals. For each type, the essay 
would basically agree with the statement. The third paragraph would 
distinguish this essay from less insightful ones by raising more fundamental 
questions about what our media's obsession with scandals reveals about us 


to begin with (i.e., the paragraph would Critique the statement on another 
level). 


Paragraph 1 (Business) 
*. E.g., Enron/Anderson 


*.reacuon was for reform and accountability 


+ shows we value fairness, equity, proper functioning of 
markets 


e E.g., Tobacco litigation 


e mixed reaction shows we tolerate unethical business 
behavior as part of free enterprise 


* court settlements show we are pragmatic 


* Conclusion: We are a complex society with competing vatues 
(accurate) 


Paragraph 2 (Politics) 
* Eg., Fundraising scandals 


* response was campaign finance reform 
* shows concem for democratic ideals 
¢ E.g., Clinton sex scandais 
* response was prurient interest 
* shows we are voyeurs und media puppets 


¢ Conclusion; Same as in paragraph | (accurate) 
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Paragraph 3 (Queries) 
-o Ef we pay attention at all, what does this reflect about society? 


* Is the fact that scandals are publicized more reflective of the 
media than of society? 


Thesis 
* In either area, scandals show we have many sides. 


* Intuition tells me this is an accurate reflection. 


e Musing: Issue raises questions about how media influences our 
values and priorities i 


Marine INtropuctoryY ParacrapHs (5 Exercises) 


i. Analysis 


2. Analysis 


www. petersons.com 


The operative word in this statement is “only.” This key word opens.the 
door for you to discuss other reasons these ads are often effective and to 
provide supporting examples. Here's an introductory paragraph that leads 
appropriately into this discussion. Notice that the introduction anticipates 
three body paragraphs (one for the area of agreement and one for each of 
the two points of disagreement): 


Assuming that an “effective” ad is one that helps sel! the advertised 4. 
product or service, ] agree with the statement to the extent that this 
advertising technique can be effective. However, the statement is 
problematic in two respects: (1) it overlooks other reasons that these 
types of ads are often effective, and (2) it wrongly assumes that 
consumers can accurately predict the benefits of a product before 

using it. 7" «°° 


Any statement with the word “should” invites the test taker to challenge 
certain normative assumptions underlying the statement. The following 
introductory paragraph tells the reader that the test taker recognizes those 
assumptions and will proceed to challenge them. Notice that the introduc- 
ton anticipates three body paragraphs (one for the area of agreement and 
one for each of two challenges): 


1 do not dispute the legitimacy of research aimed at improving the 

health and well-being of sociery and its members. However, the 5. 
speaker misunderstands why we humans, by way of-our very nature, 

are driven to advance our knowledge in the first place. The speaker, 

fails to appreciate that in seeking knowledge for knowledge's own 

sake, researchers sometimes make the most profoundly beneficial 
discoveries. 
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HOW TO COMPOSE A HIGH-SCORING ISSUE ESSAY 


The following introduction lets the reader know that the test taker 
recognizes differing perspectives on this issue. The rhetorical phrase:* {It 
might be tempting to agree...” suggests that in the final analysis, the test 
taker will, on balance, disagree with the statement. The introduction 
anticipates a separate paragraph for each of two reasons for agreement, 
followed by a separate paragraph for each of two sorts of benefits: 
“economic” and “other’societal” (four body paragraphs altogether): 


The speaker's essential claim is that using public resources to support 
a the arts is unjustifiable. It might be tempting to agree with the 
Speaker on the basis that art is not a fundamental human need and 
that government is nor entirely trustworthy when it comes to its 
motives and methods. However, the speaker overlooks certain 
economic and other societal benefits that accrue when goverment 
assumes an active role in supporting the arts. 


Like many GRE and GMAT Issue Statements, this one overstates the 
Speaker’s case, (Notice the key. word “must.”) The statement invites the 
test taker to qualify the statement by carving out areas of exception and 
providing counterexamples. The first two sentences below inform the 
reader that the test taker is about to accomplish precisely that. The 
remainder of the introduction anticipates three body paragraphs. 


This statement amounts to an unfair generalization. The key to 
individual success in any activity is to strike the optimal balance 
berween individuality and conformity—z balance that varies depend- 
ing on the particular activity and goal involved, With respect to 
activities that are inherently creative, I am in full agreement with the 
statement. When it comes to certain other activities, however, 
conformity is the most important ingredient for success, while in still 
ather activities, success depends equally on both. 


Notice that this statement lists three types of leaders. This list serves as an 


invitation to discuss each one in turn, in 2 separate paragraph. One way to 
approach this type of statement is to either agree or disagree with it, then ` 
provide supporting examples from each category. Another approach is to 
show (by reasons and examples) chat the statement’s accuracy depends on 
the category. The following introduction anticipates a four-pangraph 
analysis that follows the latter approach: 


Although this statement has merit, it is problematic in rwo respects. 
First, serving the interests of followers is not the only responsibility of 
a leader. Secondiy, whether this responsibility is the “greatest” one 
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depends on the type of leadership involved. While legitimate political 
leadership must, by my definition, serve the citizenry, the same 
cannot be said for either business or military leadership. 


RECOGNIZING AN Essay’s STRUCTURE (8, Exercises) 
1. GRE Essay No. 4 


The first three paragraphs concem one paint of view, while the final two 


Paragraphs tum to the opposing view. (The essay favors the Jatter view, 
on balance.) 


P 1: Point 

P 2: Example 

P 3: Example 

P 4: Counterpoint (one example) 

PS: Counterpoint (a second example) 


2. GRE Essay No. 21 


‘The first two paragraphs discuss the essay's main point (reason in support 
of the essay’s position), while the third and fourth Paragraphs each discuss 
another, distinct point. 


P i: Point 1 
P 2: Point 3 (continued) 

P 3: Point 2 

P 4: Point 3 


3. GRE Essay No. 39 


The first paragraph acknowledge a contrary position, then rebuts it, while the 
remaining paragraphs provide examples in support of the rebuttal, l 


ae 


P 1: Point — counterpoint 
P 2: Example {in support of counterpoint) 
P 3: Example (in support of counterpoint) 


t. GRE Essay No. 55 


The first three paragraphs concem one point of view, while the final two 


paragraphs turn to the Opposing vicw. (The essay favors the latter view, 
spies Gx on balance.) 


f / 
P 1: Point (one vieyy) 
P 2: Counterpoint . 3 
P 3: Rebuttal , 3 
P 4: Point-Copposing view) 
P 5: Counterpoint + Rebuttal 
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. GMAT Essay No. 20 


In the first paragraph, the test taker agrees with the statement in one 
respect; in the other two paragraphs, the test taker disagrees with the 
Statement in another respect: 


P 1; Point 
P 2: Counterpoint 
P 3: Counterpoint (continued) 


. GMAT Essay No. 63 
THe first paragraph indicates the chief reason for the position taken in the 


essay; the second is a a oMincee= a contrary argument, then 
responds to it: - -- 


=- - e 


P 1: Point 
P 2: Counterpoint — Rebuttal 


. GMAT Essay No. 80 


The first paragraph presents one side of the issue, while the second para- 
- graph- provides another side. (The essay favors. the tatter position.) 


P t: Point 
P 2: Counterpoint 


-GMAT Essay No. 110 


The first paragraph indicates one extreme position on the issue, while the 
second paragraph indicates the contrary extreme position. The final 
paragraph suggests a middle, more balanced position: 


P 1: Point 
P 2: Counterpoint 
P 3: Position (balances point and counterpoint) 


NALYTICAL Waiting {5 exercises) 
Analysis 


The following response first pays lip service to the statement (with a 
reason and an example), then refutes it (again, with a reason and an 
example): 


As adults take on the responsibilities of work, they might appear to 
define themselves less by their social affiliations and more by their 
occupation. For example. when two adults meet for the first time, 
beyond initial pleasantries, the initial question almost invariably is 
“What do you do for a living?” Yet in my opinion, this focus on 
occupation belies our true preferences as to how we would detine 
ourselves, Rather, it is born of economic necessity; we don’t have the 
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2. Analysis 


. Analysis 
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leisure time or financial independence to concem ourselves with 


purely social activities. After all, when older people retire from the 


world of work, their true preference—for identifying with social 


froups (bridge clubs, investment clubs. or country clubs)—seems to 


emerge. 


The following response first acknowledges that the statement is generally 
correct. Then, rather than refuting the irrefutable. the response points out 


an important exception (and an illustrative exampie): 


Admittedly, in a democracy, citizens must quesuon the fairness and 
relevance of Current Jaws.'It is not enough for a handful of legislators 


to challenge the status quo; ultimately, it is up to the electorate at 


large to call for changes in the law when they are necded to reflect 
evolving social values. However, when mass resistance to governmen- 
tal authority escalates to violent protest, the end result is often more. 
harm than good to the society, despite the worthiness of the social or 


political cause. For instance, although the violent. challenge to 


authority during the 1992 Los Angeles riots was sparked by legitimate 


outrage against race-related police bnutality, the protest ultimately 
resulted in a financially crippled community and, more broadly, a 
turning back of the clock with respect to racial tensions across 
America. Was the community and the society better off in the end? 
Perhaps not. 


The following response-cites-two reasons in support of the statement, 
then dispels them both (the first one with a reason, the second one by 
example): 


Those who agree with the statement, especially parents, would argue 
that only parents can truly know the unique needs of their children, 

including what educational choices are best suited for them, and that 
parents are more motivated than anyone else to ensure their children 


the best possible education. In my view, both arpuments are Spe- 


cious. As for the first'one, since parents lack both the objectivity and 
specialized training of professional educators, leaving crucial decisions 
about curriculum and pedagogy to Parents might in many cases result 


in an incomplete education. As for the second one, sithough in a 


perfect worid parents would always make their children’s education 


one of their highest priorities, in fact many parents do not. 
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4, Analysis 
The following response first acknowledges a narrow point of agreement, 
then provides two reasons for disagreeing with the statement generally 
(the second reitson is supported by an example): 


I agree with the statement only with respect to certain aspects of a 

i student's personal value system. For example, public colleges should 

not advocate the teachings of any particular religion or spiritual 
belief, or they would risk undermining our basic freedom of religion. 
Otherwise, I disagree with the statement for two reasons. First, rote 
technical knowledge and skill do not help 2 student determine which 
goals in life are worthwhile and whether or not the means of 
attaining those goals are ethically or morally acceptable. Secondly, by 
hurturing the development of thoughtful personal value systems, 
educators actually help prepare scudents for their careers. After all, 
for most people, jobs and even careers come and go throughout life, 
and a principled value system provides both the ballast and compass 
needed to navigate life's’ rough seas. 


3. Analysis ~ VEREA 


The following response employs a certain rhetorical device that can be 
particularly effective. Notice that after providing counterexamples, the 
response “doubles back” to the attack the statement’s supporting 
examples: 


I concede that careful planning and a sustained effort are essential 
ingredients for some forms of achievement. For example, none of the 
world's greatest democratic states or so-called “wonders” of architec- 
ture were built overnight—or by accident. However, I take issue with 
the statement with respect to artistic achievements. Query how many 
of the world’s great artistic creations—visual, musical, or literary— 
would have come to fruition though mere planning and plodding. I 
seems fo me that great creative accomplishment necessarily depends 
on moments of mre insight or brilliance. And even for works of 
architecture or for political states, greatness might not be the result 
of sustained effort as much as the product of an individual designer's 
extraordinary ingenuity and insight. 


“OMPOSING A FULL-LENGTH Issue Essay 


Here are two sample responses. each of which express overall disagreement 
with che [ssue at hand. Each one is brief enough rto easily compose in 30 or 
45 minutes. I've underlined transition and rhetorical phrases to help you see 
the structure and “flow” of the argument. 


i T P i 
erson's E Writing Skills for the | 67 wen petersons com 
RE/GMAT Tests 


PART 2 


1. Sample Response for Issue 1 (370 words) 
Imposing regulator measures on those who would harm the. natural en- 
vironment is one way to preserve it. | disagree. however, that it iè neces- 
sarily the best way. Laws might elicit grudging compliance: but other 
approaches—those that instil! a sense of genuine commitment—are 
likely to be more effective in the long term. 


Admittedly, motivating environmental protection by way of govern- 
ment regulation wil} serve environmental goals up to a point. 
However, many individuals and businesses will attempt to avoid 
compliance by concealing their activities. As for large businesses in 
particular, some will lobby legislators to modify regulations or move 
operations to jurisdictions that alow their environmentally harmful 
activities. Others might calculate the trade-off between accepting 
punishment and polluting, then budget in advance for anticipated 
penalties and openly violate the law. My intuition is that this practice 
is a standard operating mode among some of our largest 
manufacturers. 


A better way to ensure environmental protection is to inculcate a sense 
of genuine commitment in our society and especially in our corporate 
culture—through education and shareholder involvement. When many 
individuals, including key corporate executives. are committed to values, 
the regulations associated with those values become a codification of 
conscience rather than obstacles to circumvent. Moreover, commitment: 
driven actions are likely to benefit the environment over and above what 
the law requires. For example. while a particular regulation might permit 
a certain amount of toxic effluents, individuals and businesses committed 
to environmental protection might avoid harmful emissions altogether, 


instilling a genuine sense of commitment through education and 
shareholder action is not just a better approach in theory, it is also 
less costly overall than a compliance-driven approach. Regulatory g 
systems inherently call for legislative committees, investigations, and 
enforcement agencies, all of which add to the tax burden of the 
citizens whom these regulations are designed to protect. Also, delays 
typically associated with bureaucratic regulation can thwart the - - 

a purpose of the regulations, because environmental problems can 
quickly become grave indeed. 


In sum, environmental regulations are essentially expensive Band-Aids. A 
commitment-based approach, involving education at the individual level 
and shareholder activism at the corporate Jevel, can instill in the society 
at large a sense of environmental conscience, resulting in far more effec- 
tive environmental protection. 
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2. Sample Response for Issue 2 (325 words) 

Whether a particulur business ultimately succeeds or fails depends on 
a variety of factors. In my view, while teamwork is almost always 
important, in most instances, other factors are more pivotal to a 
tirm’s success. 

The main reason for my view is simply that it accords with observation 
and common sense. For exampie, in many instances, it is clearly the 
policy decisions of key executives that determine whether or not a firm 
ultimately succeeds. Notable cases include the turnaround success of 
Coca-Cola after Roberto Goizueta assumed the position of CEO and, in 
contrast, the Apple Computer debacle years ago following the depar- 
ture of its founding visionary Steve Jobs, Also, consider industries such 
4s financial services, where product differentiation is difficult. It seems 
to me that a creative marketing ploy or the tenacity of a sales force 
would be the key factor here. Finally, in manufacturing and mining, the 
value of raw materials or capital equipment is surely more significant 
than the cooperative efforts of employees or, for that matter, any other 
asset. 


Another reason for my view is that technical knowledge and compe- 
tence would seem to be more fundamental to most jobs. Specifically, 
without adequate knowledge of the systems, procedures, and 
vocabulary used in one's department or division, an employee cannot 
communicate effectively with peers or contribute meaningfully to 
organizational goals. Admittedly, nearly all jobs in an organization 
require some cooperative interaction with coworkers, even jobs 
performed in relative isolation and those calling for 2 high level of 
technical knowledge or ability. For instance, researchers, scientists, 
and computer programmers must agree on specifications and 
coordinate efforts to meet timelines. However, some substantive 
knowledge is necessary to perform virtually any job, whereas the 
ability to work effectively with others is merely helpful. 


In sum, { agree that teamwork is an important ingredient for organza- 
ional success. However, it is generally not the most important one. 
On balance, some other factor—such as leadership, ambition, tangible 
assets, or especially technical knowledge—usually plays a more 
pivotal role. l 


. 
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HOW TO WRITE A HIGH-SCORING 
ARGUMENT ESSAY 


ere in Part 3, you'll learn all you need to score your best on your 
GRE or GMAT Argument essay. At the end of Part 3, you'll put 
into practice what you've learned through a series of skill-building 
exercises. 
For a high-scoring Argument essay, you need to accomplish these three 
basic tasks; 


1. Determine the argument’s key elements 
2. Organize, develop, and express your critique manner 


3. Support your ideas with sound reasons and supporting examples 


NOTE: Youtll: aiso need: to. o.demonstrate adequate coer ofthe. 


- elements of: Standard: written: English (grammar, mar and: = 
You'll focus.on: ‘that tasks later;, in: Part4, ai 2 


Saab ter cet ne ae 


To make sure you accomplish ali three tasks within your 30-minute time 
limit, follow this 8step approach (suggested umes are parenthesized): 


8 STEPS. TO THE ARGUMENT WRITING TASK 
Plan Your Essay (5 min.) 
1. Read the Argument, and identify its conclusions. (2 min.) 


2. Identify and examine the Argument’s evidence co determine how 
strongly it supports the Argument’s conclusion(s). (2 min.) 


3. Organize and prioritize your points of critique. (1 min.) 


Compose Your Essay (20 min.) 
4. Compose 2 brief introductory paragraph. (2 min.) 
5. Compose the body of your response. (16 min.) 


6. Compose a concluding paragraph. (2 min.) 
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Refine Your Essay (5 min.) 


7. Review and revise for coherence and balance. (3 min.) 


8. Proofread for significant mechanical problems. (2 min.) 


NOTE: The suggested time limits for each step are merely 
guidelines, not hard-and-fast rules, As you practice composing: your 
own Argument essays under umed conditions, start with my 
guidelines. then develop a pace that works best for you ‘personally. 


In the following pages, I'll walk you through each ‘Step in turn, applying 
the following simulated Argument: 


Aventdent 


The following appeared in a memo from the manager of Umaci: hair 
salon: 


Eohi Wre i, 
“According to a nationwide demographic study, more and more peopie 
today are moving from suburbs to downtown areas. In order to boost 
sagging profits at UpperCuss, we should take advantage of this trend by 
relocating the saton from its current location in Apton’s suburban mall 
to downtown Apton, while retaining the salon’s decidedly upscale am- 
biance. Besides, Hair-Dooz, our chief competitor ar the mall, has just 
relocated downtown and is thriving at its new location, and the most 
prosperous hair saton in nearby Brainard is located in that city’s down 
town area. By emulating the locations of these rwo successful salons, 
UpperCuts is certain to attract more customers.” 


ws 


l. READ THE ARGUMENT, AND IDENTIFY Its Conc.usion(s) 
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Every GRE and GMAT Argument consists of the folowing basic elements: 
1. Evidence (stated premises that the Argument does not dispute) 
2. Assumptions (unstated premises needed to justify a conciusion) 
3. Conclusions (inferences drawn from evidence and assumptions) 


As you read an Argument for the first time, identify its final conclusion as 
well as its intermediate conclusion (if any). Why is this first step so 
important? Uniess you are clear about the Argument's conclusions, it's 
impossibie.to evaluate the author's reasoning or the strength of the 
evidence offered in support of them. And that’s what the Argument 
writing task is all about! . 

You'll probably find the fina! conclusion in the Argument's first or 
jast sentence. The Argument might refer to it as a “claim,” a “recommenda- 
tion,” or a “prediction.” An intermediate conclusion, upon which the final 
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“conclusion depends, might appear anywhere in the Argument. Not every -` 
Argument contains an intermediate conclusion. 
Did you identify and distinguish between the intermediate and final 
conclusions in the Argument involving UpperCuts? Here they are: - 


Intermediate Conclusion 


“By emulating the locations of these two successful salons, UpperCuts 
is certain to attract mòre customers,” 


BNA men inica Final Coaclusion 
E “In order to boost sagging profits at UpperCuts, we should... relocat[e}- 


* the salon from its current location in Apton’s suburban mall to down- 
town Apton, while retaining the salom s-deeidedly upscale ambiance.” 


4. 


--Notice chat the Argument’s final conclusion relies on its intermediate 
conclusions. Here’s the essential line of reasoning: 


UpperCuts will gain customers if it moves downtown. (Intermediate 
conclusion) — ' 


Therefore, UpperCuts will boost its profits simply by moving down- 
town. (Final conclusion) 
WS Always jot down an Argument's intermediate conclusion (if any) and its 
final conclusion—in shorthand form like I've provided above. You'll need 
to refer to them time and again as you develop your points of critique and 
compose your essay. 


2. IDENTIFY AND EXAMINE THE ARGUMENT’S Evipence ro DETERMINE How 
STRONGLY It Supports THE ARGUMENT’S CoNcLUsION(s] 


Most Arguments contain at least two or three items of information, or 

evidence, that it uses in support of its conclusion(s). Identify them, label 
them, and jot them down in shorthand form on your scratch paper. The 
Argument involving UpperCurs contains three distinct items of evidence: 


Evidence (Item 1) 
“According to a nationwide demographic study, more and more 
people today are moving from suburbs to downtown areas." 


Evidence. (item. 2)'s: nat 
“Hair- Dooz; our chief competitor at the iali, has just relocated 
downtown and is thriving at its new location.” 

Eeipence (Item 3) 


. the most prosperous hair salon in nearby Brainard is (peated in 
on at city’s downtown area.” 


Then, analyze each item as to how much support it fends to the Argu» 
„MENTS intermediate and final conclusions. Be on special lookout for any 

` P ” t 
unsubstantiated or unreasonable assumptions upon which the Argument’ 
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conclusions depend. For each major piece of evidence, you should also 
note any additional information you would need to detennine how 
strongly the evidence supports whatever conclusion (intermediate or final) 


` is based on that evidence. 3 


During step 2 vou should also: 


1. Look for problems with the Argument’s internal logic (e.g., self- 
contradictions or circular reasoning), 


2. Determine whether the Argument rene on any vague or 
undefined key terms. 


As in the Issue essay, don't filter your ideas during this crucial brainstorm- 
ing step! Let them all flow onto your scratch paper. CYou'll sort them out 
in step 3.) 


“ALi oy 


ANOTE: "Without: exception, each. een in the official GRE‘and: 
ge: 


2 kGMATspoolsi ‘contains at least ahree:or;four discrete. reasoning laws 
= “rLater, sinPart 3, ‘you'll examine: ‘in greater: detail: the ‘most ‘common 
3 fzsucti flawstin: ‘GRE and: GMAT Arguments, 


Ri fy 


Here's what your notes for the Argument involving UpperCuts might look 
like after a few minutes of brainstorming: 


final comel.—UC will improve profits Lowntews 

o demas, tudy—it Apton typical? na trend 
nense Trend 

o mean of HD—is location kiy) marketing 
ley stylist 

o mcum of B slon—dauntaun Location hey? 


—i Apton Lite Brainard? 
- = + (duxeg.) 


æ olber problerns 
—UC onust- establish neau clientele 
(suff Kemard for beth salons?) 
—vemand for "upscale" salon doutons? 
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ORGANIZE AND Priormze Your Points of Critique 


Using your notes from step 2 as a guide, arrange your ideas into para- 
graphs (probably three or four, depending on the number of problems 
built into the Argument). Take a minute to consider whether any of the 
flaws you identified overlap and whether any can be separated into two 
distinct problems. In many cases, the best sequence in which to organize 
your points of critique is the same order in which they appear in the 
Argument. 

-For the Argument writing task, there’s no need to create a separate 
utline. You can probably use your notes as your outline, numbering them 
according to the most logical sequence to discuss them. Here’s what my 
notes for the Argument involving UpperCuts look like after organizing => 
them (arrows indicate where I intend to discuss a point; (FC) denotes 
“final conclusion”): 


<2 TREE: it aoai eretia ier 


inter, comlh—UC will gain customers downtown 
final comcl—UC will improve profits downtown 


Do success of His Location beh < p J 
Q) o ucan of B salar—kowntawn location kiy) 


— is Apton Like Brainard? 


o other 
(suff. demand for both salam?) 
demand for “upicate” salan downtown) 
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Now that you've spent about five minutes planning your essay, it’s time to 
compose it, Don't waste lime repeating the Argument at hand; the reader, 
whom you can assume is already well familiar with the Argument, is 
interested in your critique—not in your transcription skills. Here's what 
you should try to accomplish in your initial paragraph: 


1. Identify the Argument’s final conclusion. 


2. Describe briefly the Argument’s fine of reasoning and evidence 
in support of its conclusion. 


3. Allude generally to the problems with the Argument’s line of 
reasoning and use of evidence. l 


You can probably accomplish all three tasks in 2-3 sentences. Here’s a 
concise introductory paragraph for the Argument involving UpperCuts 
(@'ve underjined words and phrases that you couid use in the introductory 
paragraph of any Argument essay): l 


Citing a general demographic trend and certain evidence about two 
other hair salons, the manager of UpperCuts (UC) concludes here that 
UC should relocate from suburban to downtown Apton in order to 
attract more customers and, in turn, improve its profitability. How- 


ever, the manager's argument relies on a series of unproven assump- 


tions and is therefore unconvincing as it stands. 


‘NOTE: The essays in Parts 6 and.8 include fone. 
_ introductory paragraphs that paraphrase the-entire, oe 

‘“Argument—for your ‘reference. There’s‘no need forzyou: 

to.include as much detail in your initial paragraph: $ 


Your introductory paragraph is the least important component of your 
essay. Thus, you might consider waiting unti! you’ve completed your 
critique of the Argument before composing your introduction {unless you 
are a GRE test taker who will submit handwritten essays). If vou're 

_ . running our of time for your introduction, begin your essay with a 
sentence like one of the following two, then delve right into your first 
point of critique—without a paragraph break: “hans afet 


‘This argument suffers from numerous flaws that, considered together, 


render untenable the conclusion that UpperCuts Should relocate to 
downtown Apton. One such flaw involves... 


I find the argument for moving UpperCuts salon downtown specious 
at best, because it relies on 2 series of unproven, and doubtful, 
assumptions. One such assumption is that... 
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5. Compose THE Bony oF Your RESPONSE 

l After spending no more than $ minutes planning your response, it’s time 
to compose it. As in the Issue essay, during this step, your chief aim is to 
peck madly at your keyboard in order to get your ideas onto the screen! 

_Here’s what you need to keep in mind as you compose your body 
paragraphs: 


e Try to devote a separate paragraph to each point of your critique. 


e Be sure the first sentence of each paragraph conveys to the reader 
the essence of the problem that you intend to discuss in that 
paragraph. 


e Try to provide ut least one example (scenario) that would under- 
mine each major assumption. 


* Try to devote no more than three or four sentences to any one 
point in your outline. Otherwise, you risk running out of time 
without discussing all of the Argument's major problems. 


« Arrange your paragraphs so your essay flows logically from one 
point of critique to the next. 


* Don't worry if you don’t have time to include every possible point 
of critique. The readers understand your time constraint. Just be 
sure to hit the most critical problems. 


Try to stick to your outline, but be flexible. Start with whichever points of 
critique strike you as the most important, are clearest in your mind, and 
are easiest to articulate. (You can always rearrange your points later, 
during step 7, assuming you're mine the testing system's word processor.) 


crane seein ety diu ea y e aeee k a 


. NOTEK: ieoi aGRE téstraker who 5 ptb tošubmita: ahandwritten 
i ‘essay,.yourwon't be able to easily rearrange sentences and: paragraphs. 
Soult heedito-take greater care to >-get the seqiience ‘Tight the first time. | 


Here's the body of my response to the Argument involving UpperCuts. As 
you read these four paragraphs, note the following: 


e Each paragraph addresses a distinct, critical aussumption—a certain 
condition chat must be true to justify the Argument’s conctusions. 


e Each paragraph deseribes at least one scenario that, if true, would 
serve to undermine an assumption. 


* lve underlined certain ecansitional words and phrises—just to help 
vou see how the ideas flow from one to the next. 


To begin with, the argument assumes that Apton’s demo- 
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graphic trend reflects the national trend. Yet, the mere fact 
that one hair salon has moved downtown hardly suffices to 
infer any such trend in Apton: Hair-Dooz might owe its 
success al its new location to factors unrelated to Apton's 
demographics. Without better evidence of a demographic shift 
toward downtown Apton, it js just as likely that there is no 
such trend in Apton. For that matter, the trend might be in 
the opposite direction, in which event the manager's 
recommendation would amount to especially poor advice. 


Even if Apton’s demographics do reflect the national trend, it 
is unfair to assume that UC will attract more customers simply 
by relocating downtown. It is entirely possible that the types 
of people who prefer living in downtown areas tend not to 


patronize upscale salons. It is also possible that HairDooz will . 


continue to impede upon UC’s business, just as it might have 
at the mali. Without ruling out these and other reasons why 
UC might not benefit from the demographic trend, the 
manager cannot convince me that UC would attract more 
customers, let alone increase its profits, by moving downtown. 


Nor can the manager justify the recommended course of 
action on the basis of the Brainard salon's success. Perhaps 
hair salons generally fare better in downtown Brainard than 
downtown Apton, due to demographic differences berween 
the two areas. Or perhaps the salon thrives only because it is 
long-established in downtown Brainard—an advantage that UC 
clearly would not have in its new location. In short, the 
manager cannot defend the recommended course of action on 
the basis of what might be a false analogy between two hair 
salons. 


Finally, even assuming that the proposed relocation would 
attract more customers, an increase in the number of patrons 
would not necessarily result in improved profits. After all, 
profit is a function of expenses as wel] as revenue. Thus, an 
increase in UC’s expenses—due perhaps to higher rents 
downtown than at the mall—might very well offset increasing 
revenues, thereby frustrating UC's efforts to improve its 


_ profitability. 
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6. Compose A CONCLUDING PARAGRAPH 


Unless your essay has a clear end, the reader might think you didn't finish 

on time; so be sure to make time for a final paragraph that clearly “wraps 

up” your essay. Your final paragraph is not the place to introduce any new 
points of critique. Instead, try to accomplish the following two tasks: 


1. Recapitulate the Arguments problems—e.g., 2 series of 
unproven assumptions (1-2 sentences) 


2. Indicate how the Argument can be strengthened and/or 
indicate what additional information would be helpful in 
A g aotig evaluating the Argument, (2-3 sentences) 


: NOTE: ` You-can. peo: the oi tasie: as.you compose: 
: yourb body paragraphs, icorporating this: additional! Po 
-information into. ‘those. paragraphs... You'llexplore this 
alternative : t bit later in: Part. ee, l 


Now, here’s my final paragraph for the Argument involving UpperCuts. 
Notice that this paragraph does not introduce any new points of critique 
ve underlined words and phrases that you could use in the final para- 
graph of nearly any Argument essay): 


In sum, the argument is a dubious one that relies on a series of 
unproven assumptions—about Apton’s and Brainard’s demographics, 
the reasons for the success of the two other salons, and UC’s future 
expenses. To strengthen the argument, the manager should provide 
better evidence of 2 demographic shift in Apton toward the down- 
town area and clear evidence that those demographics portend 
success there for an upscale hair salon. Even with this additional 
evidence, in order to properly evaluate the argument, I would need 
to know why Hair-Dooz relocated, what factors have contributed to 
the Brainard salon’s success, what factors other than location might 
have contributed to UC's sagging profits at the mall, and what 
additional, offsetting expenses UC might incur at the new location. 


7. Review AND. Revise Your Essay to ENSURE COHERENCE AND BALANCE 
Be sure to reserve time to revise and rework your essay. Check the flow of 
your essay, paying particular attention t0 the first sentence of each 
paragraph. If you have time, rearrange paragraphs so they appear in their 
most logical sequence. 
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PART 3 


8. PROOFREAD FOR SIGNIFICANT MECHANICAL PROBLEMS - 


Your Argument essay, like your Issue essay, need not be flawless in order 
to cam a top score. The readers won't decrease vour score for the 
occasional awkward sentence and minor error in punctuation, spelling, 
grammar, or diction (word choice and usage). Lise whatever time remains 
to fix the most glaring mechanical problems. Correct spelling errors only 
when they're likely to interfere with the reader's understanding of the 


point at hand. Don’t spend any time correcting punctuation or minor 
spelling errors. 


ORGANIZING YOUR IDEAS (YOUR ESSAY’S STRUCTURE) 


NumBER OF Worps 


Just as for the Issue essay, the testing service makes clear that there is no 
correct structure per se for an Argument essay. Nevertheless, you should 
adhere to certain guidelines or risk losing your train of thought on the 


reader. 


Don’t worry about the word length of your essay. As long as you incorpo- 
rate into your essay all the elements that I suggest here in Part 3, your 
essay’s word length will be appropriate. 


‘NOTE: | ‘The sample Argument.essays in Parts 6 and 8. ofithisibook $ 5 
‘range from -425110625 words in length. :But for a: top-score:of!6; your. 


Issue. essay. meen. not be as- ees as my sampies, pacar refer i 
E Jonger-ones. “ E eee" ee oc : 


NUMBER OF PARAGRAPHS 


There is no “correct” or “best” number of paragraphs for an Argument 
essay. However, any GRE or GMAT Argument essay should contain at least 
three body paragraphs, because every official Argument contains at jeast 
three significant, and distinct, reasoning problems. In addition, your essay 
should include a final “recap” paragraph and, if you have time, an intro- 
ductory paragraph. 


AN AARGUMENT’S ‘LINE OF REASONING AND Your Essay’s Structuke 


WALL DELETSONS. COM 


The structure of your essay should reNect the Argument'’s line of reasoning 
as much as possible. Your points of critique should lead the reader, item 
by item, from the Argument’s evidence and assumptions to the Argument’s 
intermediate conclusion Cif any), then to its final conclusion. Here's an 
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example of a typical Argument, stripped down to its structure, revealing 
its awed line of reasoning and use of evidence: 


Example 1—Three Distinct Points of Critique, 
One per Paragraph 


1; 


A first major assumption (about an item of evidence) is needed to 
justify the intermediate conclusion. 


. A second major assumption (about an item of evidence) is also 


needed to justify the intermediate conclusion. 


If the intermediate conclusion is true, a third major assumption is 
still needed tö justify the final conclusion. 


Some Arguments rely on threshold assummptions—for example, a certain defi- 
nition of a key term. Here's an example of this type of Argument—again, 
stripped down to its structure, revealing its flawed line of reasoning and use 
of evidence (this one does not contain an intermediate conclusion): 


Example 2—Four Distinct Points of Critique, 
One per Paragraph 


l: 


~ 


By 


The threshold assumption is needed before addressing the 
Argument’s main line of reasoning. 


. If the threshold assumption is true, a first major assumption (about 


an item of evidence) is still needed to justify the Argument’s 
conclusion. 


. if the threshold assumption is true, a second major assumption 


(abour an item of evidence) is still needed to justify the Argu- 
ment’s conclusion. 


Even if all of the foregoing assumptions are true, 2 third (and final) 
major assumption is still needed to justify the Argument’s conclusion. 


Of course, most GRE and GMAT Arguments do not fit Precisely into one of 
these two patterns. But your essential approach for any Argument should 
be the same: to trace the Argument’s line of reasoning from its evidence 
and assumptions to its intermediate conclusion (if any) through to its final 
conclusion, Here are some mules of thumb to keep in mind as you put into 
practice this principle: 
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Many Arguments rely on some sort of “threshold” assumption (e.y., 
about the meaning of a vague, ambiguous, or undefined term). The 
most logical place to uddress this type of assumption is in your first 
body paragraph—because clearing up the threshold problem might 
very well be needed before vou need to address the overall 
Argumen to begin with. 


l MHE PHleTSORS COM 


PART 3 


e Many Argumens rely on the assumption that the recommended 
course of action is either necessary or sufficient (or both) to 
achieve a stated objective or outcome. Usually. the most Jogical 
plaice to discuss these assumptions is in your final body para- 
kraph—during which you grant all other assumptions (for the sake 
of irgumen). 


* Some (but not many) Arguments suffer from problems with their 
internal logic (e.g. contradictory recommendations or objectives, 
or circular reasoning). Usually, the most logical place to address 
these problems is in your final body paragraph—during which you 
grant ali other assumptions (for the sake of argument), E 


Opnionat ELEMENTS AND Your Essay’s STRUCTURE 
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The foregoing guidelines for Paragraph number and logical sequence 
should dictate your Argument essay's structure, for the most part. How- 


ever, you do have a few personal choices when it comes to either of the 


following optional elements: 
* Suggestions as to how the Argument can be strengthened 
e Additional information needed to evaluate the Argument 


If you have time to add. either element to your critique, you have two 


realistic choices: 


1. List the suggestions (or additional information needed) in. your 
final paragraph. 


2. Incorporate the list of suggestions (or additional information 
` needed) into your body paragraphs as you compose each one in 
turn. For example, indicate additional evidence needed to 
substantiate 2 particular assumption (i.e., to show that the 
assumption is true) as you point out that assumption., 


NOTE: The ame Argumente essays Part nóa and dpa 
- employ | ‘the oe memod, i 


eee di 


Regardless of which structure you use, consider adding these optional 
elements only after you've completed your critique of the Argument. 


‘Otherwise, you risk -minning out of time for addressing, al! of the Argu- 


ment's major problems. 


/ 
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PLYING STRUCTURAL PRINCIPLES TO A SAMPLE ARGUMENT 


Earlier in Part 3, I walked you through each step in composing a response 
to the Argument involving UpperCuts. The final essay contained a full 
introductory paragraph, and it incorporated both optional elements into its 
final paragraph. The end result was a $40-word essiy—-an ambitious 
response for any test taker with a 30-minute time limit. 

Now, here's a briefer response (360 words), which incorporates only 
one of the two optional elements—directly into the essay’s body para- 
graphs rather than into the final paragraph. This response does not include 

2 separate introductory paragraph, and its analysis is a bit more concise. 
Nevertheless, it would score 2 6 with any GRE or GMAT reader (again I've ` 
underlined words and phrases that you could use in almost any Argument 
essay): 


This argument relies on a series of unproven assumptions, which 
together undermine its conclusion that UpperCuts (UC) should 
relocate to downtown Apton. One such assumption is that Apton 
reflects the cited demographic trend. The mere fact that one hair 
salon has moved downtown hardly suffices to show that the national 
trend applies to Apton specifically. For ali we know, in Apton there is 
no such trend, or perhaps the trend is in the opposite direction. 
Thus, I would need to know whether more people are in fact moving 
to downtown Apton before I could either accept or reject the 
manager's proposal, 


Even assuming chat downtown Apton is attracting more residents, 
relocating downtown might not resuit in more customers for UC, 
especially if downtown residents are not interested in UC’s upscale — 
style and prices. Besides, Hair-Dooz might draw potential customers 
away from UC, just as it might have at the mall. Before [ can accept 
that UC would attract more customers downtown, the manager 
would need to supply clear proof of a sufficient demand downtown 
for UC's service. 


Even if there would be a high demand for UC’s service in downtown 
Apton, an increase in the number of patrons would not necessarily 
improve UC’s profitability, UC’s expenses might be higher down- 
town, in which case it might be no more, or perhaps even less, 
profitable downtown than ac the mall. Therefore, before | could agree 
with the proposal, | would need to examine a comparative cost- 
benefit analysis tor the rwo locations. 


As for the Brainard salon. its success might be due to particular 
factors that don't apply to UC. For example. perhaps the Brainard 
salon thrives only because it is long-established in downtown Brain- 
ard, Accordingly, in order to determine whether the success of che 
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Brainard salon portends success for UC in downtown Apton, I would 
need to know why the former salon is successful in the first place. 


In sum, the argument relies on what might amount to two poor 
analogies benveen UC and rwo other salons, as well as a sweeping 
generalization about demographic trends, which may or may not 
apply to Apton. As a result, without the additonal information 
indicated above, I find the argument unconvincing at best. 


RECOGNIZING AND HANDLING FLAWS IN GRE AND 
SMAT ARGUMENTS 


The test maker intentionally incorporates into each Argument numerous 
reasoning flaws that render the Argument vulnerable to criticism, In a 
typical Argument, you can find three or four distinct areas for critique. 
(Glance through the essays in Parts 6 and 8, and you'll notice that most of 
them contain three or four body paragraphs—one for each distinct 
reasoning fiaw built into the Argument.) 

In this section, you'll explore the reasoning flaws that are most 
common in GRE and GMAT Arguments, I've presented them here in 
order—from more frequent to less frequent. For each type of flaw, yov’ 
find at least one simulated Argument that illustrates the problem, along 
with at least one effective response. The simulated Arguments and 
responses in this section are each designed to focus on one particular 
reasoning flaw. They are not intended as complete Arguments or essays. 


NOTE: ` ‘Tve intentionally avoided the use of the technical i 57., 
terminology-of formal logic to identify types of logical fallacies. here. 
“You :don? tneed. to know these terms, and you don’t need any. formal 
course -work.in-logic, in order to recognize and handie reasoning ` 
problems‘in GRE and GMAT Arguments. 


CONFUSING A_CAUSE-AND-EFFECT RELATIONSHIP WITH A Mere CORRELATION OR 


JEMPORAL SEQUENCE 
7 Many GRE and GMAT Arguments rely on the cluim that certain events 
cause other certain events. A cause-and-effect claim might be based on 


1. A significant correlation between the occurrence of two 
phenomena (both phenomena generally occur together), or 


2. A temporal relationship between the two (one event occurred 
after another). 
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A significant correlation or a temporal relationship between two phenom- 
ena is one indication of a cause-and-effect relationship between them. 
However, neither in itself suffices to prove such a relationship. Unless the 
Argument also considers and eliminates all other plausible causes of the 
presumed “result” (by the way, it won’t), the Argument is vulnerable to 
criticism, 
shim fa ialy Pita ce To show the reader you understand a false-cause problem, you need 
. eects ., . to accomplish all three of the following tasks: 


l. Identify the false-cause problem (e.g., as one of the Argument’s 
crucial assumptions). 


is) 


Elucidate by providing at least one or two examples of outer 
possible causes. _- 


3. Explain how the false-cause problem undermines the Argument. 


You'll probably need at least three sentences to accomplish all three steps 
cone sentence for each step). If the Argument involves an intermediate 
“link” in the cause-and-effect chain (as both of the following Arguments 
do), you'll probably need additional sentences—and perhaps an additional 
paragraph—ro discuss that fink. g i 

Once you've accomplished all three tasks, if you have extra time to 
discuss 4 false-cause problem: 


* Indicate what type of additional information (e.g., statistical data) 
would help prove a cause-and-effect relationship, and/or 


* List additional types of information (e.g., statistical data, cost-benefit 
analyses, projections for the future} needed to determine whether the 
assumed cause-and-effect relationship mca exists. 


NOTE: ‘amArgument a migheal also-confuse sole cause wit 
mere. contributing. cause: Tr other words, 2 certain condi- 
tion contributes. to am outcome ¢“effect”): ‘but is insufficient 
by itself for the outcome: You'll examine this type of flaw 
(the sufficient-condition assumption) a bit later. 


anple (Cause-and-Effect Confused with Mere Correlation) 

i Here's an Argument that might confuse causation with mere correlation. 
(The Argument might suffer from other reasoning problems as well, but 
here Pm focusing on faise cause.) Response A provides « brief bur 
adequate one-puragraph analysis that contains each of the three elements 
needed to address this fulse-cause problem. Response B goes further, to 
identify and discuss an intermediate link in the chain of reasoning, as well 
as Co list additional information needed to properly evaluate the Argument. 
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Argument 
The following appeared in a memo from a television network's 
programming director: 


“Parents of young children are becoming increasingly concerned E 
about how depictions of violence on television might influence a 
child's behavior and attitudes, During the past vear, the ratings 
for Real Crime. one of our nerwork’s most popular prime-time 
shows, have steadily declined. Therefore. in order to boost our 
prime-time ratings, we should replace Real Crime with 2 
situation comedy show.” 
Response A À e 
The argument relies on an unproven cause-and-effect relationship 
between certain parental concerns and the show's ratings probler.. 
The director has not ruled out other possible causes for the show’s 
ratings decline—for example, a change in the show's specific time 
slot. If it turns out that the show's ratings problem has nothing to do 
with it's depictions of violence, then simply replacing the show with 
one that contains no violence will probably not solve the problem. 


Response B 

To begin with, the memo indicates neither that young children are 
interested in watching Real Crime nor that the show actually depicts 
violence. Yet both conditions are necessary in order for the show to 
carry the kind of deleterious influence on young children with which 
parents seem concermed. Thus, unless both conditions are met, the 
director cannot convince me that any change involving the show will 
address these parental concerns, let alone boost the show's ratings. 


Even if Real Crime does portray violence and does have a potentially 
undesirable impact on young children as a result, the director has not 
shown that the show's waning popularity is attributable to this 
impact. Perhaps the show owed its popularity to some other feature, 
such as a certain celebrity narrator, that the show now lacks. Or 
perhaps a new competing show, one that is at least as violent as Real 
Crime, has drawn viewers away from Real Crime. in short, until the 
director rules out all other possible reasons for the rating’s decine, I 
will remain unconvinced that the show's violent portrayals, if any, are 
responsible for the trend and therefore that any change would serve 
to reverse it. 


In order to evaluate the argument properly, at the very ieast, I would 
need to know whether the content of Real Crime is cause for parental 
concern and what percentage of the show's viewers are young chil- 
dren. It would also be useful to know the reasons for the show's rela- 
tive popularity in the past and why former Real Crime viewers, espe- 

ı cially those with young children. no longer watch the show. 
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xample (Cause-and-Effect Confused with Temporal Sequence) 
Here's an Argument that might confuse causation with mere temporal 
sequence. (The Argument might suffer from other reasoning problems as 
well, but here I'm focusing on false cause.) Response A provides a brief 
but adequate one-paragraph analysis that contains each of the three 

elements needed to address this false-cause problem. Response B goes 
ks further, to identify and discusses an intermediate link in the chain of 
Eo ere seer guu reasoning, as well as to suggest how to strengthen the Argument. 


Argument 


< The following appeared in the editorial section of a newspaper. 


i 
` 


“Two years ago, State X enacted a law proitibiting environmental 
emissions of certain nitrocarbon byproducts, on the basis that — 
these byproducts have been shown to cause Urkin's Disease in 
humans. Last year, fewer State X residents reported symptoms of 
Urkin's Disease than in any prior year. Since the law is clearly 
effective in preventing the disease, in the interest of public 
health, this state should adopt a similar law.” 


Response A SERED Ea 

The editorial infers that State X’s new law is responsible for the 
apparent decline in the incidence of Urkin's Disease CUD) symptoms. 
However, the editorial's author ignores other possible causes of the 
decline—for example, a new UD cure or new treatment for UD 
symptoms, Without eliminating alternative expianations such as these, 
the author cannot justify either the inference or the additional 
assertion that 2 similar law would be similarly effective in the author's 
state. 


Response B 

Based on State X’s reported decline in the incidence of Urkin's 
Disease (UD) symptoms since the passage of the law, the speaker 
infers that the law’s enactment is responsible for the decline. How- 
ever, the sequence of these events, in itself, does not suffice to prove 
that the earlier development caused the later one. A decline could 
have resulted from some other event instead: a cure for UD or new 
treatment for its symptoms, a demographic shift away from contami- 
nated areas, or an increasing mortality rate among State X's UD 
sulferers—to list just a few possibilities. Without ruling out scenarios 
such as these, the editorial’s author cannot establish a cause-and-etfect 
relationship (between the new law and the decline in reports) upon 
which the editorial’s recommendation depends. 


Moreover, the argument overlooks the fact that it is the level of 
compliance with a law. not its enactment, that determines its 
effectiveness. The editorial's author has not accounted for the 
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possibility that despite the new law, the emissions have continued 
unabated. If this is the casc. then the claim that the law has been 
effective in preventing Urkin's Disease in State X would lack any 
merit whitsoever—as would the ultimate chim that a similar jaw 
would be effective in this state. 


To strengthen the argument. the editorials author must supply evidence 
that since the law was enacted two years ago (1) State X residents are just 
as likely to report UD symptoms as before, (2) emissions that violate the 
law have abated, and (3) all other factors in the incidence of UD symp» 
toms have remain essentially unchanged. 


False-Cause Problems in the Official Arguments (Parts 6 and 8) 


AS you study my essays in Part 6 (“Essays for 20 Official GRE Arguments”), 
look for my analysis of false-cause problems in the following paragraphs: 


BE] GRE Argument No. 1 (fourth essay paragraph) . 
GRE Argument No. 20 (second and third essay paragraphs) 
GRE Argument No. 42 (third essay paragraph) 
GRE Argument No. 46 (fourth essay paragraph) 
GRE Argument No. 59 (third essay paragraph) 
GRE Argument No. 68 (second essay paragraph) 
GRE Argument No. 88 (third essay paragraph) 
GRE Argument No. 91 (third essay paragraph) 
GRE Argument No. 96 (fifth essay paragraph) 
GRE Argument No. 105 (second and third essay paragraphs) 
GRE Argument No. 122 (second essay paragraph) 


As you study my essays in Part 8 (“Essays for 20 Official GMAT Argu- 
ments”), look for my analysis of false-cause problems in the following 
paragraphs: 


BEE) GMAT Argument No. 23 (third essay paragraph) 
GMAT Argument No. 28 (second and fifth essay paragraphs) 
GMAT Argument No. 37 (second essay paragraph) 
GMAT Argument No. 42 (fourth essay paragraph) 
GMAT Argument No. 48 (third essay paragraph) 
GMAT Argument No. 74 (third essay paragraph) 
dot l ' GMAT Argument No. 84 (second essay paragraph) 
sien? : GMAT Argument No. 89 (third and fourth essay paragraphs) 
ope GMAT Argument’ No. 93 (second essay paragraph) 
Ei GMAT Argument No. 105 (second and third ess@y paragraphs) 
GMAT Argument No. 124 (fourth essay paragraph) 
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WING A WEAK Anatosy BETWEEN Two THINGS 


epeta ees Os hts te 


xample 


A GRE or GMAT Argument might draw a conclusion about one thing 


(perhaps a city, school, or company) on the basis of an observation about 


a similar thing. However, in doing so, the Argument might assume that 
because the two things are similar in certain respects, they are similar in 
all respects, at least as far as the Argument is concerned. Unless the 
Argument provides sufficient evidence to. substantiate this assumption (by 
the way, it won't), the Argument is vulnerable to criticism. 

* To show the reader you. understand the weak-analogy problem, you 


` need to accomplish all three of the following tasks: 


l. Identify the analogy (e.g., as one of the Argument's crucial 
assumptions). 


2. Elucidate by providing at least one or two significant ways in 
which the two things might differ. 


3. Explain how those differences, which render the analogy weak, 
undermine the Argument's conclusion. 


You'll probably need at least three sentences to accomplish ali-three steps 
(one sentence for each step). Once you've accomplished all three tasks, if 
you have extra time to discuss the problem, add one of these two optional 
elements: 


* Indicate what sort of additional evidence the argument's author 
could supply to either strengthen the analogy or, if the analogy is 
especially poor, to make 1 convincing argument without the 
analogy. 


e Indicate what else you would need to know to determine whether 
the analogy is a fair one—that warrants the aes conclusion. 
3 NOTE: An. Argument: tat: relies: oma: weak EEN between 
` two things (A and B): typically. assumes that emulating. just one 
certain feature of B.will:suffice for A to.see a similar result as 
B- You'll examine this suffictent-condition assumption 
‘separately, just a bit later. 


Here's an Argument that contains a questionable analogy. (The Argument 
might suffer from other reasoning probiems as well, but here I’m focusing 
on the analogy.) Response A provides 4 brief but adequate one-paragraph 
analysis that contains eich of the three elements needed to address this 
problem. Response B provides 3 more detailed analysis, as well as indicat- 
ing how the argument čan be strengthened. 
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Argument 
The following was part of a speech made by the principa) of Valley 
High School: 


“Every year, Dunston High School wins the school district's 
student Math SuperBowl competition. The average salary of 
teachers ac Dunston is greater than at any other school in the 
district. Hence in order Jor Valley High students to improve their 
scores on the state’s standardized achievement exams, Valley 
should begin awarding bonuses to Valley teachers whenever 
Valley defeats Dunston in the Math SuperBowl.” 


Response A 

The principal’s recommendation relies on what might be a poor 
analogy between Dunston and Valley. Valley teachers might be less 
responsive than Dunston teachers when it comes to monetary 
incentives, or Valley students might be less gifted than Dunston. 
students when it comes to math. In shon, what might have helped. 
Dunston perform well at the ‘Math SuperBowl would not necessarily 
help Valey perform better either at the SuperBowl or on the state 
exams. 


Response B 

Even assuming Dunston’s stellar performance at the SuperBowl is 
attributable to its high teacher salaries, a different monetary incentive 
(bonuses) for a different group of teachers and students (Valiey’s) will 
not necessarily carry a similar result. The mere prospect of a bonus 
might not provide as great an incentive as a salary raise. For that 
matter, any form of monetary reward might provide far less motiva- 
tion ‘for Valley's teachers than for Dunston’s. As for the students, ` 
Dunston's might be exceptionally gifted in math and would win the 
SuperBowl every year, regardless of efforts at other schools. In short, 
without accounting for important possible differences berween Valley 
and Dunston, the principal cannot reasonably rely on Dunston's 
salaries to prove that the proposed bonuses will heip Valley defeat 
Dunston, let alone score high on the state’s exams. 


To strengthen the argument, instead of relying on a dubious analogy 
between Dunston and Valicy, the principal should supply evidence, 
perhaps by way of a teacher survey or pilot program at Valley, that 
the proposed bonuses would provide sufficient incentive for Valley's 


- teachers to-heip their students perform better in math competitions 


and on math tests. The evidence should also show that Valley's 
teachers are capable of improving their effectiveness as math teachers 
and that their students are capable of improving their performance. 
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alogies in the Official Arguments (Parts 6 and 8) 


As you study my essays in Part 6 (“Essays for 20 Official GRE Arguments”), 
look for my analysis of analogies in the following paragraphs: 


FI! GRE Argument No. 1 (third essay paragraph) 
GRE Argument No. 46 (second essay paragraph) 
GRE Argument No. 52 (fifth essay paragraph) 
GRE Argument No. 59 (second essay paragraph) 
GRE Argument No. 88 (fifth essay paragraph) 
GRE Argument No. 91 (third essay paragraph) 

* GRE Argument No. 105 (fourth essay paragraph) 


AS you study my essays in Part 8 (“Essays for 20 Official GMAT Argu- 
ments”), look for my analysis of analogies in the following paragraphs: 


WEI] GMAT Argument No. 37 (second essay paragraph) 
GMAT Argument No. 71 (second essay paragraph) 
GMAT Argument No. 79 (third essay paragraph) 
GMAT Argument No. 84 (fourth essay paragraph) 
GMAT Argument No. 93 (third essay paragraph) 
GMAT Argument No. 95 (third essay paragraph) 

_ GMAT Argument No. 105 (fourth essay paragraph) 
GMAT Argument No. 117 (third essay paragraph) 
GMAT Argument No. 122 (fourth essay paragraph) 
GMAT Argument No. 124 (third essay paragraph) 


LYING ON A POTENTIALLY UNREPRESENTATIVE STATISTICAL SAMPLES 


A GRE or GMAT Argument might cite statistical evidence from a study, 
Survey, or poll involving a “sample” group, then draw a conclusion about a 
larger group or population that the sample supposedly represents. But in 
order for a statistical sample to accurately reflect a larger population, the 
sample must meet two requirements: 


1. The sample must be significant in size (number) as 2 portion of 
the overall population. 


2, The sample must be representative of the overall population in 
terms of relevant characteristics. 


Arguments that cite statistics from studies, surveys, and polls often fail to 
establish either of these rwo requirements. OF course, this failure is by 
design of the rest maker, who is inviting you to call into question the 
reliability of the evidence. 

To show the reader you understand this statistical problem, vou need 
to accomplish all three of the following tasks: 


l. Identify the problem (e.g., as one of the Argument’s crucial 
assumptions). 
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2. Elucidate by providing at least one or two respects in which key 
characteristics of sample group might differ from those of the 
larger population. 


4. Explain how those differences would undermine the Argu- 
ments conclusion. 


You'll probably need at least three sentences to accomplish all three steps (one 
sentence for each step). Once vou've accomplished all three tasks, if you have 
extra time to discuss the problem, add one of these two optional elements: 


+ Indicate how the Argument's author can prove that the sample 
group is representative, or in the alternative, make a convincing | 
argument without the statistic. 


© Indicate what else you would need to know to determine whether 
the sample group is representative of the larger population. — 


cample 
Here's an Argument that relies on two potentially unrepresentative sample 
groups: (1) new graduates from a certain state's undergraduate programs 
and (2) new graduates from the state's graduate-level programs. (The 
Argument might suffer from other reasoning problems as well, but here 
I'm focusing on this statistical problem.) Response A provides a brief but 
adequate one-paragraph analysis that contains each of the three elements 
needed to address this problem. Response B provides a more detailed 
analysis with more examples, as well as indicating (in a final paragraph) 
what additional information is needed to fully evaluate the Argument. 


Argument 
The following was part of an article appearing in 2 nationa] magazine: 


“Our nation’s new college graduates will have better success obtain- tat 
ing jobs if they do not pursue advanced degrees after graduation. 
After ai], more than 90 percent of Sute X's undergraduate students 
are emploved full-time within one year after they graduate, while 
less than half of State X’s graduate-level students find employment 
within one year after receiving their graduate degrees.” 


Response A - - z 
The argument fails 10 consider that State X's new graduates might not 
zo ‘be representative of the nation’s.as a whole, especially if the former 
Spree See -group constitutes only.a small percentage of the iater group. If it 
turns out, for example, that State X's undergraduate” students are less 
-motivated than the nation’s average college student to pursue 
praduate-level study, then the argument's recommendation for all 
undergraduate scudents would be unwarranted. 
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"Response B 
One problem with the argument involves the cited statistics about 
State X’s new graduates. It is unreasonable to draw any conclusions 
about new graduates of all colleges in the nation based on statistics 
from only one state. Depending on the total number of colleges and 
college students in the nation, it is entirely possible that State X's 
students are not representative of our nation’s students as 2 whole. ° 
X Perhaps in State X, undergraduate Students as 4 group are particularly 
ae wee outstanding academically due to comparatively high admission 
Standards among State X’s largest universities and colleges. Or 
~ perhaps in State X, graduate-level programs are relatively few in 
number and focus on disciplines for whicti job prospects are unusu- 
- ally poor. in either event, the editorial’s recommendation might 
amount to poor advice for new college graduates in other states. 


To better assess the argument, | would need to determine the extent 
to which State X's students are. representative of the nation's college 
students generally, in terms of the ease with which its undergraduate 
and graduate students find immediate employment. At a minimum, I 
would need to know the total number of undergraduate and graduate 
students in State X and compare these totals to the numbers for the 
entire nation. I would also need to know the comparative caliber of 
State X’s students, as well as more information about other features of 
State X's colleges and universities that might affect the ability of their 
graduates to find jobs. 


latistical-Sample Problems in the Official Arguments (Parts 6 and 8) 
AS you study my essays in Part 6 (“Essays for 20 Official GRE Arguments”), 
look for my analysis of Sstatistical-sample problems in the following 
paragraphs: 


Wil GRE Argument No. 1 (second essay paragraph) 

GRE Argument No. 9 (fourth essay paragraph) 

GRE Argument No. 22 (second essay paragraph) 

GRE Argument No. 42 (second essay paragraph) 

GRE Argument No. 80 (sixth essay paragraph) 

GRE Argument No. 91-(second essay puragraph) 

GRE Argument No: 96 (second essay paragraph) 
AS you study my essays in Part 8 C Essays for 20 Official GMAT Argu- 
ments”), look for my analysis of statistical-sample problems in the follow- 
ing paragraphs: 


MEI! GMAT Argument No. 8 (third essay paragraph) 
GMAT Argument No. 74 (second essay paragraph) 
GMAT Argument No. 98 (fourth essay paragraph) 
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` You'll probably need at least three sentences to accomplish all three steps 


As you just Jearned, a GRE or GMAT Argument might draw some conclu 
sion involving a group based on statistical data about an insufficient or 
unrepresentative sample. However, this is noi the only potential problem 
with statistical data. The process of collecting the data <i.e., the methodol- 
ogy) might be flawed in a way that calls into question the guaility of the 
data, rendering the data “tainted” and therefore unreliable for the purpose 
of drawing any conclusions. in order for survey or poll results to be 
reliable in quality: i 


* The survey or poll responses must be credible (truthful and 
accurate). f respondents have reason to provide incomplete or 
false responses, the results are tainted and unreliable. 


° The method of collecting the data must be unbiased. If responses 
are not mandatory or if the survey’s form predisposes subjects to 
respond in certain ways, then the results are tainted and unreliable. 


To show the reader that you recognize and understand this statistical 
probiem, you need to accomplish all three of the following tasks: 


i. Identify the problem (e.g., as one of the Argument's crucial 


assumptions). . 


2. Elucidate by providing at least one or two reasons, based on the 
Argument’s information, why the statistical data might be tainted 
and unreliable, 


3. Explain how the potentialiy tainted data might undermine the 
Argument’s conclusion. 


R r 


(one sentence for each step). Once you've accomplished all three tasks, if 
you have extra time to discuss the problem, add one of these two optional 
elements: 


+ Indicate how the argument’s proponent can establish that the 
Statistical evidence is reliable (not tainted). 


e Indicate what else you would need to know to determine whether 
the statistical evidence is reliable (not tainted). 


The following Argument relies on survey that poses a patential ‘bias as 
well as a credibility problem. (The Argument might suffer from other 
reasoning problems as well, but here I’m focusing on tainted-data prob- 
lems.) The response contains all three elements required to address each 
problem, in a singile paragraph. 
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z3 Argument o 
The following appeared in a memo from the Director of Human 
Resources at Webco: 


“Among Webco employees participating in our department's 
“MOST recent survey, about half indicated that they are happy 
with our current four-day work week. These Survey results show 
that the most effective way to improve overal! productivity at 
Webco is to allow each employee to choose for himseif or 
herself either a four-day or five-day work week.” 


‘ Response 

The survey methodology might be problematic in two respects. First, 
we are not informed whether the survey required that respondents 
choose their work-week preference between alternatives. If it did, then 
the results might distort the preferences of the respondents, who might 
very well prefer 2 work-schedule choice not provided for in the survey, 
Secondly, we are not informed whether survey responses were anony- 
mous or even confidential. If they were not, then respondents might 
have provided res ponses that they believed their superiors would ap- 

„prove of, regardless of whether the responses were truthful; In either 
event, the survey results would be unreliable for the purpose of draw- 
ing any conclusions about Webco employee preferences, let alone 
about how to improve overall productivity at Webco. 


Tainted Data Problems in the Official Arguments 


Parts 6 and 8) 


AS you study my essays in Part 6 ("Essays for 20 Official GRE Arguments”), 
look for my analysis of potentially tainted statistical data in the following 
paragraphs: 


EI! GRE Argument No. 9 (second and fifth essay paragraphs) 
GRE Argument No. 22 (second essay paragraph) 
GRE Argument No. 80 (third and fourth essay paragraphs) 
GRE Argument No. 96 (second essay paragraph) — 


AS you study my essays in Part 8 (“Essays for 20 Official GMAT Argu- 
ments”), look for my analysis of potentially tainted Statistical data in the 
following paragraphs: 


UZE GMAT Argument No. 8 (fourth essay paragraph) 
GMAT Argument No. 98 (second and third essay paragraphs) 
GMAT Argument No. 122 (second essay paragraph) 
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UMING THAT A CERTAIN CONDITION Is NECESSARY AND/OR SUFFICIENT FOR A 


TAIN OUTCOME 
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A GRE or GMAT Argument might recommend a certain Course of action, 
based on one or both of the following claims: 


1. The course of action is necessary to achieve a desired result. 
2. The course of action is sufficient to achieve the desired result. 


Both claims often occur in the same Argument. and both are potentially - 
vulnerable to criticism. With respect to claim 1, the Argument must ° 
provide evidence that no other means of achieving the same result are 
available (by the way, it won't). With respect to claim 2, the Argument 
must provide strong evidence that the proposed course of action by itself 
would be sufficient to bring about the desired result (by the way, it 
won't). Lacking this sort of evidence, the Argument cannot rely on these 
claims to support its recommendation. 

An Argument that relies on one of these two assumptions does not 
necessarily rely on the other as well. Read the Argument very carefully— 
because a few words can make all the difference. For instance, consider 
the following alternative recommendations for reversing 2 profit decline at 
XYZ Company (the italicized words are the key): 


Uniess XYZ Company hires the former marketing director of ABC 
Company, XYZ will not reverse its Current profit decline. 


{This conclusion relies on the necessary-condition assumption 
onty.] 


_ By hiring the former marketing director of ABC Company, XYZ 
Company will boost its profits. f 


[This conclusion relies on the sufficient-condition assumption 
only.] 


In order to boost its profits, XYZ Company should hire the former 
marketing director of ABC Company. 


[This conclusion relies on both assumptions. The language 
implies that the recommended course of action is needed to, 
and in fact will, bring about the stated objective.] 


To show the reader you understand necessary-condition and sufficient- 
condition problems, you need to accomplish all three of the following 
tasks: 
1. Identify the problem (c.g., as one of the Argument's crucial 
assumptions). — 
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tions that might also be necessary for the outcome. 


3. Explain how the problem undermines the Argument's 
Sana E Eee Cas: conclusion. 


You'll probably need at least three sentences to accomplish all three steps 
(one sentence for each step). Once you’ve accomiplished all three tasks, if 


you have extra. time to discuss the problem, add one of these two optional 
elements: 


* Indicate what sort of additional information the argument’s author 
could provide to strengthen the inference that the condition is 
necessary and/or sufficient for the outcome. 


* Indicate what else you would need to know to determine whether 
the condition is necessary/sufficient for the outcome. 
xample—Both Assumptions 
Here’s an Argument that relies on both assumptions. (The Argument might 
suffer from other reasoning problems as well, but here Pm focusing on 
these two problems.) Although you might be able to address both assump- 
tions in a single paragraph, if you have time, you should devote a separate 
paragraph to each one, as in my response to the Argument: 
Wary! the ganisa 7 


Argument 


The following appeared in a memo from the superintendent of the 
Harper County school district: 


“In order to raise the level of reading skills among our district's 
elementary-school students to a level thar at least represents the 
national average, we should adopt the “Back to Basics” reading 
program. After all, this reading program has a superior record for 
improving reading skills among youngsters nationwide. By 
adopting Back to Basics. the parents of our young students 
would be assured that their children will develop the reading 
skills they will need throughout their lives.” 


Response 

The superintendent fails to account for other possible means of 
improving the smidents’ reading skills to the desired extent. Admittedly, 
the superior record of Back to Basics (BTB) amounts to some evidence 
that no other “progeium” is as likely to achieve the stated objective. 
However, the superintendent must at least examine and rule out other 
Programs. She must also consider and eliminate other altematives—for 
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Necessary- and Sufficient-Condition Assumptions in the Official 
Arguments (Parts 6 and 8) 
_ As you study my essays in Part 6 (“Essays for 20 Official GRE Arguments”), 
Jook for my analysis of necessary- and sufficient-condition assumptions in 
the foliowing paragraphs: 


As you study my essays in Part 8 (“Essays for 20 Official GMAT Argu- 
ments”), jook for my analysis of necessary- and sufficient-condition 
problems in the following paragraphs: 


wu petersons.com 


‘Necessary Conditions 
‘GMAT Argument No. 28 (third essay paragraph) 


FARI > 


example, encouraging parents to read with their children or simply 
devoting more time during school to reading. Otherwise, it seems hasty 
at best to conclude that the district must adopt the BTB program, or 
for that matter any reading program, in order to achieve its objective. 


The superintendent also neglects to substantiate her assumption that 
adopting BTB would suffice by itself to improve students’ reading 
skills to the desired extent. Common sense tells me that BTB wil! be 
largely ineffective unless other conditions are met as well. Most 
notably, students must be sufficiently attentive and motivated. In 
short, until the superintendent shows that the program will be 
effectively implemented and received, |] simply cannot accept the 
recommendation. 


(c 


Necessary Conditions 

GRE Argument No. 20 (second essay paragraph) 
GRE Argument No. 59 (fifth essay paragraph) 
GRE Argument No. 109 (second essay paragraph) 
GRE Argument No. 122 (fifth essay paragraph) 


Sufficient Conditions 

GRE Argument No. 20 (fourth essay paragraph) 

GRE Argument No. 46 (third and fifth essay paragraphs) 
GRE Argument No. 68 (third essay paragraph) 

GRE Argument No. 76 (second essay paragraph) 

GRE Argument No. 96 (fourth essay paragraph) 

GRE Argument No. 122 (third essay paragraph) 


. 
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GMAT Argument No. 53 (fourth essay paragraph) 
GMAT Argument No. 59 (third essay paragraph) * 
GMAT Argument No. 79 (fifth essay paragraph) 
GMAT Argument No. 89 (fifth essay paragraph) 
GMAT Argument No. 93 (fourth essay paragraph) 
GMAT Argument No. 117 (fourth essay paragraph) 
GMAT Argument No. 124 (fifth essay paragraph) 


EX 
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Sufficient Conditions 
WAHL GMAT Argument No. 42 (third and fifth essay paragraphs) 
GMAT Argument No. 74 (fourth essay paragraph) i 
GMAT Argument No. 79 (fifth essay paragraph) 
GMAT Argument No. 93 (fifth essay paragraph) 
GMAT Argument No. 122 (third essay paragraph) 


SSUMING THAT CHARACTERISTICS OF A Group Apply To Each Group MEMBER 
R Vice Versa) 


r 

A GRE or GMAT Argument might point out some fact about a general 

` aa group—such as students, employees, or cities—co support a claim about 
one particular member of that group. Or conversely, the Argument might 
point out some fact about a particular group member to support 2 claim 
about the entire group. In either scenario, unless the Argument supplies 
clear evidence that the member is representative of the group as a whole 
‘(by the way, it won't), the Argument is vulnerable to criticism. 

| To show the reader you understand 2 group-member problem, you 

| need to accomplish all three of the following tasks: 

| 


l. Identify the problem Ceg., as one.of the Argument’s crucial 
assumptions). 7 


IV 


Elucidate by providing at jeast one or two significant ways in 
which the member might differ from the general group. 


a 


Explain how those key differences, which serve to refute the as- 
sumption, would undermine the Argument's conclusion. 


You'll probably need at least three sentences to accomplish all three steps 
(one sentence for each step). Once you've accomplished al! three tasks, if 


you have extra time to discuss the problem, add one of these two optional 
elements: 


* Indicate what sort of additional evidence the arguments author 
could supply to show that the member's relevant characteristics are 
similar to those of the group as a whole. 


* Indicate what additional information would help you determine the 
extent to which the member is representative of the group. 


Example—What’s True for a Group Is also True for Any Member 
The folowing Argument assumes that characteristics of a group apply to ev- 
ery member of the group. (The Argument might suffer from other reasoning, 
problems as well, but here I'm focusing on this group-member problem.) 
The response provides a brief but adequate one-pameraph analysis that con- 
rains cach of the three elements needed to address this problem. The re- 
sponse also indicates how the Argument can be strengthened. 
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Argument 
The following appeared in a local newspaper editorial: 


“According to a recent nationwide survey. a greater percentage 
of our nation’s teenagers complain of depression today than ever 
before. Here in the town of Seaside, we need to do more to 
ensure thal our teenagers fill their days with meaningful, 
productive activities, so that they. grow up to be happy, weli- 
adjusted adults.” 


Response 

Although the editorial assumes that Seaside's teenagers are typical of 
the nation’s teenagers in general, it supplies no evidence whatsoever to 
substantiate this assumption. For all we know, the incidence of depres- 
sion among Seaside's teens is far lower than the national average—low 
enough that teen depression does not pose a community-wide problem 
for Seaside. Lf so, the editorial cannot justify its recommendation to the 
community, at least not based on the nationwide survey. 


To bolster the recommendation, instead of relying on a sweeping 
generalization, the editorial’s author should provide specific evidence 
that among Seaside teenagers, depression is a widespread problem 
that is likely to continue unless the community takes specific mea- 
sures to reverse the trend. 


Example—What’s True for a Member Is also True for the Group 
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The following Argument assumes that characteristics of a particular 
member of a group apply to the group as a whole. (The Argument might 
suffer from other reasoning problems as well, but here I'm focusing on 
this group-member problem.) Response A provides a brief but adequate 
one-paragraph analysis that contains each of the three elements needed to 
address the problem. Response B provides a more detailed analysis with 
more examples, as well as listing additional information needed to prop- 
erly evaluate the Argument. 


Argument 
The following is part of an article appearing in the entertainment ~- 
section of a local newspaper: - 


“At the local Viewer Choice video store, the number of available 
movies in VHS-tape format remains about the same as three 
years ago, even though the number of available movies on digital 
video disk, or DVD, has increased tenfold over the past three 
years. People who predict the impending obsolescence of the 
VHS format are mistaken, since demand for VHS movie rentals 
today clearly remains just as strong as ever.” 
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Response A 
This argument assumes that Video Choice (VQ is typical of ail video 
Stores, as a group. However, this isn’t necessarily the case; VC might 
carry far more VHS tapes, as a percentage of its total inventory, than 
the average store. Is so, then the argument has failed to discredit the 
prediction for the industry as a whole. 


Response B 

The article’s position unfairly assumes that Viewer Choice (VC) is 
typical of the video rental and sales industry generally. Perhaps VC is 
attempting to serve a niche market by specializing in older movies 
that are noc yer avaifable on DVD. Or perhaps the percentage of 
households in VC's neighborhood that have DVD players is lower 
than the national average, for whatever reason. For that matter, 
perhaps much of VC’s current VHS inventory is for sale but not for 
rent, because VC is trying to clear its shelves of VHS tapes in order to 
further expand its selection of DVDs. Since the article fails to 
consider and eliminate these and other possible ceasons why VC 
continues to stock-as many VHS tapes as three years ago, the article 
has not succeeded in dispelling the predicted demise of VHS. 


In order to fully evaluate the articte’s position, I would need more infor- 
mation about worldwide trends in VHS sales and rentals vis-a-vis trends 
in DVD sales and rentals. Lacking this information, it would be helpful 
to leam why VC carries as many VHS tapes today as three years ago. 


Group-Member Problems in the Official Arguments (Parts 6 and 8) 
As you study my essays in Part 6 (“Essays for 20 Official GRE Arguments"), 
look for my analysis of group-member problems in the following para- 
graphs: - l 


BE! GRE Argument No. 9 (fourth essay paragraph) 
GRE Argument No. 14 (fifth essay paragraph) 
GRE Argument No. 20 (fifth essay paragraph) 
GRE Argument No. 109 (fifth essay paragraph) . 


AS you study my essays in Part 8 (“Essays for 20 Official GMAT Argu- 
3 ments”), look for my analysis of group-member problems in the following 
paragraphs: 
MEE] GMAT Argument No. -i8 (fourth essay paragraph) 
GMAT Argument No, 89 {second essay paragraph) 
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ASSUMING THAT Att THINGS REMAIN UNCHANGED ovER TIME 


A GRE or GMAT Argument might rely on evidence collected in the past in 
order to formulate some conclusion or recommendation concerning the 
Present or the future. Similarly, an Argument might rely on evidence about 
present conditions to make a prediction or recommendation for the 
future, But unless the Argument provides clear evidence that key circum- 
stances have remained, or will remain, unchanged over the relevant time 
period (by the way, it won’), the Argument is vulnerable to criticism. 

To address a time-shift problem, you should accomplish each of the 
following three tasks: 


1, Identify the problem (i.c., the poor assumption that all key 
circumstances remain fixed over time). | 


ap 
2. Elucidate by providing examples of conditions that might 


change from one time frame to the other, 
3. Evaluate the argument in light of the problem. 


You'll probably need three sentences to accomplish all three tasks. If you 
have more time, you can perform either of the following optional tasks as 
well: 


* Indicate that to strengthen the argument, the author must convince 
that other relevant conditions remain unchanged from one time 
frame to the next. 


e List additional information about past and present (or present and 
future) circumstances that vou need in order to evaluate the 
recommendation, prediction, or other conclusion. 


Example—Past Conditions Remain Unchanged in the Present and Future 


DUU DALOTSONS.COM 


Here's an Argument that provides evidence about the past to draw a 


-conclusion about the present 2s well as the future. (The Argument might 


suffer from other reasoning problems as well, but here I'm focusing on 
this time-shift problem.) The response accomplishes all three required 
tasks, as well as suggesting how to strengthen.the argument, all in a single, 


concise paragraph. 


Argument 


The following appeared in a political campaign advertisement: 


“Residents of this state should vote to elect Mravitz as state 
govemor in the upcoming election. During Kravitz’s final term 
as 2 State senator, she was a member of a special jegislative 
committee that explored ways the state can reduce its escalating 
rate of violent crime. Elect Kravitz for govemor, and our cities’ 


streets will be safer than ever.” ` 


Petersons M Writing Skilis for the 


GRE/GMAT Tests 


Peter: 
GRE? 


HOW TO WRITE A HIGH-SCORING ARGUMENT ESSAY 


n 


Response 

assuming that at one time Kravitz was genuinely committed to 
fighting violent crime, the ad unfairly infers a similar commitment on 
Kravitz’s part today and in the future while Kravitz serves 45 gover- 
nor. Kravitz might hold entirely different views today, especially if 
her participation as a member of the committee occurred some time 
ago. Lacking better evidence that as governor Kravitz would continue ` 
to make crime-fighting a high priority, the ad cannot persuade me to 
vote for Kravitz based on her committee membership. 


mple——Present Conditions Will Remain Unchanged into the Future 
Here's an Argument that makes a prediction based on present conditions, 
ignoring possible future developments. (The Argument might suffer from 
other reasoning problems as well, but here-I'm focusing on this ime-shift 


pro 


biem.) Response A provides a brief but adequate anatysis of the time-shift 


problem. Response B goes further, to provide more examples as well as sug- 
gestions for strengthening the argument. 


Argument 
The following appeared in a regional business magazine: 


“Yoga Essentials, 2 small retail store located in Mountcrest, has 
been in business for about a decade; even though the store's 
owner has never advertised in Mounterest’s local newspaper. 
Now Yoga Essentials is offering franchise opportunities in other 
areas. In the nearby town of Lakeview, there are more yoga 
studios and health clubs than in Mountcrest. Thus, a Yoga 
Essentials franchise in Lakeview would surely be a profitable 
investment." 


Response A 

The argument assumes chat the apparent interest in yoga (and 
yoga-related products) among Lakeview residents will remain strong. 
However, it fails to consider that this interest might wane or chat 
Lakeview will lose many of its residents, for whatever reason. Since 
the argument fails to account for possibilities such as these, lam 
unconvinced that a Lakeview franchise would be profitable. 


Response B 

The argument's claim that a Yoga Essentials store in Lakeview would 
succeed relies on the assumption that the apparent interest in yoga 
(and yoga-related products) among Lakeview residents will conanue 
to remain strong enough to support the store. However, in Lakeview. 
yoga might turm out to be a passing fd or a luxury thar the town’s 
residents will no longer be able to afford in the future, for whatever 
reason. For that matter, a newer competing store might run Yoga 
Essentials out of business in Lakeview. Thus, the argument’s propo 
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nent must supply better evidence—perhaps by way of a Lakeview 

survey and a Likeview economic forecast—of a sufficient demand in 
Lakeview for the kinds of products Yoga Essentials sells, at Jeast for 

the foreseeable future. Othenvise, the author cannot persuade me 

that a Lakeview franchise would be profitabic. F 


Time-Shift Problems in the Official Arguments (Parts 6 and 8) 
As you study my essays in Part 6 (“Essays for 20 Official GRE Arguments”), look 
for my analysis of time-shift problems in the following paragraphs: 


Ell GRE Argument No. 9 (third essay paragraph) 
GRE Argument No. 31 (fourth essay paragraph) 
GRE Argument No. 96 (sixth essay paragraph) 
GRE Argument No. 109 (third essay paragraph) 
GRE Argument No. 113 (fourth essay paragraph) 


As you study my essays in Part 8 (“Essays for 20 Official GMAT Argu- 
ments”), look for my analysis of time-shift problems in the following 
paragraphs: D 


MET] GMAT Argument No. 23 (fourth essay paragraph) 

GMAT Argument No. 28 (fourth essay paragraph) 

GMAT Argument No, 53 (second and third essay paragraphs) 
GMAT Argument No. 79 (fourth essay paragraph) 

GMAT Argument No. 131 (second essay paragraph) 


OTHER REASONING PROBLEMS WITH GRE AND GMAT ARGUMENTS 


Now that you've examined the most common GRE and GMAT reasoning 

` problems, briefly survey some other reasoning problems you might find 
with an Argument. Although each of these problems is less common than 
any of the ones I've already covered, you should be ready for them 
anyvyway—yjust in case. 


Failing to Define Important Terms 
An Argument might rely on a certain term without providing an adequate 
definition of it. Look especially for references to a particular class, cat- 
ý egory, or group, without a clear explanation of what it includes or 
= excludes. For examples of this probiem, see 


Z1! GRE Argument No. 59 (fourth essay paragraph) 


HE] GMAT Argument No. 23 (fifth essay paragraph) * 
GMAT Argument No. 71 (fourth essay paragraph) 
GMAT Argument No. 89 (first essay paragraph) 
GMAT Argument No. 122 (fourth essay paragraph) 
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elying on Vague or Ambiguous Evidence 
An Argument might contain 2 statement (or word or phrase) that carries 
more than one possible meaning or is simply too vague to reasonably rely 
upon when it comes to drawing conclusions. Look especially for refer- 
ences to “some,” “many,” and “several” in lieu of providing precise 
percentages or numbers. For examples of this problem, see 


MRI GRE Argument No. 52 (third and fourth essay paragraphs) 
GRE Argument No. 80 (fifth essay paragraph) 
GRE Argument No. 88 (third essay paragraph) 


HET GMAT Argument No. 48 (first and second essay paragraphs) 
GMAT Argument No. 84 (third essay paragraph) 
Drawing a Conclusion that Is Too Broad in Degree or Scope 
An Argument's conclusion might be well supported but only to 2 certain 
extent or only with resnect to a certain subclass. An Argument that fails to 
limit the degree or scope of its conclusion in accordance with the 
evidence is vulnerable to criticism. For examples of this problem, see 


UEI GRE Argument No. 42 (foucth-essay paragraph) 
GRE Argument No. 91 (second essay paragraph) 


HME! GMAT Argument No. 48 (fifth essay paragraph) 
GMAT Argument No. 59 (second essay paragraph) 
Assuming that Two Courses of Action Are Mutually Exclusive 
A GRE or GMAT Argument might recommend one course of action over 
another in order to achieve the stated objective, without considering that 
ic is possible to pursue both courses (that is, they are nor mutually 
exclusive alternatives), thereby increasing the likelihood of achieving the 
objective. For examples of this problem, see 


4221 GMAT Argument No. 71 (third essay paragraph) 
GMAT Argument No. 79 (fifth essay paragraph) 


NOTE: An Argument that sutfers from this “either-or” 
reasoning problem will probably also overlook other courses 
of action that might achieve the stated objective. Gn other 
words, neither course of action is a necessary condition.) If 
both problems arise, you should discuss both. 
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Arguing Simultaneously for Two Competing Objectives 


A GRE or GMAT Argument might seek to achieve two distinct objectives, 
which appear to compete with each other; in other words. accomplishing 
one objective decreases the likelihood of achieving the other. For an 
example of this problem. see 


EEI GMAT Argument No. 59 (fifth essay paragraph) 


Engaging in Circular Reasoning 


A GRE or GMAT Argument might rely, at least partly, on its own line of 
reasoning to support that very reasoning. This general problem is known 
by the terms “circular reasoning” and “tautology” as wel! as by the idiom 


_ “begging the question.” For an example of this problem. sec 


EII GRE Argument No. 42 (fifth essay paragraph) 


DO'S AND DON'TS FOR YOUR ARGUMENT ESSAY 


Now, review some of the key points from Part 3. Here are two lists of 
DO's and DON'Ts—for content and organization—to keep you on the 
right track in organizing and composing your Argument essay. To reinforce 
the ideas in this list, earmark the list-and refer to it from time to time as 
you practice the Argument writing task and as you read my sample essays 
in Part 6 and Part 8. 


CONTENT—Your CRITIQUE OF THE ARGUMENT 
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Do 


Don’t 


Do 


identify and keep in mind the Argument’s final and intermediate conclu- 
-sions so-that you can analyze the Argument's use of evidence and line of 
reasoning in support of those conclusions. 


merely restate or rehash the stated Argument. The only way to score 
points is to tell the reader-what’s wrong with the Argument. 


analyze the Argument with an eye for uncovering three or four faws—in - 
the author's line of reasoning and use of evidence. 


commit to memory the types of reasoning flaws you learned in Part 3,.and 
look for at least three of them in your Argument. - 


rely on the technical terminology of formal logic to identify reasoning 
problems; plain English will suffice. ` 


identify unsubstantiated or unreasonable assumptions upon which the 
Argument’s conclusion depends, 


support each challenge to an assumption with at least one example 
(scenario). 
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Do ‘discuss what is required to make the Argument more convincing and/or 
what would help you berter evaluate it—if you have sufficient time. 


Don’t stray from the Argument at hand. Your Personal opinions about any issue 
discussed in the Argument are irrelevant to the Argument writing task. 


ORGANIZATION 


Do organize your points of Critique in a logical order, one per paragraph. The 
sequence should mirror the Arguments line of reasoning, 


t 
Don’t _introduce any new points of Critique in the concluding Paragraph. Your 
job here is simply to reiterate the Argument’s main problems and possibly 
to indicate what is required to Strengthen or fully evaluate the Argument. 


Do use transition words and phrases that connect the various points of your 
critique in a way that helps your ideas flow naturally and logically from 
one to the next. 


Don’t worry about the word length of your Argument essay. Focus instead on 
identifying at least three prablems and providing an adequate and coherent 
critique of each one. ; 


IF YOU HAVE MORE TIME 


If you have ample time before your exam, Consider supplementing the Argu- 
ment materials in this book with other resources. Here are some suggestions: 


Take Notes ON THE ARGUMENTS IN Your Orriciat Poor 


Generate a printout of the complete pool of Arguments. (See this book's 
introduction for how to obtain the questions via the testing service's GRE 
and GMAT Web sites.) Randomly select up to fifteen Arguments from the 
pool. Pause for a minute to ponder the Argument, referring to my list of 
common reasoning problems, At least three or four points of critique 
Should pop into your mind; jot them down. Then move on to the next 
Argument. With a little Practice, the common reasoning flaws you learned 
about in this workshop will fly off the page at you! 


Consutt My Omer Two ANALYTICAL Wane Books 


If you have trouble ferreting out reasoning problems in a particular 
Argument, consult the corresponding essay in one of my other two 
Analytical Writing books: 


GRE—Answer to the Real Essay Questions (Published by Peterson’s). 
The book contains my essays for 125 Arguments in the official pool. 
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GMAT CAT—Answer to the Real Essay Questions (Published by 
Peterson's}. The book's 2nd edition contains my essays for.115 
Arguments in the official pool. 


AS vou read the book's Argument essays, jot down points of critique you 
find clearest or most convincing. Also. highlight transitional phrases, 
which connect the essav's points of critique. Review the phrases, then try 
composing several essays vourself, making a special effort to incorporate 
similar phrases into your essays. ` 


NOTE: For book information, see the books’ Web supplements 
(www:west.nel/~stewart). l ZA 


Practice, Practice, Practice! 
Compose as many practice essays as you reasonably have time for, 
responding to the official questions. Be sure to practice under timed 
conditions with a word processor, restricting your use of editing functions 
to the ones provided on the real exam, Evaluate your practice essays, 
referring to the official scoring criteria; reflect-on your weaknesses, and 
concentrate on improving in those areas next time. Í 


REINFORCEMENT EXERCISES 


Now let's reinforce what vou've learned in Part 3. Each of the following 
exercises contains an Argument designed to highlight a particular reason- 
ing problem. For each Argument: l l 


1. Compose a brief (one- or two-paragraph) essay response that 
focuses only on that probiem. 


2. Try to incorporate all the required elements for an adequate 
analysis of the problem. t 


3. You may also discuss how to remedy the problem (strengthen 
the argument) and/or what additional information is needed to 
fully evaluate the Argument, in terms of the specific problem. 


4. On scratch paper, outline additional reasoning problems with the 
Argument that you wouid anticipate discussing were this 2 
-full-length 30-minute) writing task. $ 


Limit your time to 10 minutes per exercise. 
For each group of exercises, directions for that group immediately 
precede the exercises. My responses and comments begin on page 111. 
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In each of these first two exercises, identify and discuss the falsecause 
problem. Also note other possible problems you would anticipate discuss- 
ing in 3 full-length Argument essay. - 


1. In order to revitalize this city’s economy, we should increase the 
number of police officers that patrol the city’s downtown business 
district during daytime business hours, Three years ago, the city 

$ reduced the total size of its police force by nearly 30 percent, Since 
then, retail businesses in the district have experienced a steady 
decline in revenue. 


N 


At Xenon Company, workers who bring their own lunches from 
home are generally more productive than workers who purchase 
lunch at the company's cafeteria. Therefore, in order for Xenon to 
enhance overall worker productivity, and in turn profits, the compi- 
ny’s cafeteria should offer the same cypes of lunch foods chat workers: 
bring from home. 


Exercises 3-4 we te oe 


in each of the next two exercises, identify and discuss the potentially 
weak analogy. Also note other possible problems you would anticipate 
discussing in 2 full-length Argument essay. 


3, In order to prevent a decline of Oak City’s property values and in 
rents that Oak City property owners can command, the residents of 
Oak City must speak out against the approval of a new four-year 
private college in their town. After ail, in the nearby town of Maple- 
ton, the average rent for apartments has decreased by 10 percent 
since its new community college opened last year, while the average 
value of Mapleton's single-family homes has declined by an even 
greater percentage over the same time period. 


4, Trashco provides refuse pickup and disposal as well as recycling 
services for the town of Platrsburg, all at about cwo thirds the total 
cost of Hillsville’s totat cost for Ridco’s refuse and recycling services. 
In order to save enough money to construct a cefuse transfer station 
within its city limits. Hillsville showd discontinue using Ridco’s 
services und use Trishco’s services instead. 


Exercises 5-6 


Peterson's 


In Exercise 3, identity and discuss the potentially unrepresentative 
statistical results. In Exercise 6, identify and discuss the potential tainted- 
data problem. Fur cach Argument, also note other possible problems you 
would anticipate discussing in a full-length essay. 
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EXERCISES 9-10 © 
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5. Workforce Systems, a consulting firm specializing in workplace 


productivity and efficiency, reports that nearly 70 percent of Max- 
tech’s employees who enrolled in Workforce Systems’ one-week 
seminar fast year claim to be more content with their current jobs 
than prior to enrolling in the seminar. By requiring managers ar all 
large corporations to enroll in the kinds of seminars that Workforce 
System offers, productivity in our economy's private sector is certain 
to improve. 


. A significant percentage of this county’s residents who receive 


unemployment benefits from the state repon that they would prefer 
to work but have difficulty finding work for which they are qualified. 
In order to reduce the strain on our country’s State Employment 
Development office, which is currently understaffed, the county 
should establish an adult job-training program, 


in each of the next two exercises, identify and discuss the necessary- 
condition or sufficieni-condition assumption. Also note other possible 
problems you would anticipate discussing in a full-length Argument essay. 


7. The juvenile justice department of one of the nation’s largest cities 


recently reported that children who engage in anv of the city’s 
organized sports programs are less likely than other children to be 
convicted of a felony crime later in life. Therefore, the federal 
goverment can reduce the national crime rate by mandating daily 
physical-education classes at every high schoo! in the nation. 


. Rivertown's historic Hill district used to be one of the city’s main 


tourist attractions. Since the construction of a new shopping center in 
the district, the district’s quaint older shops and restaurants have had 
difficulty attracting patrons. In order to preserve the historic value of 
the Hill district’s older buildings and to prevent further joss of 
revenue from tourists, the city must impose a moratorium on the 
construction of any new structures in the Hill district. 


In each of the next two exercises, identify and discuss the potential 
‘group-member problem. Aiso note other possible problems you would 
anticipate discussing in a fullJength Argument essay. 


s 
9. At Giant Industries, our state's largest private business, the average 


production worker is now 42 years old. Recently, Giant’s revenue 
from the sale of textiles and paper, which together account for the 
majority of Giant's manufacturing business, has declined significantly. 
Since an increasing percentage of new graduates from our state's 
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colleges and universities are finding jobs in other states, our state will 
soon face a crisis in which the size of our workforce will be insulfi- 
cient to replace our current workers as they retire, in turn resulting in 
widespread business failure and a reduced quality of life in our state. 


10. A recent issue of the Journal of Education observes that last year’s 
decline in the total number of applicants to our nation’s law schools 
was accompanied by an increase in the total number of applications 
to our nation’s medical schools. In order to be take advantage of these 
current trends, Claybrook Community College should replace its 
associate-degree program in legal assistantship with a nursing pro- 
gram. í 


Exercises 11-12 


In each of the next cwo exercises, identify and discuss potential tinze-sbift 
problems. Also note other possible problems you would anticipate 
discussing in a full-length Argument essay. 


11. According to a recent report by the federal government, last year, the 
total declared value of goods exported from this country to other 
countries was less than the annual total ten years ago, adjusted for 
inflation, Since our federal government seems unwilling to impose 
tariffs on imported goods, our country is destined to continue its 
dependency on foreign goods and services. 


12. During the last five years, the volume of recyclable materials pro- 
duced in Blackburn County has increased steadily, while the volume 
of nonrecyclable refuse has been declining. Since our current re- 
sources for accommodating refuse are ample, the county should 

. reduce spending in this area and apply the savings to subsidies for 
businesses willing to collect, recycle, and resell recyclable materials. 


REINFORCEMENT EXERCISES—SAMPLES AND COMMENTS 
1. ANALYSIS 


This Argument might confuse cause and effect with mere temporal 
sequence. Here's a cesponse that handles the problem: 


Just because the police-force reduction occurred before the decline in 
retail revenue, it is unfair to assume thar the former is responsible for 
the latter. The business slowdown might be due instead to factors such 
as a general economic downtum or increasing competition in outlying 
suburbs, to list just a few possibilities. Besides, for all we know, the 
number of police otficers patrolling the business district itself has re- 
mained the same. or even increased, during the lust three years, and the 
city’s other areas are the ones chat have seen a reduction in police pres- 
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ence. Since the argument fails to prove that the police-force reduction 

is the actual cause of the retail business stump, or even contributed to 

it. the argument’s proponent cannot justifiably infer that a police-force 
increase would serve to reverse that slump, fet alone that it would revi- 
talize the city’s economy in general. 


In a fulblengeh (30-minute) essay, you might also address the following 
questions about the Arguments reasoning: 


* A thresboid problem: Does the city have an economic problem to 
begin with? (s it fair to assume that the city's economy is suffering 
merely because retail revenues in one particular district have 
declined?) 


e Would the proposed course of action suffice to attain the stated 
objective? (Perhaps additional measures, such as renovating the 
district or patrolling it at night, would also be needed.) 


e Is the proposed course of action necessary to attain the stated | 
objective? (A city might revitalize its economy through other means 
instead.) 


2. ANALYSIS 


This Argument might confuse cause and effect with mere correlation. 
Here’s a response that handles the problem: 


The argument unfairly assumes that Xenon’s worker productivity is 
simply a function of what a worker eats for lunch. Although this 
might be the case, 2 mere correlation between lunch diet and 
productivity does not suffice to establish a cause-and-effect relation- 
ship. The argument’s.author must also consider and eliminate all 
other reasonable explanations for the difference in productivity levels 
berween the two groups of workers. Perhaps the most plausible 
alternative explanation is that workers who bring their own lunch are 
more productive because they spend less time eating lunch and more 
time working. in short, lacking better evidence that at Xenon i 
productivity depends primarily on lunch diet, asserting that changing 
the cafeteria’s hunch menu will improve worker productivity amounts 
a to litde more than conjecture. 2 : 


“In a full-length (30-minute) essay, you might also address the following 


eei + 5 0-2 + questions about the Argument’s reasoning: 
2 


. A threshold problem: Are cafeteria lunches actually much different 
from lunches that workers bring from home? (If not, then the 
entire argument is pointless.) 


-« Would the proposed course of action suffice to attain the stated 
objective? (e.g., workers who prefer cafeteria dining might choose 
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menu items that are different from tunch foods that other workers ` 
bring from home.) 


* Is the proposed course of action necessary to attain the stated 
objective? (Perhaps Xenon can enhance worker productivity 
through other means instead.) 


+ Does the argument draw an unfair analogy between the rwo 
groups of workers? (Perhaps people who pay for meals are 
generally lazier than people who prepare their own meals.) 


_3. ANALYSIS- - - 


This Argument relies on a questionable analogy between two towns and 
between two types of colleges. Here’s a response that handles both 
analogies together in one paragraph: 


The argument draws what might be a poor analogy between Oak City’s 
circumstances and Mapleton's, The argument ignores possible differ- 
ences that are relevant to the influence 2 new college exerts on prop- 
erty values and rents, For instance, perhaps the percentage of college __ 
students needing off-campus rental housing is less in Mapleton than it 
would be in Oak City with its new college, in which case the forces of 
supply and demand suggest less upward pressure on rents in the former 
than in the jatter. Also, perhaps a four-year college brings to a town 
greater prestige or high culture than 2 community college, in tum ex- 
erting more upward pressure on overail property values. In short, with- 
out accounting for possible key differences between the two towns and 
the two types of colleges, the argument cannot justifiably rely on the 
cited trend in Mapleton to show that Oak City’s ‘property values and 
rents would face a similar fate were the new college approved. 


In a full-length (30-minute) essay, you might also address the following 
questions about the Argument’s reasoning: 


> Is the presence of Mapleton's new community college the true 
cause of the decline in property values and rents in that town? 
(Perhaps some other recent development is responsible instead.) 


e Is it necessary to refuse the new college in order to prevent a decline 
in property values and rents? (Perhaps Oak City can counteract down- 
ward pressure on property vues and rents through some means.) 
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This Argument relies on a questionable analogy between two towns as 
well as between two trash companies. Here's 2 concise response that 
‘handles both analogies together in one paragraph: 


The argument’s inference that Trashco's service is more costly than Rid- 
co’s depends on the unproven assumption that the two refuse conipa- 
nies provide the same degree and amount of service to both towns, Per- 
haps Trashco's services to Plattsburg is provided less frequently or to 
fewer households than Ridco’s services to Hillsville, for whatever reason. 
Either scenario would explain Plattsburg’s lower total cost, which in tum 
would undermine the argument's contention that Hillsville would save. 
money by switching from Ridco to Trashco. Thus, to better evaluate the 
argument, I would need to know how much Trashco would charge Hills- 
ville, not Plattsburg, for the same service that Ridco now charges. 


In a full-length (30-minute) essay, you might also address the foliowing 
questions about the Argument’s reasoning: 


* What does the argument assume about future conditions in 

` Hillsville? Cf the town’s residents increase the volume of refuse or 
recyclables or begin insisting on more frequent pickups. Hillsville 
might regret its decision to switch to Trashco.) 


* Is the proposed switch to Trashco necessary for the city to achieve 
its stated objective? (Perhaps the city has other means to reduce its 
costs, or means to enhance its revenue, for the purpose of afford- 
ing the new station.) 


* Might Hillsville incur countervailing expenses by constnicting the 
new transfer station? (Perhaps refuse. wouid need to be taken from 
the center to a more remote location, at additional expense.) 


This Argument relies on a potentially unrepresentative statistical sample to 
draw a general inference. Here’s a response that handles the problem: 


The argument assumes that Maxtech employees who reported these 
results are typical of private-sector workers in general, in terms of 


- how they-.are likely to respond to this type of seminar. However, this 


isn’t necessarily the case. It is-entirely possible, for example, that 
Maxtech employees were unusually receptive or responsive to 
Workforce’s particular methods, for whatever reasop. In any event, 
Maxtech’s seminar participants might-constitute an insufficiently small 
sample for the purpose of making recommendations for the private- 
sector workforce in general. Since the argument fails to show that 
Maxtech’s experience is typical, I simply cannot accept the argu- 
ment's sweeping conclusion. 
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HOW TO WRITE A HIGH-SCORING ARGUMENT ESSAY 


In a full-length (30-minute) essay, you might so address the following 
questions abour the Argument’s reasoning: 


* Is the report trom Workforce Systems credible? (Perhaps the 
company overstates the benefits of its seminars in order to attract 
clients.) 


¢ Was the seminar the true cause of the improved level of content- 
ment among the participants from Maxtech? (The answer might 
depend on how much time has Passed since the seminar, whether 

' Maxtech’s participants have the same jobs as before, and whether 
the seminar is designed to help workers become more content to 
Begin with.) 

° àre the claims by Maxtech’s employees credible? (Pechaps they felt 
Pressure to exaggerate the benefits of the seminar or falsely report 
improvement in order to take time off from work co enroll again in 
the seminar.) 


| ‘ + Might the argument assume that all other conditions remain 
“unchanged? (Overall productivity of the cconomy’s private sector 
depends also on many extrinsic factors having nothing to do with 
the benetics of these types of seminars.) 


6. ANALYSIS 


This Argument reties On reports that suffer from a potential credibiliry 
problem. Here's a response that handles the problem: 


The recommendation relies on Certain “reports” that may or may not 
be credible. The arguments proponent needs to consider the 
possibility thac the unemployed people who report difficulty in 
finding work actually prefer unemployment because they can receive 
money while not working, Since the argument fails to mule out this 
possibility, I cannot be convinced that the proposed job-craining 
program would succeed in reducing the ranks of the county’s 
unemployed residents. 


In a full-length (30-minute) essay, you might also address the following 
questions about the Arpument's reasoning: | 


* Is the proposed program necessary tor achieving the stated 
objective? (it might be possible to reduce the strain on the office 
by other means instead—e.g., by hiring additional staff, perhaps 
even from the Pool of unemployed country residents.) 


Ld 


Would the proposed Program suffice to achieve the stated objec- 
tive? CA sufficient number of unemployed cesidents who might be 
able to find work through the program would actually need to 
participate in the program.) 
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* Would reducing the number of residents who receive unemploy- 
ment benefits suffice to attain the stated objective? (Perhaps the 
office can easily accommodate the current number of residents 
applying for and receiving unemployment benefits, and the source 
of the Strain lies elsewhere.) 


. Does the argument suggest 2 course of action that would actually 
undermine the stated objective? (To staff the new job-training 
program, it might be necessary to reduce staff elsewhere in the 
office, which might exacerbate the strain.) 

7. ANALYSIS ere 
This Argument relies on’a sufficient-condition assumption. Here's a 
response that handles the problem: 


es The argument assumes that the proposed mandate in itself will suffice 

to lower the national crime rate yet fails to account for other conditions 
that might aiso be necessary for that outcome. Perhaps to be effective 
in this respect, physical-education classes must also be accompanied by 
after-school activity programs; or perhaps the classes must begin earlier 
in.a youngster’s academic life to have any appreciable impact on delin- 
quent behavior. Without considering these and a myriad of other condi- 
tions that might be needed to ensure that a young person grows up to 
become law-abiding, the argument's author cannot justify the mandate. 


In a full-length (30-minute) essay, you might also address the following 
questions about the Argument’s reasoning: 


_ © A threshold problem: Are “physical-education classes” sufficiendy | 
similar to “organized sports programs” that their impact on 
long-term behavior would be similar? (If not, then the entire 
argument can.be dismissed out of hand.) 


e Might the argument mistake mere correlation—between organized |’ 
sports participation and adult criminal behavior—for a cause-and- 
effect relationship? (We might need to know what percentage of 
youngsters participate to begin with and whether those youngsters 

„are less inclined in any event toward delinquent behavior.) , 


*, Is the sample group (children in one large city) representative of 
ali children throughout the nation? (Perhaps participation in these 
programs is more.effective in large cities than in smaller cities and. 
rural areas.) A 
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HOW TO WRITE A HIGH-SCORING ARGUMENT ESSAY 


This Argument relies on two necessary-condition assumptwions—one for 
each stated objective. Here's a response that handles both assumptions 
Cone paragraph for each one): 


The argument assumes without justification that the proposed 
moratorium is the only available means of preserving the historic 
value of the district's older buildings. To begin with, che argument, 
supplies absolutely no evidence that the new shopping center 
adversely impacts that value at all. Even if it does, the argument fails 
to account for alternative means of Preserving that value. For in- 
stance, a focused effort on restoring the most historically significant 
buildings to their original condition might be just as effective as, or 
even more effective than, a moratorium. 


Nor is the moratorium necessarily the only means of stabilizing 
revenue from tourism. Rivertown might very well boast other features 
that hold the potential of attracting tourist dollars. For that matter, an 
intensive public-relations campaign might be just as effective, or more 
effective, in reversing the decline. Moreover, common sense tells me 
that means such as these would probably be more effective than a 
moratorium, which might come too late now that the shopping 
center is already buit, In short, the argument’s author must convince 
me that the moratorium is the only feasible means of achieving both 
goals; otherwise I cannot agree thar the city should impose it, 


In 4 full-length (30-minute) essay, you might also address the following 
questions about the Argument's reasoning: 


* Is the shopping center the ¢rue cause of the slowdown in the 
district’s restaurant and retail businesses? (Perhaps some other 
change in the district is responsible instead.) 


e Is the slowdown referred to above the true cause of the decline in 
tourism revenue? (Perhaps it is local residents, not tourists, who 
have been patronizing the district's shops and restaurants less 
frequently.) l 


9. ANALYsis 
This Argument draws two inferences about 2 group (all employers in a 
certain state) based on characteristics of one member of the group (Giant 
Industries). Here’s a response that handles both inferences In a singit 
paragraph: 
This prediction relies on the assumption thar Giant is typical of the 
SGUE’S employers. as a Broup, with respect to financial strength as 
Well ts average worker age. However, the argument provides no 
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information to substantiate either assumption. Perhaps non-manufac- 
turing businesses that require a college-degreed workforce now 
account for an increasing majority of the state’s jobs. (The argument’s 
information suggests this might be the case.) If so, then the mere fact 
that one employer. albeit the state's largest ‘business, is losing 
business while its workforce nears retirement age proves almost 
nothing about the prospects for the state’s overall economy. 


In a full-length (30-minute) essay, you might also address the following 
questions about the Argument’s reasoning: 


¢ Does the term “largest private business” necessarily mean that 
Giant employs more workers than any other business in the state? 
(The smalier the workforce at Giant, the less likely that Giant is 
representative of the state’s employers as 2 group.) 


© Doesn't the prediction’s accuracy require that other future condi- 
_tions remain unchanged? (£.g., the argument ignores a possible 
influx of workers from other states.) 


e Would a reduced workforce necessarily result in business failure? 
(Perhaps businesses wili be more profitable by trimming their 
workforce.) 


-œ What is the definition of “quality of life"? (The argument's ultimate 
prediction depends on this missing definition.) 


10. ANALysis 


This Argument draws an inference about a single community (Claybrook) 
based on characteristics of a group (the nation's communities as a whole). 
Here's a response that handles the inference: 


The argument depends partly on the assumption that future employ- 
ment trends in Claybrook’s job market will reflect nationwide trends. 
However, the argument fails to consider that Claybrook. might be 
atypical. Perhaps Claybrook’'s job market will buck the trend (for one 
reason or another), and thie demand for legal assistants from CCC's 
legal-assistant program will remain strong compared to demand for 
nurses from the school’s nursing program. If so, then the cited 

-~- statistics would portend nothing about the furure employment 

prospect for graduates of-either program at CCC or about whether 

the proposed course of action would be prudent. 


à 
la a full-length (30-minute) essay, you might also address the following 
questions about the Argumient’s reasoning: 


¢ Do statistics from only one-year constitute sufficient data for 
proving a clear trend? (Perhaps last year was an exception to a 
contrary trend, or perhaps there is no trend at all.) 
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TE. Analysis ' 
This Argument assumes that current circumstances will remain unchanged 
into the future. Here’s a succinct.response that handles the problem: 


Does.a: continuation of the assumed trends depend on certain other 
conditions. remaining unchanged in the future? (E.g., an unex- 
pected national event might Spark renewed interest in law among 
college students.) 


Even if the assumed trends continue. would they necessarily cesult 
in the predicted job trends for legal assistants or nurses? .g., 
perhaps new technologies will render obsolete many traditional 
nursing functions.) 


. 


The argument relies on the assumption that all other factors (besides 
tariffs) determining the country's balance of trade will remain 
unchanged in the foreseeable furure. However, common sense tells 
me that this assumption is dubious at best and that any one of a 
myriad of possible future developments—potitical, economic, and 
sociul—might render the proposed tariff unnecessary in order to 

_ reduce the country's dependency on foreign goods. 


In a full-length (30-minute) essay, you might also address the following 
questions about the Argument's reasoning: 


2. ANALYSIS 
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Do totals from only two years constitute sufficient data to show a 
dependency on foreign goods? (Perhaps one or both of the rwo 
years were unusual in terms of the total value of exports.) 


Do export totals alone suffice to show a past or current depen- 
dency on foreign goods? (E.g., a recent increase in import totais or 
domestic sales would help refute the implication that the country 
has been dependent on foreign goods.) 


Is the argument's prediction too broad (Statistics about the value 
of imported or exported goods don't Prove anything about a 
country’s dependency on foreign services.) 


Are tariffs necessary in order to reduce the country’s dependency 


on foreign goods? (Other means, such as reducing sales taxes on 


domestic sales of goods, might be just as elfective.) 


This Argument assumes that current circumstances will remain unchanged 
into the future. Here's a response that handles the problem: 


The argument assumes that the current decline in refuse volume will 
continue, or ut least noc reverse itself. in the foreseeable furcure. 
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However, the argument fails to account for possible future develop- 
ments that might prove this assumption erroneous. For example, the 
county might experience an influx of new residents, or its residents’ 
willingness to recycle might wane. In either case, the volume of 
refuse is likely to increase, and the proposed course of action might 
result in a shortage of resources for handling refuse. To bolster the 
recommendation, the argument's proponent should provide better 
evidence, perhaps in the form of population projections and county- 
resident surveys, that the volume of refuse in Blackburn County will 
not increase in the foreseeable future. l 


In a full-length (30-minute) essay, you might also address the follow- 
ing questions about the Argument's reasoning: 


e A threshold issue: Is there a recycling problem to begin with that 
the county needs to address? (The argument provides no evidence 
that Current means are less than adequate for current as well as 
furure needs.) 


* Arethe proposed subsidies necessary to ensure that the county can 
ihandle a continued increase in the volume of recyclables? (Perhaps 
-businesses would not require subsidies to provide needed service, 
or perhaps the county itself could provide the service.) 
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: WRITING STYLE AND MECHANICS 
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TS instructs its readers to place less weight on writing style and 

mechanics than on content and Organization. This does not mean, 

however, that the first two factors won't influence the reader or 
affect your Analytical Writing score. Indeed, they might! If the way you _ 
write interferes with the reader's understanding of your ideas, vou will not 
attain a score of 5 or 6. And, in any event, poor writing will predispose 
the reader to award a lower score, regardless of your ideas or how you 
organize them. To ensure yourself a score of 5 or 6 on your essays, strive 
for writing that is: ` 


* Persuasive in style (using rhetorical devices effectively) 


* Varied in sentence length and structure Cto add interest and variety 
as well as to demonstrate maturity and sophistication in writing ` 
style) 


* Clear and concise (easy to follow and direct rather than wordy or 
verbose) 


¢ Correct in gmmmar, mechanics, and usage (conforming to the 
requirements of standard written English) 


All of this is easier said than done, of course. Don’t worry if you're not a 
natural when it comes to writing effective Prose. You can improve your 
writing significantly for your exam even if your time is short. Just follow 
the suggestions and guidelines here in Part 4. 


YOUR OVERALL TONE AND VOICE 


ferson’s E 
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In general, you should try to maintain a somewhat formal tone throughout 
both your essays. If your essay comes across as conversation, it’s 
probably a bit too informal for the GRE or GMAT. Here's a brief list of 
łdditional guidelines: 


L. The overa! tone should be critica but not inflammatory or emo- 
tional. Don't (ry tO overstate vour position by using extreme or 
harsh language. Don't TREMP to elicit a visceral or emotional re- 


sponse from the reader, Appeal instead to the reader's intellect. 
Tai 
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DEVELOPING A PERSUASIVE WRITING STYLE 


In Parts 2 and 3, you learned how to develop persuasive ideas as well asa 

_ structure and sequence for your paragraphs that serve to enhance their 
persuasiveness. To ensure a high Analytical Writing score, you should also 
develop a persuasive style, using rhetorical devices effectively.. 


RHETORICAL Worps AND PHRASES-BY FUNCTIONAL CATEGORY 
Here's a reference list of rhetorical words and phrases, categorized by 
function. Some list items you encountered as underlined words and 
phrases in the examples throughout Parts 2 and 3. Others are new here, 
To learn how you might incorporate these and other rhetorical phrases 
into your sentences, read my essays in Parts 5-8, highlighting rhetorical 
phrases as you encounter them. Review them, then try to incorporate - - 
them into your practice essays to enhance your power of persuasion. 
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to 


Use phrases such as these to subordinate an idea: 


¢ although it might appear that, at first glance it would seem/appear!. 
that, admittedly 


Use phrases such as these to argue for a position, thesis, or viewpoint: 


* promotes, facilitates, provides a strong impetus, serves to, directly, 
furthers, accomplishes, achieves, demonstrates, suggests, indicates 


Use phrases such as these to argue for a solution or direction based on 
public policy or some other normative basis: 


e ultimate goal/objective/purpose, overriding, primary concem, 
subordinate, subsumed 


When it comes to your main points, 2 very direct, even forceful 
voice is perfectly acceptable. But don’t overdo it; when it comes 
to the details, use a more dispassionate approach. 


Don’t try to make vour point with “cutesy” or humorous 
remarks. Avoid puns, double-meanings, plays on words, and 
other forms of humor. Not that GRE and GMAT readers don’t 
have a sense of humor; it’s just that they leave it at the door 
when they go to work for ETS. (That sentence exhibits just the 
sort of “humor” vou should avoid in your essays.) 


Sarcasm is entirely inappropriate for your GRE or GMAT essays. 
Besides, the reader might not realize that you're being sarcastic, 
in which case your remark will only serve to confuse the reader. 
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‘Use phrases such as these to refute, rebut, Or counter a proposition, 
ESTE ok Viewpoint gu kin hon clu (thay at ey l 7 
* however, closer scrutiny reveals, upon closer inspection/examination, 
amore thorough analysis, in reality, actually, when viewed more closely, 
when viewed from another perspective, further observation shows 


Use phrases such as these to point out problems with a proposition, 
theory, or viewpoint: 


e however, nevertheless, yet, still, despite, of course, serious draw- 
backs, problematic, countervailing factors 


. as Use phrases such as these to argue against a position or viewpoint: 


e works against, undermines, thwarts, defeats, runs contrary to, fails 
to achieve/promote/accomplish, is inconsistent with, impedes 


Use phrases such as these to argue that the merits of one position out- 
weigh those of another. 


* on balance, on the whole, all things considered, in the final analysis 


voip Empty RHETORIC 


Many test takers try to mask weak ideas by relying on strong rhetoric. Be 
careful in using words and phrases such as these for emphasis: 


clearly, absolutely, definitely, without a doubt, nobody could dispute 
that, extremely, positively, emphatically, unquestionably, certainly, 
undeniably, without reservation 


It's okay to use these phrases. But keep in mind: By themselves, they add 
absolutely no substance to your ideas. So be sure that you have convincing 
reasons and/or exampies to back up your rhetoric! 


SING IRONY As A Ruetoricat Device 


In your Issue essay, look for the opportunity to use words in their ironic 
sense or 2s misnomers for rhetorical emphasis—in other words, to help 
make your point. Read the Issue statement closely for key words. Here's 


one example of each: `” ee 
Example (Irony) Beg 

The speaker fails to consider the fong-term cultural impact of the 

kinds of technological “advancements” I’ve just described. . 


Example (Misnomer) 
The “knowledge” to which the statement refers is, in actuality, only 
subjective perception. 


Be sure to use quotation marks for the ironic term or misnomer, whether 
Or Not you're quoting the Issue statement. 
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Usine PUNCTUATION FoR RHETORICAL EMPHASIS 
Use punctuation for rhetorical emphasis very sparingly. heeding the 
following points of advice: 

* Use em dashes (wo hyphens or one hyphen preceded and 
followed by a space) in the middle of a sentence—instead of 
commas or parentheses—to set off particularly important paren- 
thetical material (just like in this sentence). You can also use an em 
dash instead of a comma before a concluding phrase—to help set 
off and emphasize what follows (just like in this sentence), But 
don’t overuse the dash—~or it will Jose its punch (as in this para- 
graph). 

o Use exclamation points for emphasis very. sparingly. As in this 
paragraph, one per essay is plenty! 

e Use the question mark ver} sparingly (once or twice per essay is 
enough) and only for posing rhetorical questions, (You'll return to 
this topic a bit Jater.) 

atte Pr AES 
“NOTE: Avoid using UPPERCASE letters, vasterisks’, Similar ger 
devices to flag. words: ‘you i'd hae rons in rhetorical; pests 


any event. 


CONNECTING YOUR IDEAS TOGETHER 


Your essays will not earn top scores unless your ideas flaw naturally from 
one to the next, so the reader can easily follow your train of thought. To 
connect your ideas together, develop your own arsenal of transition 
devices—words and phrases that serve as bridges between ideas and help 
to convey your line of reasoning to the reader. 
- Each transition device should help the reader make certain connec- 
tions or assumptions about the two areas that you are connecting to- 
gether. For example, some lead your reader forward and imply the 
building of an idea or thought, while others prompt the reader to compare 
ideas or draw conclusions from the preceding thoughés. In the examples 
throughout Parts 2 and 3, vou encountered devices such as underlined 
words and phrases. Now here’s a reference list that includes many of 
those underlined words and phrases, along with some additional ones—by 
functional category. 
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WRITING STYLE AND MECHANICS 
To Signal Addition 7 
and, again, and then, besides, equally important, finally, further, 
furthermore, nor, too, next, lastly, what’s more 


To Connect Ideas Together 

furthermore, additionally, in addition, also, {first, second,.... . }, 
moreover, most important/significandy, consequently, simultaneously, 
concurrently, next, finally i i 


To Signal Comparison or Contrast a EE ER 

« but, although, Conversely, in contrast, on the other hand, whereas, 
but, except, by comparison, where, compared to, weighed against, 
vis-a-vis, while, meanwhile 

= ioa To Signal Proof 

because, for, since, for the same reason, obviously, evidently, 
furthermore, morcover, besides, indeed, in fact, in addition, in any 
case, that is. 


To Signal Exception 
yee, still, however, nevertheless, in spite of, despite, of course, 
occasionally, sometimes, in rare instances, infrequently 


To Signal Sequence—Chronological, Logical, or Rhetorical 
(first, secondly), thirddy), . . .], next, then, now, at this point, then, 
after, in turn, subsequently, finally, consequently, previously, before- 
hand, simultaneously, concurrently 


To Signal Examples 

for example, for instance, perhaps, consider, take the case of vey tO 
demonstrate, to illustrate, as an. illustration, one possible scenario, in 
this case, in another case, on this occasion, in this situation 


To Signal Your Reasoning from Premise to Conclusion 
therefore, thus, hence, accordingly, as a resit, it follows that, hence, 
therefore, accordingly, thus, in turn: 


Use These Phrases for Your Concluding or Summary Paragraph 
in sum, in the final analysis, in brief, summing up, in conclusion, to 
conclude, to recapitulate, in essence, in a nutshell 
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REFERENCES TO YOURSELF AND TO THE PEE OR 
ARGUMENT 


Occasionally in your essays. you'll need to refer to the Issue statement (or 
Argument) as well to its hypothetical source. whether a person or entity. 
You might also wish to refer to yourself trom time to time. Here are some 
guidelines for handling these references. 


SELF-REFERENCES 


Self-references—singular as well as plural—are perfectly acceptable, 
though optional. Just be consistent: 


I disagree with . . 
In my view, ... 


Without additional evidence, we cannot assume that... 


REFERENCES TO THE STATEMENT OR ARGUMENT 


in your Issue essay, refer to a statement or statement as “this statement” or an 
alternative such as “this claim” or “this assertion.” In your Argument essay, ty 
using “argument” to refer to the passage’s line of reasoning ‘as a whole or 
“recommendation” or “claim” to refer to the specific conclusions. 


REFERENCES TO THE SOURCE OF THE STATEMENT OR ARGUMENT 


Be sure your references to a statement or Argument's source are appropri- 
ate. In your issue essay, you can simply refer to the statement's source as 
the “speaker.” In your Argument essay, the first time you refer to the 
source, be specific and correc:—e.g., “this editorial,” “the ad,” “the vice 
president,” or “ACME Shoes.” If no specific source is provided, try using 
“author” or “argument.” 


PRONOUN REFERENCES TO AN ARGUMENT’S PROPONENT 


In your Argument essay, it’s okay to save keystrokes by using an occasional 
pronoun. just be sure that your pronouns are appropriate and consistent 
(male, female, or neither): 


The speaker argues. ... Her line of reasoning is . . . ; but she 
overlooks... 


The manager cites .. . in support of bis argument® . . . He then 


Se 


recommends... 
To strengthen its conclusion, the board must... . Jt must'also ... 
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$ Also, be Sure that your pronoun references are clear, Ifa pronoun is. 
Separated from its antecedent (the noun that it describes) b 


y one or more 
sentences, don’t use a pronoun. 


neers ee 


| SHORTHAND REFERENCES TO AN ARGUMENT’s SOURCE AND EVIDENCE 


It's perfectly acceptable to save keystrokes with shorthand names or 
acronyms im place of multiple-word proper nouns. If you use an acronym, 
be sure to identify it the first time you use it. For example: 


In this Argument, the marketing director for Specialty 


Manufacturing 
(SM) recommends that SM discontinue its line of .. . 


QUOTING THE STATEMENT OR ARGUMENT 


Occasionally, it may be appropriate to quote key words or phrases from 
the [ssue statement or Argument at hand. For example, you might wish to 
point out to the reader a key phrase that is ambiguous or vague (e.g., 
“certain respondents”) or 2 term that is overly inclusive or exclusive (e.g., 
“only” or “alt”. Just keep the number of quoted words and phrases to a 
minimum, Also, there's never any justification for quoting entire sentences. 


YOUR SENTENCES 


This section provides a checklist of the most common pitfalls to avoid 
when constructing sentences. You'll find few hard-and-fast rules here, 


because we're not dealing with rules of grammar but rather rules of thumb 
for the art of effective writing. 


SENTENCE LENGTH AND VARIETY 


In order to ensure top scores On your essays, strive for sentences that are 
varied in length and structured in a manner that helps convey their 
intended meaning, rather than obscuring or distorting it. Here are some 
tips for both writing tasks: 

lL. Sentences thar vary in length make for a more interesting and 
persuasive essay. For rhetorical emphasis, try using an abrupt 
short sentence for a crucial point, either before or atter longer 
sentences (hat ctucidare that point. 
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DART OF A SENTENCE OUT OF BALANCE WITH ANOTHER PART 


Awkward Use OF THE Passive AND Active “Voices” x 
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. Sentences that use the same essentia) structure can help convey 
vour line of reasoning to the reader. Try using the same structure 
for a list of reasons or examples. 


3. Sentences that essentially repeat (verbatim) throughout your 
essay suggest an immature, unsophisticated writing style. Try to 
avoid using so-called “template” sentences over and over—- 
especially for the first (or last) sentence of each body paragraph. 
There’s nothing wrong with copying and pasting certain sen- 
tences to speed up the writing process: just be sure to “tweak” 
them so each one is distinct. . 


4, Sentences that pose questions can be a useful rhetorical device: 
Like short, abrupt sentences, rhetorical questions can help per- 
suade the reader—or at least help to make your point. They can be 
quite effective, especially in Issue essays. They also add interest 
and variety. Yet how many test takers think to incorporate them 
into their essays? Not many. (By the way, I just posed a rhetorical 
question.) Just be sure to provide an answer to your question, And 
don’t overdo it; one rhetorical question per essay is plenty. 


5. For additional variety, use a semicolon to transform two sen- 
tences involving the same train of thought into one; and use the 
word “and” to connect your two independent clauses (just as in 
this sentence). 


An effective sentence gets its point across by placing appropriate emphas 
on its different parts. Be sure that the main idea receives greater emphasis 
(as a main clause) than subordinate ideas. 


Equal Emphasis (Confusing) 

Treating bodily disorders by noninvasive methods is generally 
painless, and these methods. are Jess likely than those of convention: 
Western medicine to result in permanent healing. C 
Emphasis on Second Clause (Better) Oi 
Although treating bodily disorders by noninvasive methods is gener- 
ally painless, these methods are less likely than thdse of convention 
Western medicine to result in permanent healing. 


In a sentence expressed using the active voice, the subject “acts upon” 
object, Conversely, in a sentence expressed in the passive voice, the 
subject “is acted upon” by an object. You can generally use cither voice | 
your GRE or GMAT essays. However, one may be clearer and less 
awkward than the other, depending on the particular sentence. In any 
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cvent, never mix the two voices in the same sentence, and try not to shift 
voice from one sentence to the next. Here's a sentence where the active 
voice is better. 


Passive (Acceptable) 

While repetitive tasks are not generally performed reliably by humans 
for prolonged time periods, such tasks can be performed reliably by 
computers almost endlessty. 


EESE aer Active (Better) 

While most humans cannot perform repetitive tasks reliably for a 
prolonged time period, computers can perform such tasks endlessly 
and reliably. as ; 


Mixed (Awkward) 

While humans generally cannot perform repetitive casks reliably for a 
prolonged time period, repetitive tasks can be performed endlessly by 
computers in a reliable manner. 


In this next sentence, the passive voice is needed for emphasis and clarity. 


Active (Acceptable) 
it is actuallya chemical in the brain that creates the sensation of having 
eaten enough, a chemical that consuming simple sugars depletes. 


Passive (More Effective) ; 
The sensation of having eaten enough is actually created by a 
chemical in the brain that is depleted by consuming simple sugars. 


Mixed (Awkward) 
The sensation of having eaten enough is actually created by a 
chemical in the brain that consuming simple sugars depletes. 


CONFUSING OR VAGUE Pronoun REFERENCES 


à pronoun (e.g., she, him, their, its) is a shorthand way of referring to an 
identifiable noun (person, place, or thing). Nouns to which pronouns refer 
are called antecedents. Make sure every pronoun in a sentence has a clear 
antecedent. One way to correct a pronoun-reference error is to reposition 
the noun and pronoun as near as possible to each other. 


Confusing 


During their burgeoning independence from England, Madison and 
Hamilton, among others, recognized the need to foster allegiances 
berween all the states. 


Clear 


Madison and Hamilton, among others, recognized the need to foster 


allegiances among all the states during their burgeoning indepen- 
dence trom England. 
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Another way to correct a pronoun-reference error is to replace the - 
pronoun with its antecedent. 
Confusing 
E-mail accounts administered by employers. belong to them, and they 
can be seized and used as evidence against the employee. 
Clear 


E-mail accounts administered by an employer belong to the employer, 
who can seize and use the accounts as evidence against the employee. 


JMPROPER PLACEMENT OF MODIFIERS 


A modifier is a word or phrase that describes, restricts, or qualifies 
another word or phrase. Modifying phrases are typically sct off with 
commas. Try to place modifiers as close as possible to the word(s) they D 
modify; otherwise, you could end up with an ambiguous and confusing 
sentence. 

Ambiguous 

Exercising frequently contributes to not only a sense of well being 

but also to longevity. 

Clear 

Frequent exercise contributes not only to a sense of well being but 

also to Jongevity. 

Ambiguous 

Through careful examination, competent diagnosis, and successful 

treatment, patients grow to trust their physicians. 

Clear - x J= ~ cae 


Through careful examination, competent diagnosis, and successful 
treatment, physicians help their patients grow to trust them. 


IMPROPER “SPLITTING OF A GRAMMATICAL Üni 


Splitting apart clauses or phrases (by inserting a word or clause between 


them) often results in an awkward and confusing sentence. of S$ 
Split ae . 
The value of the dollar is not, relative to other currencies, rising 
universally. 
bakis ae eg . Better R 
‘ i The value of the dollar is not rising universally relative to other 
* currencies. 
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Spt 
\ Typographer Lucian Bernhard was influenced, perhaps more so than 
any of his contemporaries, by Toulouse-Lautrec’s emphasis on large, 
unharmonious lettering. 


Better 

Perhaps more so than any of his contemporaries, typographer Lucian 
Bernhard was influenced by Toulouse-Lautrec's emphasis on large, 
unharmonious lettering. l 


ANGUNG. MODIFIER ERRORS 


A dangling modifier is a modifier that fails to refer to any particular 
word(s) in the sentence. The best way to correct a dangling-modifier - 
problem is to reconstruct the sentence. 


Dangling. 

By imposing artificial restrictions in price on oil suppliers, these 
suppliers will be forced to lower production costs. (Who or what is 
imposing restrictions?) 

Clear a Svir : 
Imposing artificial price restrictions on oil suppliers will force these 
suppliers to lower production costs. 


Certain dangling modifiers are nevertheless acceptable: 


Acceptable 

Judging from the number of violent crimes committed every year by 
minors, our nation must overhaul its juvenile justice system. (The 
sentence makes no reference to whomever is judging; but it is 
acceptable anyway.) 


RINGING TOGETHER Too Many AbJectives 
' Avoid juxtaposing more then two adjectives, especially if the sring 
includes a possessive (a noun with an apostrophe to indicate possession). 
The following sentence also uses the gerund confusing in a “confusing” 
manner, l 


Awkward String , 

To avoid confusing oral medications, different pills’ coatings shouid 
have different colors, and pilis should be different in shape and size, 
Clear and Less Awkward 


To avoid confusion between different oral medications, pills shouid 
differ in color as well as in shape and size. 
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Usinc Too Few (or Too Many} Commas 


Although punctuation is the least important aspect of vour GRE or GMAT 
essay, too few or too many commas might interfere with the reader's 
understanding of a sentence, at which point the punctuation becomes 
important. Too few commas might confuse the reader, while 100 many 
can unduly interrupt the sentence’s flow. Here's the guideline: Use the 
minimum number of commas needed for a reader to understand the 
intended meaning of the sentence. 


Too Few Commas 
Enzyme catalysis takes place in living systems and as it is nota 
laboratory procedure is therefore subject to cellular controis. 


d 


Better 
Enzyme Catalysis takes place in living systems, and as it is nota . 
laboratory procedure is therefore subject to cellular controls. 


Also Acceptable 
Enzyme catalysis takes place in living systems, and, as it is not a 
laboratory procedure, is therefore subject to cellular controls. 


Worpy AND AWKWARD PHRASES 


With an unlimited amount of words, anyone can make the point; but it 
“requires skill and effort to make your point with concise phrases. If your 
sentences seem too long, check for wordy, awkward phrases that can be 
replaced with more clear and concise ones. Here are three examples 
(replace italicized phrases with the ones in parentheses): 


Rep 


Discipline is crucial to the attainment of one's objectives. (attain) 


To indicate the fact that they are in opposition to a bill, legislators 
sometimes engage in filibusters. (To show their) 


In Norse poetry, the stories rarely stand as substitutes or symbols for 
anything other than the stories themselves. (else) 


Look for the opportunity to change prepositional phrases into one-word 
rer ae * modifiers: 


The employee with ambition... 
The ambitious employee... 


& 
You can often rework clauses with relative pronouns (that, who, which, 
etc.}, omitting the pronoun: 


The system that is most efficient and accurate .. . 


The most efficient and accurate system... 
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WRITING STYLE ANO MECHANICS 
Using it is, there is, and there are at the beginning of sentences can resuit. 
in 2 wordy and awkward sentence. You might need to restructure an 
entire sentence to remedy this problem, 


Wordy and Awkward. 

There is a gene that causes hemophilia, which if paired with a 
healthy gene results in the individual’s. not developing the disease’s 
symptoms. 

Clear and Concise 


< If paired’ with a healthy gene, the gene that causes hemophilia will 
not result in the development of. the disease’s. symptoms. 


om e 


in your Argument essay, you can replace wordy phrases that signal a 
premise with 2 single word, 


Wordier 

the reason for, for the reason that, due to the fact that, in light of the 
fact that, on the grounds that 

More Concise 

because, since, considering that 


REDUNDANT Worps AND PHRASES 


Check your essays for words and phrases that express the same essential 
idea twice. 


Both unemployment levels as well as interest rates can affect stock 
prices. (Replace as well as with and or omit both.) 


The reason science is being blamed for threats to the natural environ- 
ment is because scientists fail to see that technology is only as useful, 
or as harmful, as those who decide how to use it. (Replace because 
with that or omit the reason and ts.) 


YOUR FACILITY WITH THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 


To ensure yourself top scores for your essays, strive to convince the 
readers that you possess a strong command of the English language—i.c., 
that you can use the language and its conventions clearly and persuasively 
in writing. To show the reader the requisite linguistic prowess, try to: 


* Demonstrate u solid vocabulary 
* Use proper idioms (especially prepositional phrases) 


e Use proper diction (word usage and choice) 
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DEMONSTRATING A SOLD VOCABULARY 

By all means, show the reader that you possess the vocabulary of a broadly 
educated individual and that you know how to use it. But keep the 
folowing caveats in mind: 
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PART 4 


Don't overuse SAT- style words just to make an impression. Doing 
so will only. serve to warn the reader that you re trying to mask 
poor content with “window dressing.” 


Avoid obscure or archaic words that few readers are likely to 
know. The readers will not take time while reading essays to` 
consult their unabridged dictionaries. 


Avoid technical terminology that only specialists and scholars in 
a specific field understand. Most readers are English-language 
generalists from the academic fields of English and Communica- 
tons, not biochemists or economic- -policy analysts. 


Use Latin and other non-English terms very sparingly. After all, 
one of the primary skills being tested through the GRE and 


the occasional use of Latin terms and acronyms-—for example, 
per se, de facto, ad hoc, and especially ie., and e.g.,—is perfecus 
acceptable. Non-English words used commonly in academic 
writing—such as vis-à-vis, caveat, and latsser Jaire—are accept 
able as well. Again, however, don't overdo it. before a conclud- 
ing phrase 


an JOTE: :The-rulesforstandard written -English requirebat 
Latin: and. other-non-English ‘terms: be italicized (or. under, : 
eae “However, sthe‘GRE-and-GMAT word processors: do” 

remot allow -you to incorporate-these attributes -or; Special 
\aiacridedl ‘marks :(as ‘inivis-a-vis): “Souleave-words. such: ias! 
i sxthesesas. isbur: ‘bevsure, the rare.terms:that most: educated #: > 


Avoid colioquialisms (slang and vernacular), Otherwise, instead 
-of hitting a home run with your essay, your essay will turn out 
‘lousy, and you'll be out of jutk and need to snake your way in te 
a bottom-barre] graduate program. (Did you catch the five 

colloguialisms in the preceding sentence?) _ oa ea 
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JsING THE Lansuace « or Camcat REASONING 
As noted above, you need not resort to the obscure‘ terminology of formal 
logic—especially Latin terms such-as “ipso. facto” and “Q.E.D.” However, 
in all likelihood, you'll need to use the more commonly used ones, such as 
“argument,” “assumptuon,” “conclusion,” and possibly “premise” and 
“inference” — especially in your Argument essay. Be sure you understand. 
what these words mean and that your use of them is idlomatically proper. 
Here are definitions for these terms and usage guidelines. 


Argument 


The process of reasoning from premises to conclusion. 


1 To desenbe*s flawed argument, use adjectives such as weak, poor, nun- 
sound, poorly reasoned, dubious, poorly supported, and problematic, 


To describe a good argument use adjectives such as strong, convinc- 
ing, well reasoned, and well supported, 


You don’t “prove an argument”; rather, you “prove an argument (to 
be) true.” (However, the word. “pròve” implies deduction and should 
3 i : _ be used sparingly, if ac all, in your Argument essay.) 


Premise 
A proposition helping to support an arpgument’s conclusion. 


Use the words premise and evidence interchangeably to refer to 
stated information that is not in dispute. 


Assumption 
Something taken for granted to be true in the argument (Strictly 
speaking, assumptions are unstated, assumed premises.) 


To describe an assumption, use adjectives such as unsupported, 
unsubstantiated, and unproven. 


To describe a particularly bad assumption, use adjectives such as 
unlikely, poor, questionable, doubtful, dubious, and improbable. . 


To strengthen an argument, you substantiate an assumption or prove 
(or show or demonstrate) chat the assumption is true. (However, be 
careful in using the word PE it is'a strong word that implies 
deduction.) 


Strictly speaking, an assumption is neither “true” nor “false,” neither 
“correct” nor “incorrect.” Also, you don’t “prove an assumption.” 
Conclusion 

A proposition derived by deduction or inference trom the premises of 
an argument 

To describe a poor conclusion, use adjectives such as indefensible, 
unjustified, unsupported, improbable, and weak, 
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To describe a good conclusion. use adjectives such as well-supported, 
Proper, probable. well-justified, and Strong, 


Although vou can “Prove a conclusion” or “provide proof for a 
conclusion,” again the word proof implies deduction. You're better 
off “supporting a Conclusion” or “showing that the conclusion is 
probable.” 


The process of deriving from assumed premises (assumptions) either 
a strict conclusion or 2 conclusion that is to some degree probable 


You can describe an inference as Poor, unjustified, improbable, or 
Sa oe pe y 
unlikely. ` oo : nk 
- You can also describe an inference as Strong, justified, Probable, or 
likely. i l o 
You can “infer that >." but the phrase “infer a conclusion” is 
awkward. 


Deduction : 
The process of reasoning in which the conclusion follows necessarily 
from the premises (Deduction is a Specific kind of inference.) 


NOTE: ‘GRE and ‘GMAT Arguments. do norinvolve deduction: ay : 
‘inferences and conclusions ‘involve:probabilities, not.certainties? `; 
So there’s-no-reason to use any form ‘of the word “deduction: 
‘your Argument essay. os eee 
> Pa Id 
our Dicton AND USE OF Ibioms 


essay’s ideas and how you organize them. In the Previous section, you ` 
learned some specific suggestions for diction and idiom. Here you'll learn 

tips for avoiding, or at least minimizing, diction and idiom errors in your 
essays. 


Tij 


error: 
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One Type of Diction Error 

The best way to impede employees to improve their productivity is 
to alow them to determine for themselves the most efficient way of 
performing their individual job tasks. 


(The word impede means “to hinder or hamper’; in the context of 
this sentence, impede should be replaced with a word such as impel, 
which means “propel or drive.” The test taker might have confused 
these (vo words.) 


Another Type of Diction Error . 
Unless the department can supply a comparative cost-benefit analysis 
for the two alternative courses of-action, I woud remain diffident 

+ about following the department's recommendation. 


(The word diffident means “reluctant, unwilling, or shy.” A more 
appropriate word here would be ambivalent, which means “unde- 
cided or indecisive.” Or perhaps the test taker meant to use the word 
indifferent (thereby committing the first cype of diction erroc). 


What appear to be diction errors mightin many instances be mere clerical 

oo ate (typing) errors. Accordingly, problems with your word choice and usage 
will adversely affect your scores only if they are obvious and occur 
frequently. 


diom : 
An idiom is a distinctive (idiosyncratic) phrase that is either proper or 
improper simply based upon whether it has become acceptable over 
time—through repeated and common use. Here are two sentences, each 
of which contains an idiomatic prepositional phrase as well as another 
idiom: l ; 
Example—from a Typical Issue Essay 
The speaker's contention flies in the face of the empirical evidence 
and, in any event, runs contrary to common sense. 


Example—from a Typical Argument Essay 

For all we know, last year was the only year in which the company 
earned a profit, in which case the vice president's advice might tur 
out especially poor in retrospect. ` l 


lips for Avoiding Diction and Idiom Errors 
Idioms don't cely on any particular niles of grammar; hence, they are 
learned over ime by experience. As you might suspect, the English 
language contains more idiomatic expressions than you can shake 2 
thesaurus at. Moreover, the number of possible diction errors isn’t even 
limited only to the number of entries in a good unabridged English 
dicuonary. Although it is impossible in these pages to provide an adequate 
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Error tN CHOICE oF ADJECTIVE FoR COMPARISONS 
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diction or idiom review, here are some Guidelines to keep vou on the 
straight and narrow when it comes to these aspects of vour writing: 


> Lfyou're the least bit unsure abour the meaning ofa word youintend to 
use in your essay, don't use it. Why risk committing a diction blunder jus 
to impress the reader with an erudite vocabular? (And if you're not surt 
what “erudite” means, either find out or don't useitin vour essays!) 


* Ifa phrase sounds wrong to your ear, change it until it sounds 
cOfrect to vou. 


* The fewer words you use, the less likely you'll commit an error in 
diction or idiom. So when in doubt, go with a relatively brief 
phrase that you still think conveys your point. 


* If English is your second language, take heart: In evaluating and 
scoring your essays, GRE and GMAT readers take into account 
diction or idiom problems only to the extent that those problems 
interfere with a reader's understanding of your sentence's intended 
meaning. As long as your writing is understandable to your EFL 
(English.as-first-language) friends, you need not worry. 


* If you have ample time before your exam, and you think your diction 
and use of idioms could stand considerable improvement, check for 
errors in your practice essays by consulting a reputable guide to En- 
glish usage-—or a trusted professor, colleague, or acquaintance who 
has a firm grasp of the conventions of standard written English, 


In this section, you'll learn the Grammatical errors that test takers make ~~ 
most Often in their GRE and GMAT essays. Of course, I can't cover the 
entire area of English grammar here. Consult a comprehensive grammar 
Buide for more details about the various errors listed here. 


Use adjectives ending in ær and -ier to Compare two things; use adjectives 
ending in -est and -iest to compare three or-more things. 


Correct ` 
The island of Hawaii is the largest-of the Hawhiian islands. 


Correct 
The island of Hawaii is /arger than any other Hawaiian island. 


Another way to make a comparison is to precede the adjective by a word 
such as more, less, most, Or least. As a rule of thumb, use this method 
when describing longer nouns, but use the -er or æst suffix for short 
nouns. Also, be sure ro use less/least to compare amounts, but use 
Sewer/fewest 10 compare Numbers. 
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uPROPER Use oF Reriexive Pronouns ga Meg ee 
Reflexive pronouns include such words as oneself, itself, und themselves. 
In general. use reflexive pronouns only when the subject of the sentence 
is acting upon itself (in other words, when the subject is also the object). <*> 
Incorrect 
Conuary to popular myth, war heroes rarely earn their status by 
acting as if they themselves are invincible. 
Correct 
Contrary to popular myth, war heroes rarely carn their status by 
acting as if they were invinctbie. 
a  COrrect u, 
Contrary to popular myth, ‘war heroes rarely consider themselves 
invincible and rarely act as if they were. 


RROR IN PRONOUN-ANTECEDENT AGREEMENT 


An antecedent is simply the noun to which a pronoun refers. Be sure that 
pronouns agree in number (singular or plural) with their antecedents. 
2 Singular (Correct) aa 
Studying other artists actually helps a young painter develop bis or 
ig ` her own style. 

Plural (Correct). 
Studying other artists actually helps young painters develop their 
own style. 


Singular pronouns are generally used in referring to antecedents such as 
each, either, netther, and one. 


Singular (Correct) 

The Republican and Democratic parties each seem to prefer criticiz- 
ing the other's policies over making constructive proposals ftself. 
Plural (Correct) 


The Republican and Democratic parties both seem to prefer criticiz- 


ing euch otber’s policies over making constructive proposals them- 
selves. ` 
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ERROR iN Supsect-Vers AGREEMENT 


A verb should always agree in number—cither singular or plural—with its 
subject. An intervening clause set off by commas masks a subject-verb 
agreement error. Both sentences below include a singular subject and 
therefore call for 2 singular verb (in parentheses), 


incorrect 

Improved sonar technology, together with less Stringent quotas, 
account for the recent increase in the amount of fish caught by 
commercial vessels. (accounts) i 


Incorrect ‘i 
Grade school instruction in ethical and social values, particularly the 


values of respect and of tolerance, are required for any democracy to 
thrive, (is) 


Compound subjects (multiple subjects joined by connectors such as the 
word and or the word or) can also mask agreement errors. Remember: If 
joined by and, a compound subject is usually plural (and takes a plural 
verb). But if joined by or, either... or, Of netiber.., nor, compound 
subjects are usually singular, 


Plural Subject (Correct) 
Raising a child alone and holding down a full-time job require good 
Organizational! skills. 


Singular Subject (Correct) 
Neither his financial patron nor Copernicus himself was expecting 


the societal backlash resulting from his denouncing the Earth- 
centered Ptolemaic model of the universe. 


IMPROPER MIXING OF GERUNDS, NOMINATIVES, AND INFINITIVES 
A gerund is a verb turned into a noun by tacking on -ing (by ‘the way, 
tacking is a gerund). A nominative is a noun phrase that substitutes for a 
gerund (the use of is a substitute for using). An infinitive is the plural 
form of an action verb, preceded by to (as in to go). Avoid mixing gerunds 
with either infinitives or nominatives. In the next sentence, use either the 
italicized pair or the parenthesized pair: N 
To Assert- , a a 
(Asserting) that the nation's health-care crisis can be remedied only 
by political means would essentially be to ignore Cignoring) the role 
of technological innovation. 
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in ome cases, however, it is acceptable to mix fonms: 


Mixed But Acceptable 
Hamessing the power of nature has resulted in our control Over it 
rather than our submitting to it. 


Also Acceptable 
Harnessing the power of nacure has resulted in our controlling it 
rather than our submitting to it. 


Use whichever form most clearly conveys the intended meaning of the sen- 
tence. In the next sentence, the gerund using obscures the identity of the user 


e 


Unclear ~ 

‘ Opposition’to using prison labor by private manufacturing companies 
began to emerge alongside the burgeoning of the organized labor 
movement in the latter part of the nineteenth century. (Replace using 
with the use of.) - 


FAULTY PARALLELISM—LisTs ~ 


Sentence elements that are grammatically equal—such as a list of irems— 
should be constructed similarly. Check all lists for inconsistent or mixed use of: 


¢ Prepositions (such as irt, with, or on) 

¢ Gerunds (verbs with an -ing added: to the end) 
* Intinitives (plural verbs preceded by fo) 

* articles (such as a and the) 


Correct 

Long before the abolition of slavery, many freed indentured servants 
were able fo acquire property, fo interact with people of other races, 
and fo maintain their freedom. i 


Correct 

Long before the abolition of Slavery, many freed indentured servants 
were able fo acquire property, interact with people of other races, 
and maintain their freedom. 


FAULTY PARALLELISM——~CORRELATIVES 
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Also check for fuutey parallelism wherever you've used correletives, Here 
are the most commonly used correlatives: 


e Either... or... 
e Neither... nor... 
* Both... and... 
* Notonly.. butalso... 
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Make sure that the clement immediately folowing the first correlative term 
is parallel in Construction to the element following the second term, 
Here's an example ual contains the correlative pair nor oniy... but alsa: 


Faulty Parallelism 

According to behavior! Psychology, Physiological FESPOnses to 
extemal stimuli are not onl) observable and measurable but also can 
explain why humans behave as they do. 


Parallel (One Construction) 

According to behavioral psychology, Physiological responses to 
extemal stimuli nos only are observable and measurable but also can 
explain why humans behave as they do. 


Paralel (Alternative Construction) 

According to behavioral Psychology, nor oniy are Physiologica) 
FeSPONSEs lo external stimuli observable and measurable, but they 
can also explain why humans behave as they do. . 


ERROR IN Vers TENSE 


Confusing 

Due to the fact that fewer makers of personal computers are turning 
a profit lately, many such companies plan to hold Prices at current 
levels. (The word “lately” establishes the Present perfect tense, 
requiring the verb form “have been” instead of “are. ") 

Confusing 

The underlying philosophy of our current juvenile justice System was 
the cenruries-old “age of accountability” legal doctrine, which 


way that confuses the meaning of the sentence; the Philosophy 
behind the current System is necessarily @ current Philosophy.) 


RROR IN USING THE SUBJUNCTIVE Moop ar A 


were, and should, in the folowing sentences, the words in parentheses 
should replace italicized words. 
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The Environmental Prorection Agency would be overburdened by its 
detection and enforcement duties if it futly implemented (were it to 
fully implement) all of its awn regulations. 


Had each nation had its own way during the course of the negotia- 
bons, international relations could quickly degenerate (could have 
quickly degenerated) into chaos, thereby threatening humanity’s very _ 
e@ustence. 


JOS AND DON'TS FOR WRITING STYLE AND 


MECHANICS 


Do 


Don’t 


Do 
Do 
Do 


Don’t 


Don’t 
Do 
Do 


Don’t 
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Finally, review some of the key points from Part 4. Here are two lists of 
DO's and DON'Ts—for writing style and mechanics. To reinforce the ideas 
in this list, earmark the list and refer to it from time to time as you 
practice both writing tasks and as you read my sample essays in Parts 5-8. 


maintain 4 somewhat formal tone: avoid slang and colloquialisms. 
k 


try to make your point with humor or sarcasm. 


use rhetorical and transitional phrases for Persuasiveness and cohesiveness. 


vary your sentence length. 


use 2 Consistent sentence stricture for related ideas, examples, or reasons. 


strive for concise writing that avoids undue wordiness, repetition, und 
redundancy. 


try COO hard to impress the readers with your vocabulary or use of 
distinctive idioms. 


overuse Latin and other non-English terms. 
refer to yourself, at your option. 


be sure your references to the source of the statement or argument are 
appropriate. 


be overly concemed about your grammar, spelling, or punctuation, 
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SAMPLE ESSAYS FOR 
! 20 OFFICIAL GRE ISSUES 


art 5 Contains my responses to 20 of the Issues in the test maker's 

official pool. You can obtain the-entire list of official Issues via my 
t GRE Anätytical Writing Web site (www.west. net/~stewart/grewa). 
As you study the responses here in Part 5, keep in mind the following: 


* Each essay provides merely one of many possible viewpoints on 
the issue at hand. Keep in mind: there is no single “correct” 
perspective on any GRE Issue. 


« I did not compose these essays under timed conditions. Also, I did 
quite a bit of fine-tuning to make them better models for you to 
study. So don’t be concerned if your essays uren’t as polished as 
mine. Be realistic about what you can produce in 45 minutes. 


e These essays are intended to provide you with substantive, organi- 
zational, and style ideas for composing your GRE Issue essay; but 
they are not for copying word-for-word, Be forewarned: GRE 
readers will be on the lookout for plagiarism. 


“IMPORTANT From: timen to: times ETS charges. ee Sequence 
Be of Issues. in its pool; so: be sure: to: ‘cHeck my" ‘online updates 

i garvenewest. oe /~stewart): for: the. current sequence. Preceding 

each. essay here in. Part 5 is 2 ‘brief phrase that describes the 

Issue’ S topic; this description. should help you match che essay 

‘to the ‘corresponding Issue:i im the: officiat pool. 
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Is Moderation in All Things Poor Advice? 


wneu Petersons.com 


Should we strive for moderation in all things, as the adage suggests? ] 
lend to age with the speaker that worthwhile endeavors sometimes 
require. or at least call for, intense focus at the expense of moderation. 

The virtues of moderation are undeniable. Moderation in all things 
affords us the time and energy to sample more of what life and the world 
have to offer. In contrast. lack of moderation leads to a life our of balance. As 
a society, we are slowly coming to realize what many astute psychologists 
and medical practitioners have known all along: we are at our best as 
humans only when we strike a proper balance between the mind, body, and 
spint. The call for a balanced life is essentially 2 call for moderation in all 
things. i 
For instance, while moderate exercise improves our health and sense of 
well-being, overexercise and intense exercise can cause injury or 
psychological burnout, either of which defeat our purpose by requiring us to 
discontinue exercise altogether. Lack of moderation in diet can cause obesity 
at one extreme or anorexia at the other, either of which endangers one's 
health—and even life. And when it comes to potentially addictive substances— 
alcohol, tobacco, and the like—the deleterious effects of overconsumption 
are clear enough. 

The virtues of moderation apply to work as well. Stress associated with 
a high-pressure job increases one's vulnerability to heart disease and other 
physical disorders. And overwork can result in psychological bumout, 
thereby jeopardizing one’s job and career. Overwork can even kill, as 
demonstrated by the alarmingly high death rate among young Japanese men, 
many of whom work 100 or more hours each week. - 

Having acknowledged the wisdom of the old adage, 1 nevertheless 
agree that under some circumstances, and for some people, abandoning 
moderation might be well justified. Consider how many of the world’s great 
artistic creations—in the visual aris, music, and even literature—would have 
come to fmition without intense, focused efforts on the part of their 
Creators. Creative work necessarily involves a large measure of intense 
focus—-a single-minded, obsessive pursuit of aesthetic perfection. 

Or, consider athletic performance. Admittedly, intensity-can be coun: 
terproductive when it results in bumout or injury, Yet who could disagree 
that a great athletic performance necessarily requires preat focus and intensity-- 
both in preparation and in the performance itself? In short, when it comes to 
athletics, moderation breeds mediocrity, while intensity breeds excellence 
and victory. Finally, consider the increasingly competitive world of business. 
An intense, focused company-wide effort is sometimes needed to ensure a 
company's Competitiveness and even survival. This is particularly true in- 
today's technology-driven industries where keeping up with the frantic pace 
of change is essential for almost any high-tech finm’s survival. 
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In sum, the old adage amounts to sound advice for most people under 
most circumstances. Nevertheless, when it comes to creative accomplish- 
ment and to competitive success in areas such as athletics and business, [ 


" agree with the speaker that abandoning or suspending moderation is often 


appropriate, and sometimes necessary, in the interest of achieving 
worthwhile goals. 


F ~ Issue No. 6 
=- Do People Prefer Constraints on Freedom? 


vierson'’s M 
BRATTIAL Toets 


Do people prefer constraints on absolute freedom of choice, regardless 
bf what they might claim? I believe so, because in order for any democratic 
society to thrive, it must strike a balance between freedom and order, 

History informs us thar attempts to quell basic individual freedoms—of 
expression, of Opinion and belief, and to come and go as we 
please—invariably fail. People ultimately rise up against unreasonable 
constraints on freedom of choice. The desire for freedom seems to spring 
from our fundamental nature as human beings. But does this mean that 
people would prefer absolute freedom of choice to any constraincs 


- whatsoever? No. Reasonable constraints on freedom are needed to protect 


freedom—and to prevent a society from devolving into a state of anarchy 
where life is short and brutish. 

To appreciate our preference for constmining our own freedom of 
choice, one need look no further than the neighborhood playground. Even 
without any adult supervision, a group of youngsters at play invariably 
establish mutually agreed-upon cules for conduct-—-whether or not a sport or 
game is involved. Children team at an early age thac without any cules for 
behavior, the playground bully usually prevails. And short of beating up on 
others, bullies enjoy taking prisoners—i.c., restricting the freedom of choice 
of others. Thus our preference for constraining our freedom of choice stems 
from our desire to protect and preserve that freedom. 

Our preference for constraining our own freedom of choice continues 
into our adult lives. We freely enter into exclusive pair-bonding 
relationships; during our teens, we agree to “go steady,” then as adults, we 
voluntarily enter into marriage contracts. Most of us eagerly enter into 
exclusive employment rélationships—preferring the security of steady 
income to the “freedom” of not knowing where our next paycheck will 
come from. Even people who prefer self-employment to job security quickly 
learn thar the only way to preserve their “autonomy” is to constrain 
themselves in terms of their agreements with-clients and customers and 
especially in terms of how they use their time, Admittedly, our selFintlicted 
job constraints are born kirgely of economic necessity. Yet even the 
wealthiest individuals usually choose to constmin their freedom by devoting 
Most oF their time and attention to a few Pet projects. 
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Our preference for Constradinaing our own freedom of choice is evident 
ON ii societal level as well, Just as chiidren ats playground recognize the 
need for self-imposed rules and regulations. as a socie., we recognize the 
Same need. After all, in a democratic society, our system of laws is an 


property, and for making public statements about other People. Without 
these rules, we would live in continual fear for our physical safety, the 
security of our property, and our personal Fepulilion and dignity, 

In sum, I agree with the fundamental. assenion that people prefer 
reasonable constraints on their freedom of choice. In fact, in a democratic 
society, we insist on imposing these constmints on Ourselves in order to 
preserve that freedom. 


The speaker's claim is actually threefold: (1) ensuring the survival of 
Jarge cities and, in turn, that of cultural Waditions, is a proper function of 
government; (2) government Support is needed for our large cities and 
cultural traditions to survive and thrive; and (3) cultural traditions are 
Preserved and generated Primarily in our large cities. ] Strongly disagree with 


all three claims. 


First of all, subsidizing cultural traditions is nota proper role of govem- 
ment. Admittedly, certain objectives, such as public health and safety, are so 
essential to the survival of large cities and of nations that government has a duty 
to ensure that they are met, However, these objectives should not extend 


States or of lobbyists with the most money and influence. 
Secondly, subsidizing cultural traditions is not a necessary role of 


‘the government. The Medicis, a powerful banking family of Renaissance 
‘Italy, supported artists Michelangelo and Raphael. During the twentieth 


century, the primary source of cultural support were private foundations 
established by industriaj magnates Camepie, Melton, Rockefeller, and Gerry. 
And tomorrew, cultural Suppor will come from our new technology and 
media moguls—including the likes of Ted Tumer and Bill Gates. In short, 
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philanthropy is alive and well today, and so government need not intervene 
tO ensure that our cultural traditions are preserved and promoted. 
Finally, and perhaps most importantly, the speaker unfairly suggests 
that large cities serve as the primary breeding ground and sanctuaries for 2 
nation’s cultural traditions. Today, 2 nation’s distinct cultural traditions—its 
folk art, crafts, traditional songs, customs, and ceremonies—burgeon instead 
in small towns and rural regions. Admittedly, our cities do serve as our 
centers for “high art”; big cities are where we deposit, display, and boast the 
world's preeminent art, architecture, and music, But big-city culture has little 
to do anymore with one nation’s distinct cultural traditions. After all, modem 
cities are essentially multicultural stew pots;.accordingly, by assisting large 
: cities, 4 government is actually helping to create 2 global culcure as well to 
subsidize che tradttions of other nations’ cultures. 
in the. final analysis, gSvernment cannot philosophically justify assisting 
large cities for the purposé of either promoting or preserving the nation's 
cultural traditions; nor is government assistance necessary toward these 
ends, Moreover, assisting large cities would have little bearing on our distinct 
cultural traditions, which abide elsewhere. 


il Í Issue No. 21 o 
Our Duty to Disobey Unjust Laws 


According to this statement, each person has a duty to not only obey 
just laws but also to disobey unjust ones. In my view, this statement is too 
extreme, in two respects. First, it wrongly categorizes any law as either just 
or unjust; and secondly, it recommends an inetfective and potentially 
harmful means of legal reform. 

First, whether a law is just or unjust is rarely a straightforward issue. 
The fairness of any law depends on one's personat value system. This is 
especially true when it comes to personal freedoms. Consider, for example, 
the controversial issue of abortion. Individuals with particular religious 
beliefs tend to view laws allowing women an abortion choice as unjust, 
while individuals with other value systems might view such laws 2s just. 

The faimess of a law aiso depends on one's personal interest. or stake, 
in the legal issue ac hand. After all, in a democratic society, the chief function 
of laws is to sirike a balance among competing interests. Consider, for ex- 
ample, a law that regulates the toxic effluents a certain factory can emit into 
a nearby river. Such laws are designed chiefly co protect public health. But 
complying with the regulation might be costly for the company; the factory 
might be forced to lay off emplovees or shut down altogether or increase the 
price of its products to compensate for the cost of compliance. At stake are 
the respective interests of the company's owners, employees, and customers 
us Well as the opposing interests of the region’s residents whose health and 
satery are impacted. In short, the thirness of the law is subjective, depending 

2 largely on how one’s personal interests are affected by it. 
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The second fundamentat problem with the statement is that disobeying 
unjusl laws often has the opposite effect of what was intended or hoped for. 
Most anyone would argue, for instance, that our federal System of income 
taxation is unfair in one respect or another. Yet the end result of widespread * 
disobedience. in this case tax evasion, is to perpetuate the system. 
Free-riders only compel the government to maintain tax rates at high levels 
in order to ensure adequate revenue for the various programs in its budget. 

Yet another fundamental problem with the statement is that by 
justifying a violation of one sort of law, we find ourselves on a slippery slope 
toward sanctioning alJ types of illegal behavior, including egregious criminal 
conduct. Returning to the abortion example mentioned above, 2 person 
Strongly opposed to the freedom-of-choice position might maintain that the 
illegal blocking of access to an abortion clinic amounts to justifiable 
disobedience, However, it is 4 precariously short Jeap from this sort of civil 
disobedience to physical’ confrontations with clinic workers, then to the 
infliction of propeny damage, then to the bombing of the clinic and 
potential murder, ` 

In sum, because the inherent function of our Jaws is to balance 
compcting interests, reasonable people with different priorities will always 
disagree about the faimess of specific laws. Accordingly, radical action such 
as resistance or disobedience is rarely justified merely by one's subjective 
viewpoint or personal interests. And in any ¢vent, disobedience is never 
justifiable when the legal rights or safety of innocent people are jeopardized 
as a result. 


[ | Issue No. 25 
| a What Should Be the Focus of Media? -= 


The speaker asserts that rather than merely highlighting certain 


Upon first impression, the Speaker’s claim seems quite compelling, for 
two reasons. First, without the benefit of 2 complete, unfiltered, and 
balanced account of current events, it is impossible to develop an informed 

-and intelligent opinion about important. social and political issues and, in 

Tum, to contribute meaningfully to our democratic sodiery, which relies on 

broad participation ‘in an ongoing debate about such issues to Steer a proper 

course. The end result of our being a largely uninformed people is that we 

“reor. relegate the most important decisions to a handful of legislators, jurists, and 
executives who may or may not know what is best for us. . 

Second, by focusing on the “sensational”—by which I take the speaker ` 
to mean comparatively shocking, entertaining, and titiHating events that 

“easily catch one’s attention—the media appeal to our emotions and baser 
instincts, rather than to our intellect and reason. Any observant person could 


. 
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However. for several reasons, I find the media's current trend toward 
highlights and the sensational to be justifiable. First, the world is becoming 
an increasingly eventhu Place; thus, with each Passing year, it becomes 4 
more onerous task for the media to attempt fuil news coverage. Second, we 
are becoming an increasingly busy society. The average person spends 50 
percent more time at work now than a generation ago. Since we have far less 
time today for NeWS,shighlights must often suffice. Third, the media does in 
fact provide full Coverage of, important events; anyone can find such 
coverage beyond their newspaper's front page, on daily PBS news programs, 
and on the Intemér, I would wholeheartediy agree with the speaker if the 
sensational highlights were ail the media were willing or permitted to 
Provide; this scenario would be tantamount to thought control on a mass 


of no evidence of any trend in this direction. To the contrary, in my 
observation, the media are informing us more fully than ever before; we just 
need to seek our thar information. 

.On balance, then, the speaker's claim is nor defensible. in the final 


in 2 free Society demand. Thus, any argument about how the media should 
or should not behave— regardless of its merits from a normative 
standpoint—begs the question. 


Issue No. 39 
Imaginative Works vs, Factual Accounts 


Do imaginative works hold more lasting significance than factual 
accounts, for the reasons the Speaker cites? To some extent, the speaker 
Overstates fiction’s comparative significance. On balance, however, I rend to 

~ y 


experience, a fictional work can add meaning to and appreciation of the 
times in which the work is Set. Even where a fictional work amounts to pure 
fantasy, with no historica! Context. it can still hold more lasting significance 
than a factual account. Examples trom literature and film serve to ilustrace 
these points. 

I concede that most fictional works rely on historical settings for plor, 
thematic, and character development, By informing us about underlying 
political, economic, and social Conditions, factual accounts provide a frame 
of reference needed to understand and appreciate imaginative works. Fact is 
the basis for fiction, and fiction is nO substitute for fact. { would also concede 
that factual accounts are more “uCcurate™ than tictional ones—insofar as they 
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are more objective. But this does not mean that factual accounts provide a 
“more meaningful picture of the human experience.” To the contrary, only 
imaginative works can bring a historical period alive—by way of creative 
tools such as imagery and point of view. And. only imaginative works can 
provide meaning to historical events—througph the use of devices such as 
symbolism and metaphor, 

Severa] examples from literature serve to illustrate this point. Twain's 
novels afford us a sense of how nineteenth-centun Missouri would have 
appeared through the eyes of 10-vear-old boys. Melville's Bill Budd gives 
the reader certain insights into what travel on the high seas might have been 
like in earlier centuries, through the eves of a crewman. And the epic poems 
Beowulf and Sir Gawain and the Green Knight provide glimpses of the 
relationships between warriors and their kings in medieval times. Bare facts 
about these historical eras are easily forgettable, whereas creative stories and 
portrayals such as the ones mentioned above can be quite memorable 
indeed. In other words, what truly lasts are our impressions of what life must 
have been like in certain places, at certain times, and under certain 
conditions. Only imaginative works can provide such lasting impressions. 

Examples of important films underscore the point that creative 
accounts of the human experience hold more lasting significance than bare 
factual accounts. Consider four of our most memorabie and influential films: 
Citizen Kane, Schindier’s List, The Wizard of Oz, and Star Wars. Did 
Welles’ fictional) pormrayal of publisher William Randolph Hearst or 
Spielberg's fictional portrayal of a Jewish sympathizer during the holocaust 
provide a more “meaningful picture of human experience” than a history 
textbook? Did these accounts help give “shape and focus” to reality more so 
than newsreels alone could? If so, will these works hold more “lasting 
significance” than bare factual accounts of the same persons and events? i 
think anyone who has seen these films would answer all three questions 
affirmatively. Or consider The Wizard of Oz and Star Wars. Both films, and 
the novels from which they were adapted, are pure fantasy. Yet both teem 
with symbolism and metaphor relating to life’s journey, the human spirit, 
and our hopes, dreams, and ambitions—in shon, the human experience. 
Therein lies the reason for their lasting significance. 

In sum, without prior factual accounts, fictional works set in historical 
periods lose much of their meaning. Yet only through the exercise of artistic 
license can we convey human experience in all ys dimensions and thereby 
fully understand and appreciate life in other times and piaces. And it is 
human experience, and not bare facts and figures, that endures in our minds 
and souls. 
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Issue No. 43 
What Is Required to Become “Truly Educated”? 


I fundamentally agree with- the proposition that 


courses outside their major field of Study to become “truly educated.” A 


contrary position would reflect a 'OO-narrow view of hi 


respect for the viewpoints of others. Courses in psycho! 


anthropology alhserve these ends. “True” education also provides insight and 


stand that field only by understanding the various Psychological, socological, 


and historical forces that shape political ideology. An an 


thropologisr cannor 


extend themseiweg—moe risk defeating an important objective of education. 
In the fag to become truly educated, ON MUSE strike + proper 
balance in one's cations pursuits. Certainly, students shouid strive to 


Meaning in thag career as well as to understand and Appreciate the world and 


its peoples, To Ban these capacities is to become “truly 
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f | Issue No. 47 
Pragmatism vs. Idealism 
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- obligation to their constituency or eguntry. Diplomatic and legal maneuvering 


I agree with the speaker insofar as a practical, pragmatic appronch 
toward our endeavors can help us survive in the shon term. However, 
idealism is just as crucial—if not more so—for long-term success in any 
endeaver, whether it be in academics, business, or political and social 
reform. 

When it comes to academics, students who we would consider 
pragmatic tend not to pursue an education for its own sake. Instead, they 
tend to cut whatever corners are needed to optimize their grade average and 
survive the current academic term. But is this approach the only way to 
succeed academically? Certainiy not. Students who eamestly pursue 
intellectual paths that truly interest them are more likely to come away with 
a meaningful and lasting education. In fact, a sense of mission about one's 
area of fascination is strong motivation to participate actively in class and to 
study camestly, both of which contribute to better grades in that area. Thus, 
although the idealist-student might sacrifice a high overall grade average, the 
depth of knowledge, academic discipline, and sense of purpose the student 
gains will serve that student well later in lfe. 

In considering the business world, it might be more tempting to agree 
with the speaker, after ail, isn't business fundamentally about pragmatism— 
that is, “getting the job done” and paying attention to the “bottom line”? 
Emphatically, no. Admittedly, the everyday machinations of business are very 
much about meeting mundane short-term goals: deadlines for production, 
sales quotas, profit margins, and so forth. Yet underpinning these activities is 
the vision of the company’s chief executive—a vision that might extend far 
beyond mere profit maximization to the ways in which the firm can make a 
lasting and meaningful contribution to the community, to the broader 
economy, and to the society as a whole. Without 2 dream or vision—that is, 
without strong idealist leadership—a firm can easily be cast about in the se 
of commerce without clear direction, threatening not only the firm's bottom 
line but also its very survival. 

Finally, when it comes to the political arena, again at first blush, it 
might appear that pragmatism is the best, if not the only, way to succeed 
Most politicians seem ‘driven by ‘their interest in being elected ang 
reelected-—that is, in surviving—rather than by any sense of mission or even 


and negotiations often appear intended to meet the practical needs of the 
parties involved—minimizing costs, preserving options, and so forth, But, i 
is ideatists—not pragmatists—who sway the masses, incite revolutions, and 
make political ideology reality. Consider idealists such as America's founders. 
Mahatma Gandhi, and Martin Luther King. Had these idealists concerned 
themselves with short-term survival and immediate needs rather than with 
their notions of an ideal society, the United States and India might still bk 
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British colonies, and African Americans might still be relegated to the backa: t? 
of buses. . 
In short, the statement fails to recognize that idealism—keeping one's 
eye on an ultimate prize—is the surest path to long-term SUCCESS in any 
endeavor. Meeting one’s immediate needs, while arguably necessary for 
short-term survival, accomplishes little without a sense of mission, a vision, 

or 2 dream for the long term. . 


j Issue No. 48 


Is History Relevant to Our Daily Lives? 
it i i The speakeralleges that studying history is valuable only insofar as it is 
relevant to our daily tives. I find this allegation to be specious. It wrongly 
suggests that history is not othérwise instructive and that its relevance to our. 
everyday lives is limited. ‘Tō the con » Studying history provides 
inspiration, innumerable lessons for living, and useful value-clarification and 
. perspective—all of which help us decide how to live our lives, 
To begin with, leaming about great human achievements of the past 
Provides inspiration. For example, 2-student inspired by the courage and 
‘tenacity. of history’s great explorers might decide as a result tO pursue a 
career in archeology, oceanography, or astronomy. This decision can, in . 
tum, profoundly affect thar student's everyday life—in school and beyond. 


grand accomplishments of the past can help us get through che everyday 
business of living, whatever that business might be, by emboldeniny us and 
lifting our spirits. . 

In addition, mistakes of the past can teach us as 2 society how to avoid 
repeating those mistakes. For example, history cun teach us the 
inzppropriateness of addressing certain social issues, particwarly moral ones, 
On a societal ievel. Attempts to legislate morality invariably fail, as apuy 
itustrated by the Prohibition experiment in the U.S, during the [930s. 
Hopefully, as a society, we can apply this lesson by adopting 2 more 
enlightened legislative approach toward such issues as free speech, 
Cnominaization of drug use, criminal justice, and equal rights under the law. 

Studying human history can also help us understand and appreciate the 
mores, values, and ideals of past cultures. A heightened awareness of cuicurtl 
evolution, in tum, helps us formulate informed and reflective values and 
ideals for Ourselves, Based on these values and ideals, students can determine 
their authentic tife Path us well 2s how they should allot their time and 
interact with others on a day-to-day basis, 

Finally, it might be tempting to imply trom the speaker's silegation that 
studying history has little relevance even for the mundane chores that 
occupy so much of our time each day and therefore is of tite value, 
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However, from history, we learn nor to take everyday activities and things 
for granted. By understanding the history of money and banking, we can 
transform an otherwise routine trip to the bank into an’ enlightened 
experience or a visit to the grocery store into an homage to. the manr 
inventors, scientists. engincers, and entrepreneurs of the past who have 
made such convenience Possible today. And, we can fully appreciate our 
freedom to g&o abour our daily lives largely as we choose only by 
understanding our political heritage. In shon, appreciating history can serve 
to elevate our everyday chores to richer, more interesting. and more 
enjoyable experiences, . 

In sum, the speaker fails tO recognize that in all our activities and 
decisions—from our grandest to our most rot¢—history can inspire, inform, 
guide, and nurture, In the final analysis, to Study history is to fain the 


Capacity to be more human—-and I would be hard-pressed to imagine a 
worthier end. 


i | Issue No. 55 | 
m A Has Technology Failed to Help Humanity Progress? 
Have technological innovations of the last century failed to bring about 


true progress for humanity, as the statement contends? Although 1 apree that 
technology cannot ultimately prevent us from harming one another, the 


. Modern-industrial and computer revolutions have had on the quality of 
life—at Jeast in the developed world. 

I agree with the statement insofar as there is no technological solution 
to the enduring problems of war, poverty, and violence, for the reason that 
they stem from certain aspects of human nature—such as aggression and 
greed. Although future advances in biochemistry might enable us to 
“engineer away” those undesirable aspects, in the meantime, it is up to our 

. Economists, diplomats, social reformers, and jurists—nor our scientists and 
engincers—to mitigate these problems, 

Admittedly, many technological developments during the Jast century 
have helped reduce human suffering. Consider, for instance, technology thar 


vaccines and lasers. 

Yet for every technological innovation helping to reduce human 
suffering is another that has served primarily to add to it, For example, while. 
some might argue that nuclear Weapons serve as invaluable “peace-keepers,* 
‘this argument flies in the face of the hundreds of thousands of innocent 
people murdered and maimed: by atomic blasts. More recently, the 
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increasing use of chemical weapons for human slaughcer points our thar 
socalled “advances” in biochemistry can amount to net losses for humanity. 

Norwithstanding technology’s limitations in preventing war, poverty, 
and violence, nventieth-century technological innovation has enhanced the 
Overall standard of living and comfort leve! of developed nations. The advent 
of stee! production and assembly-line manufacturing created countless jobs, 
stimulated economic growth, and Supplied a plethora of innovative 
conveniences. More recently, computers have helped free up our time by 
performing repetitive tasks: have aided in the design of safer and more 
attractive bridges, buildings, and vehicles; and have made universal access to 
information possible. $ ET a 5 =.. >- 

* OF course, Soch progress has not come without costs. One harmful 
byproduct of industrial progress is environmental poUution and its threat to 
public health. Another is the alienation of assembly-line workers from their 
work. And the Intemet breeds information overload and steals our time and 
attention away from family, community, and coworkers. Nevertheless, on 
balance, both the modem-industrial and computer revolutions have 
improved our standard of living and comfort level; and both constirute 
-Progress by any measure. ; 

In sum, enduring problems such is War, poverty, and violence 
ultimately spring from human nature, which no technological innovation 
short of genetic engineering can alter. Thus, the statement is correct in this 
respect. However, if we define “progress” more narrowly—in terms of 
economic standard of living and comfort level—recent technological 
innovations have indeed brought about clear progress for humanity. 


i] Issue No. 66 


Are Mistakes Necessary for Discovery and Progress? 
The speaker contends that discovery and progress are made only 
through mistakes. I strongly agree with this contention, for two reasons. 
First, it accords with our personal experiences. Secondly, history informs us 
that on a societal level, trial-and-error provides the very foundation for 
discovery and true progress, in all realms of human endeavor. 

To begin with, the contention accords with our everyday experience as 
humans trom early childhood through adulthood. As infants, we learn how 
to walk by falling down again and again. As adolescents, we discover our 
social niche and develop selfcontidence and assertiveness, only by way of 
the sorts of awkward social encounters chat are pan and parcel of 
adolescence. Through failed relationships, not only do we discover who we 
ure and are not compatible with, but we also discover ourselves in the 
process. And. most of us find the career path thar suits us only through 
twing jobs thar don't. 

This same principle also applies on a societal level, Consider. for 
example, how we progress in our scientitic knowledge. Our scientific 
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method is essentially 2 cail for progress through trial and error. Any new 
theory must be tested by empirical observation and must withstand rigorous 
scientific scrutiny. Moreover, the history of theoretical science is essentially 
a history of trial and error, One moder example involves two contrary 
theories of physics: wave theory and quantum theory. During the hist 
quamer<centun, scientists have been struggling to disprove one or the 
other—or to reconcile them. As it tums out, a new so-called “string” theory 
shows that the quantum and wave theories are mistakes in the sense that 
cach one is inadequate to explain the behavior of all matter; yet both 
so-called “mistakes” were necessary for pisics to advance, or progress, to 
this newer theory. 

The value of trial and error is not limited to the sciences. in government 
and politics, progress usually. comes about through dissension and 
challenge—that is, when people point out the mistakes of those in power. In 
fact, without our challenging the mistaken notions of established 
institutions, political SPPnession A and o tyranny would go unchecked. Similarly, 
in the elds of civil and crimina’ iaw. Purists and legisic=<-3 «> aphte 1an? 
defend legal precedent must iat -atini opposi - inu thos: whe 
question the faimess and relevance of curent laws. This ongoing ; challenge 
is critical to the vitality and relevance of our system of laws. 

In sum, the speaker correctly asserts that it is through mistakes that 
discovery and true progress are made. Indeed, our personal growth as 
individuals, as well as advances in science, government, and law, depends on 
making mistakes. ` 


1l Issue No. 73 


Must We Choose Between Tradition.and Modernization? 


Must we choose between tradition and modernization, as the speaker 
contends? | agree that in certain cases, the nwo are mutually exclusive., For 
the most part, however, modemization does not reject tradition; in fact, i in 
many cases, the former can and does embrace the lanter. 

In the first place, oftentimes, so-called “modernization” is actually an 
extension or new iteration of tradition or a variation on it. This is especially 
true in language and in law. The modern English language, in spite of it 
many words that are unique ta modern Western culture, is derived from, and 
builds upon, .a variety of linguistic traditions-sand ultimately from the 


„ancient Gréek and Latin languages.. Were weto insist on rejecting traditional 


in favor.of purely modem language, we would have essentially nothing to 


„say. Perhaps an even more striking marriage of modernization and tradition 
-is Our system of laws in the U.S., which is deeply rooted in English 
-common-law principles of equity and justice. Our system requires that new, 


‘so-called “modem” laws be consistent with, and in fact build upon, those 
principles. 
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in other areas, modemization departs trom tradition in some respects 
whie embracang it in others. In the visual ans, for exampte, “modem” 
designs. forms, and elements are based on certain timeless aesthetic 
ideals—such as symmetry, balance, and harmony. Modern art that violates 
these principles might hold ephemeral appeal due to its novelty and 
brashness, but its appeal lacks Staying power. An even better example from 
the arts is modern rock-and-roll music, which upon first listening might seem 
to bear no resemblance to classical music traditions. Yet both genres rely on 
the same twelve-note scale, che same notions of what harmonies are pleasing 
to the ear, the same forms, the same rhythmic meters, and even many of the 
same melodies. z4 E e F : 

} concede thag,.iq certain instances, tradition must yield entirely to the 
utilitarian needs of modern life, This is true especially when it comes to 
architectural traditions and the vitue of historic and archeological artifacts. A 
building of great historic value Might be located in the only place available to 
a hospital desperately needing additional parking area. An old school that is 
a prime example of 2 certain architectural style might be so structurally 
unsafe that the only practicable way to rémedy the problem would be to 
raze the building to make way for 2 modem, Structurally sound one, And 
when it comes to bridges whose structural integrity is paramount to public 
safety, modernization often requires no less than replacement of the bridge 
altogether. However, in other such cases, architecturally appropriate 
retrofits can solve . structural problems without Sacrificing history and 
tradition, and altemative locations for new buildings and bridges can be 
found in order to preserve the tradition associated with our historic 
Structures, Thus, even in architecture, tradition and modernization are not 
necessarily mutually exclusive Options, 

To sum up, in no area of human endeavor need modernization 
supplant, reject, or otherwise exclude tradition. In fact, in our modeen 
Structures, architecture, and other art, and especially tanguages and law, 
tradition is embraced, not shunned. 


Issue No. 81 
Will Humans Always Be Superior to Machines? 


This stacement actually consists of a series of three related claims: (1) 
machines are tools of human miods; (2) human minds will always be 
superior to machines: and (3) it is because machines are human cools that 
human minds will always be superior to machines. While I concede the first 
claim, whether I agree wich the other two claims depends partiy on how one 
defines “superiority” and partly on haw willing one is to humble oneself to 
the unknown future scenanos. 

The statement is clearly accurate iNsotar as machines are tools of 
human minds. After all. would any machine even exist unless a human being 
invented it? Of course not. Moreover, i would be hard-pressed co think of 


* 
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any machine that cannot be described as a tool. Even machines designed to 
entertain or amuse us—for example, toy robots, cars. video games, and 
novelty ilems—are in fact tools, which their inventors and promoters use for 
engaging in commerce and the business of entertainment and amusement. 
And the claim that a machine can be an end in itself, without purpose or 
utilitarian function for humans whatsoever. is dubious at best, since ] cannot 
conjure up even a single example of any such machine. Thus, when we 
develop any sort of machine, we always have some son of end in mind—a 
purpose for that machine. 

As for the statement’s second claim, in certain respects, machines are 
superior. We have devised machines that perform number-crunching and 
other rote cerebral tasks with greater accuracy and speed than human minds 
ever could. In fact, it is because we can devise machines that are superior in 
these respects that we devise them—as our tools—to begin with. However, 
if one defines superiority not in terms of competence in performing rote 
tasks but rather in other ways, human minds are superior. Machines have no 
capacity for independent thought, for making judgments based on normative 
considerations, or for developing emotional responses to intellectual 

_.problems. 

Up unti now, the notion of human-made machines that develop the 
abiliry to think on their own and to develop so-called “emotional 
intelligence” has been pure fiction. Besides, even in fiction, we humans 
ultimately prevail] over such machines—as in the cases of Frankenstein's 
monster and Hal, the computer in 2001; A Space Odyssey. Yet it seems 
presumptuous to assert with confidence that humans will always maintain 
their superior status over their machines. Recent advances in biotechnology, 
particularly in the area of human genome research, suggest that within the 

: twenty-first century, we'll witness machines that can leam to think on their, 
own, to repair and nurture themselves, to experience visceral sensations, 
and so forth. In other words, machines will soon exhibit the traits to which 
we humans attribute our own superiority. 

ln sum, because we devise machines in order that they may serve us, it 
is fair to characterize machines as “tools of human minds.” And insofar as 
humans have the unique capacity for independent thought, subjective 
judgment, and emotional response, it also-seems fair to claim superiority 

- = -Over our machines. Besides, should we ever become so clever a species as to 
devise machines that can truly think. for themselv¢s and took out for their 
zo po Own well-being, then consider whether these machines of the future would 
apne ooe be “machines”. anymore. 


suum petersons.com Peterson$ ® Writing Skills for tk 
> aaa GRE/GMAT Test 


ji 


rson's 
ICMAT Tests 


{AMPLE ESSAYS FOR 20 OFFICIAL GRE ISSUES 


Issue No. 85 
From Whom Do Our Leading Voices. Come? 


i agree with the statement insofar as our leading voices tend to come 
from people whose ideas depart from the status quo. However, I do nes 
agree that what motivates these iconoclasts is a mere desire to be differen: 


‘in my view, they are driven primarily by their personal convict:ons 


Supporung examples abound in-all areas of humaa endeavor—incluc:n 
politics, the arts, and the physical sciences. 

When it comes to political power, { would admit that a deep-seatex: 
psychological need to be noticed or to be different sometimes lies ar che 
heart of a person’s drive to political power and fame. For instance, some 
astute presidental historians have described Clinton as a man motivated 
more by a desire to be great than to accomplish great things. And many 
psychologists attribute Napoleon’s and Mussolini’s insatiable lust for power 
to 2 socalled “short-man complex"—a need to be noticed and admired in 
Spite of one’s small physical stature, 

Nevertheless, for every leading political voice driven to new ideas by a 
desire to be noticed or to be different, one can.cite -many other political 
leaders clearly driven instead by the courage of their convictions. {coneclasts 
Mahatma Gandhi and Martin Luther King, for example, secured prominent 
places in histary by challenging the status quo through civil disobedience. 
Yet no reasonable person could doubt that it was the conviction of their 
ideas that drove these two leaders to their respective places. 

Turning to the arts, mavericks such as Dali, Picasso, and Warhol, who 
departed from established rules of composition, ultimately emerge as the 
leading artists. And our most influential popular musicians are the ones who 
are flagrantly “different,” Consider, for example, jazz ‘pioneers Thelonius 
Monk and Miles Davis, who broke all the harmonic cules, or folk 
musician-poet Bob Dylan, who established a new standard for lyricism. Were 
ui these leading voices driven simply by a desire to be different? Perhaps, 
but my intuition is char Creative urges are bom not of ego but rather of some 
intensely personal commitment to an aesthetic ideal. 

AS for the physical sciences, innovation and progress can only result 
from challenging conventional theories—that is, the starus quo, Newton and 
Einstein, for example, both refused to blindly accept what were perceived to 
be the cules of Physics. As 2 result, both men redetined those rules. Yet ic 
would be purentty absurd to assert that these ovo scientists were driven by a 
mere desire to conjure up “different” theories than those of their 
contemporaries or predecessors. Surely it was a conviction that their 
theories were better that drove these geniuses co their places in history. 

To sum up. when one examines history's leading voices, it does wppeurc 
that they typically bring to the world something radically difference than the 
status quo. Yet in most Cases, this sort of iconoclism is a byproduct of 
peronu conviction. nor iconoclasm for its own sike. 
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Fi | Issue No. 87 
f Are War and Crime Products of the Human Condition? 


Are products of human nature such as war and crime actually products 
of the human condition—specifically, tack of resources and territory? The 
speaker claims so. I strongly disagree, however. Whether we look at science 
and history or simply look around us in our daily lives. we see ample evidence 
that human aggression is the product of our nature as humans—and not of 
our Circumstances. 

First of all, the claim runs contrary to my personal observation about 
‘a.dividual behavior—especially when it comes to males. One need look no 
further than the local schoo] ground or kindergarten playroom to see the 
roots of crime and war. Every school yard has its bully who delights in 
tormenting mecker schoolmates; and in every kindergarten classroom, there, 
is at least one miscreant whose habit is to snatch away the favorite toys of - 
Classmates—purely for the enjoyment of having seized property from 
another, And these behaviors are clearly not for want of resources or 
territory. Thus, the only reasonable explanation is that they are products of 
human nature—not of the human condition. 

Secondly, the claim flies in the face of what scientists have leamed 
about genetically determined human traits. Many human traits—not just 
physical ones but psychological ones as well—are predetermined at birth. 
‘And to a great extent, we have inherited our genetic predisposition from our 
nonhuman ancestors. One might argue that lower animal species engage in 
warlike behavior for the main reason that they must do so to protect their 
territory or their clan or for food—not because of their nature. Yet, this 
point begs the question; for we humans have been genetically programmed, 
through the evolutionary process, to behave in similar ways. ln other words, 
doing so is simply our nature. 

Thirdly, the claim makes litte sense in the context of human history. Prior 
to the last few centuries, the inhabitable regions of our planet provided ample ° 
territory and resources—such as food and cultivable land—to accommodate 
every human inhabitant, Yet our distant ancestors engaged in war and crime 
anyway. What.else explains this, except that it is pan of our inherent nature to 
engage in aggressive behavior toward other humans? Moreover, if we consider 

- the various experiments with Marx’s. Communism, i, becomes clear that the 
pure Marxist State in which all territory and resources are shared according to 
- the needs of each individual does not work in practice. Every attempt, whether 
on the macro or micro level, has failed at the hands of a few demagogues or 

despots, who aggress and oppress like playground bullies. 

in sum, the author of this statement misundérstands the roots of such. 
phenomena as war and crime. The statement runs conuary to my personal 
observations of human behavior, to the scientific notions of genetic 
predisposition and evolution of species, and to the overwhelming lack of 
evidence that providing ample resources to people solves these problems. 
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A | | Issue No. 97 : 
1 The Function and Value of Art and Science 

The speaker maintains- that the function of art is to “upset” while the 
funcuon of science is to “reassure” and that it is in these functions that the 
value of each lies, In my view, the speaker unfairly generalizes about the 
function and value of art while completely missing the point about the 
Function and value of science. 

Consider first the intent and effect of art. In many cases, artists set 
about to reassure, not to upser. Consider Fra Angelico and others monks and 
nuns of the laze medieval period, who sought primarily through their 

representations- of the Madonna and Child to reassure and be reassured 
about the messages of Christian redemption and salvation. Or consider the 
paintings of i impressionist and realist painters of the late nineteenth century. 
Despite the sharp contrast in the techniques employed by these two schools, 
in both genres, we find soothing, genteel, and pastoral themes and 
images—certainly nothing to upset the viewer. 

In other cases, artists set-about to upset. For example, the painters and 
sculptors of the Renaissance period, like the artists who preceded them, 
approached their art as a form of worship. Yet Renaissance art focuses on 
other Christian images and themes—especially those involving the 
crucifixion and apocalyptic notions of judgment and damnation—that are ' 
clearly “upsetting” and disconcerting and clearly not reassuring. Or considér 
the works of two important tventieth-century artists; few would argue that 
the surrealistic images by Salvador Dali or the jarring, splashy murals by 
abstract painter Jackson Pollock serve to “upset,” or ar the very least 
disquiet, the viewer on a visceral level. 

When it comes to the function and value of science, in my view, the 
speaker's assertion is simply wrong. The final objective of science, in my 
view, is to discover truths abour our world, our universe, and ourselves. 
Sometimes, these discoveries serve to reassure, and other times, they serve 
to upset. For example, many would consider reassuring the various laws anu 
principles of physics that provide unifying explanations for what we observ: 
in the physical. world. Thesé principles provide a reassuring sense of order, 
even simplicity, to an; otherwise mysterious and perplexing world. 

On the: other: hand, many scientific discoveries have clearly “upset” 
conventional, notions. about the physical world and the universe. The notions 
of 2 sun-centered universe; ‘that humans evolved trom lower primate forms, 
and thar time is relative to ‘space and motion are all disquieting notions to 
anyone whose Delict system depends on contrary assumptions. And more 
recently, researchers have discovered that many behavioral traits are 
functions of individual neurological brain structure, determined ac birth. This 
notion has “upset” many professionals in fields such as behavior 
psychology. enmnology, mental health, and liw, whose work is predicated 
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Is It a Mistake to Theorize Without Data? - 
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on the notion that undesirable human behavior can be changed—through 
various means of reform and behavior modification. 
In sum, the speaker overgeneralizes when it comes to the function and 


in other cases to upset. In any event. the speaker misstates the rue function 
and valut of science, which is to discover mnths. whether reassuring: or 


upsetting. 


Is it a “grave mistake" to theorize without dat, as the speaker 
contends? I agree insofar as to theorize before collecting sufficient data is to 
risk tainting the process of collecting and interpreung further data. 
However, in a sense, the speaker begs the question by overlooking the fact 
that every theory requires some data to begin with. Moreover, the claim 
unfairly ignores equally grave consequences of waiting to theorize until we 
obtain too much dam. 

In one important respect, | agree with the speaker's contention, A 
theory conjured up without the benefit of data amounts to little more than 
the theorist's hopes and desires—what he or she wants to be true and not be 
true. Accordingly, this theorist will tend to seek out evidence that supports 
the theory and overlook or avoid evidence that refutes it. One telling 
historical example involves theones about the center of the universe. 
Understandably, we ego-driven humans would prefer that the universe 
revolve around us. Early theories presumed so for this reason, and 
subsequent observations that ran contrary to this ego-driven theory were 
ignored, while the observers were scorned and even vilified. 

By theorizing before collecting data, the theorist also runs the risk of 
interpreting that data in a manner that makes it appear to lend more 
credence to the theory than it actually does. Consider the theory that Earth 
is flat. Any person with a clear view of the horizon must agree in all honesty 
that the evidence does not support the theory. Yet prior to Newtonian 
physics, the notion of a spherical Earth was so unsettling to people that ther 

interpreted the arc- shaped horizon as evidence of a convex, yet nevertheless 
“flattish,” Earth. 

Despite the merits of the: speaker’ s claim, And it problematic in two 
crucial respects. First, conimon sense -informs me that it is impossible to 
theorize in the first place without at least some data. How can theorizing 
without data be dangerous, as the speaker contends, if it is not even 
possible? While a theory based purely on fantasy might ultimately be bort 
out by empirical observation, it is equally possible that it won't. Thus 
without prior data, a theory is not worth our time or attention, 

Secondly, the speaker's claim overlooks the inverse problem: thr 
danger of continuing to acquire data without venturing a theory based or 
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« frst, we cert ro distort the extent to Which data collected thereafter 
7 : supports our own theory.. Nevertheless, We put ourselves in equal peril by 
mistaking data for knowledge and progress, which require us nor omy to 

theorize but also co act upon our theories with some useful end in mind. 


all Issue No. 114 ~ 
Do a Society’s Heroes Reflect Its Character? 


The speaker claims thar the character of a society's heroes and heroines 


First, consider the sports hero, whom in my observation society 
chooses not merely by virtue of athletic ptowess. We consider some 


accomplished athletes herogs because they give back to the society that 
lionize them. As Mohammed Ali fought not just for boxing titles but also for 
racial equality, so baseball hero Mark McGuire fights now for disadvantaged 
children, while basketball hero Magic Johnson fights for MDS research and 
awareness. Yet, do the character traits and resulting charitable efforts of 
sports heroes reflect similar traits and efforts among our society ar large? No, 
they simply reveal that we admire these traits and efforts in other people and 
wish we could emulate them—bur for our own personal failings. 

Next consider the militucy hero, who guins heroic sranure by way of 
courage in battle or by otherwise facing certain dereat and emerging victorious, 
Consider former presidential hopeful John McCain, whom even his political 
opponents frud as a war hero for having noc only endured years of torture iis 
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a prisoner of war but also for continuing to serve his country afterward. Do his 
patnotism and metde reveal our society's true character? Certainty nou They 
reveal only that we admire his courage, forutude, and Strength. 

On the other hand. consider a third ype of hero: the champion of 
social causes who inspires and incites society to meaningful political and 
social change. Such luminaries as India's Mahatma Gandhi, America's Martin 
Luther King, South Africa’s Nelson Mandela, and Poland's Lech Lawes come 
immediately to mind. This unigue brand of hero does reflect. and indeed 
must reflect, the character of the hero’s sociery. After all. it is the function of 
the social champion to cal! attention to the character of society, which 
having viewed its reflection in the hero is incited to act bravely—in 
accordance with its collective character. 

In sum, } agree with the speaker's claim only with respect to 
champions of society's social causes. Otherwise, what society deems heroic 
reflects instead a2 basic and universal human need for Paragons—to whom 
we can refer as metaphors for the sorts of virtues that for lack of character, 


al Issue. No. 115 
Rituals, Ceremonies, and Cultural Identity 
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The speaker asserts that rituals and ceremonies are needed for any 
culture or group of people to retain 2 strong sense of identity. I agree that 


` one purpose of ritual and ceremony is to preserve cultural identity, at least in 


modern times. However, this is not their sole purpose; nor are ritual and 
ceremony the only means of preserving cultural identity. 

l agree with the speaker insofar as one purpose of ritual and ceremony 
in today's world is to preserve cultural identity, Native American tribes, for 
example, cling tenaciously to their traditional ceremonies and rituals, which 
typically tell a story about tribal heritage. The reason for maintaining these 
rituals and customs lies largely in the tribes' 200-year struggle against 
assimilation, even extinction, at the hands of European intruders. An 


with its own heritage, values, and ideas. Otherwise, the tibe risks total 
assimilation and loss of identity. een a 

The lack af meaningful ritual and ceremony in homogenous mainstream 
America underscores -this point. Other than a few gramitous ceremonies 
such -as weddings and funerals, we maintain no common rials to set us 
apart from other cultures. The reason for this is that, as a whole, America has 
litte cultural identity of its own anymore. Instead, it has become a, 
patchwork quilt of many subcultures, such as Native Americans, Hasidic 
Jews, Amish, and urban African Americans—each of which resorts to some 
outward demonstration of its distinctiveness in order to establish and 
maintain a unique cultural identiry. 


166 Peterson's W Writing Skills for the 
GRE/GMAT Tests 


SAMPLE ESSAYS FOR 20 OFFICIAL GRE ISSUES 


Nevertheless, preserving cultural identify cannot be the only purpose of 


nevertheless engage in their own distinct rituals and ceremonics? In facr, the 
initial purpose of ritual and ceremony is roated not in cuitural identity but 


primary means by which these subcultures maintain their identity. 

In sum, to prevent total cultural assimilation into our modern-day 
homogenous soup, 2 subculture with 2 unique and proud heritage must 
maintain an outward display of that heritage—by way of rimal and .. 
ceremony. Nevertheless, ritual and ceremony serve a spiritual function as 
well—one that has little to do with preventing cultura assimilation. 
Moreover, rituals and ceremonies are not the only means of preserving 
cultural identity. 


Issue No. 119 
Do Worthy Ends Justify Any Means? 
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The speaker asserts that if a goal is worthy, then any means of attaining 
that goal is justifiable. In my view, this extreme position misses the point 
entirely, Whether certain means are justifiable in reaching a goal must be 


or iff run a high risk of incurring a permanent injury by training enough co 
Prepare scequately lor the event, then Perhaps my goal is aot worth 
attaining. Yer uf Fam a Physically challenged person with the goal of 
completing a highly publicized marathon, risking financial hardship or 
longterm injury might be Worthwhile, not only for my own personal 
satisfaction but abo for the inspiration that attaining the goal would provide 
many others. 
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Or consider the goial of providing basic food and shelter for an innocent 
child. Anyone would agree that this goal is highly worthy—considered apan 
from the means used to achieve it. But what if those means involve stealing 
from others? Or what if they involve employing the child in a sweatshop at 
the expense of educating the child? Clearly, determining the worthiness of 
such goals requires that we confront moral dilemmas, which we cach solve 
individually—bised on our own conscience, value system, and notions of 
fairness and equity. 

On a societal Jevel, we determine the worthiness of our goals in much 
the same way—by weighing competing interests. For instance, any 
thoughtful person would agree that reducing air and water pollution is a 
worthy societal goal; clean air and water reduce the burden on our 
health-care resources and improve the quality of life for everyone in society. 
Yet to attain this goal, would we be justified in forcing entire industries out 
of business, thereby running the risk of-economic paralysis and widespread 
unemployment? Or consider America’s intervention in lraq’s invasion of 
Kuwait. Did America’s dual interest in a continuing flow of oil to the West 
and in deterring a potential threat against the security of the world justify our 
committing resources that could have been used instead for domestic 
social-welfare programs-—or a myriad of other productive purposes? Both 
issues underscore the fact that the worthiness of a societal goal cannot be 
considered apart from the means and adverse consequences of attaining that 
goal. 
l In sum, the speaker begs the question. The worthiness of any goal, 
whether it be personal or societal, can be determined only by weighing the 
benefits of achieving the goal against its costs—to us as well as others. 
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Foy T art 6 contains my responses to 20 of the Arguments in the test 

aD makers, official pool. You can obtain the entire list of official 
Arguments via my GRE Analytical Writing- Web site 

(WwW. West.nel/~stewart/grewa), AS you study the responses here in Part 
6, keep in mind the following: 


° I did not compose these essays under timed conditions. Also, I did 
quite a bit of fine-tuning to make them better models for you to 
study. So, don’t be concemed if your essays aren't as polished as 
mine, Be realistic about what you can produce in 30 minutes. 


e In the first paragraph of each essay I've recapitulated the official í 
Argument, for your reference. Keep in mind, however, that the 
readers do not expect you to restate the Argument in your essay, 


o 


These essays ace intended to provide you with substantive, organi- 
zational, and sryle ideas for composing your GRE Argument essay; 
but they are noc for copying word-for-word. Be forewarned: GRE 
readers will be on the lookout for plagiarism. 


de nepen mgp, o ooy 
pe eee Pi 


IMPORTANTI. From time to, time, ETS changes thè sequence: ; 
of Arguments in its pool: so bé sure'to check my online “*" aS 
updates (www.west net/~stewart/ws) for the: cumentil GÈ a.i 
sequence.. Preceding each.essay here in Part 6 is ‘2 brief phrase © 
that describes the Argument’s topic; this description should. i 
help you match the essay to the corresponding Argument in: 
d the official poot, aa =: 
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Does Small-town Life Promote Health and Longevity? 

This newspaper Story concludes that living in a small town promotes 
health and longevity. The store's author bases this conclusion on a 
comparison berween the small town of Leeville and nearby Mason City, a 
much larger town. However, careful Scrutiny of the author’s evidence 
reveals that it lends no credible Support to the author's conclusion. 

A threshold problem with the argument is that the author draws a 
general conclusion about the effect of a town’s size on the health. and 
longevity of its residents based only on characteristics of owo towns,.The 
author provides no evidence that these two towns (or their residents) are 
representative of other towns their size. In other words, this limited sample 
simply does not warrant any general conclusions about the effect of a town's 
size on the health and longevity Of its residents. 

Nex, the author cites the fact that the incidence of sick leave in 
Leeville is Jess than in Mason City. This evidence would lend support to the 

“argument only if the portion of local residents employed by local businesses 
were nearly the same in both towns and only if the portion of employees 
who are local residents were nearly the same in both towns. Moreover, in 
relying on this evidence, the author assumes that the porton of sick 
employees who actually take sick leave is nearly the same in both towns, ln 
shon, without showing that the two towns are similar in these ways, the 
‘author cannot draw any reliable comparisons about the overall health of the 
towns’ residents—or about the impact of town size on health, 

The author also cites the fact that Mason City has five times as many 
physicians per resident than Leeville. However, any number of factors 
“besides the bealth of the towns' residents might explain this disparity. For 
example, perhaps Leeville residents choose to travel to Mason Cit for 
physician visits. Without ruling out such explanations, these physician- 
resident ratios prove nothing about the comparative health of Leeville and 
Mason City residents—or about the impact of town size on health. 

Finally, the author cites the fact that the average age of Leeville 
residents is higher than that of Mason City residents. However, any number 
of factors might explain this disparity. For example, perhaps Leeville is x 

. rélirement community, while Mason City attracts younger working people. 
For that matter, perhaps Leeviile is comprised mainiy of former Mason City 
residents whose longevity is attributable chiefly to their former lifestyle in 
Mason City. In any event, the author cannot jusufy the conclusion that this 
disparity in average age is due to the difference in size between the two 
towns. 

In conclusion, the argument that smailtown living promotes good 
health and longevity is unpersuasive as it stands. To strengthen the 
argument, the author must provide clear evidence that the overall 
population of Leevilic, not just employees in Leeville, is healthier than that of 
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Mason City. The author must uso provide strong evidence that Leeville and 
Mason City residents visit local physicians whenever they become sick. 
Finally, to better evaluate the argument, we would need more information 
about why the average age Of Leeville residents exceeds that of Mason City 
residents. 


Al ARGUMENT No. 9 


Cheating at Groveton: College: 


First and foremost, the argument relies on the. assumptions that 
Groveton students are just as capable of detecting cheating as faculty 


The argument also assumes that during the five-year period, ul other 
conditions possibly Affecting the reported incidence of cheating ar Groveton 
remained unchanged. Such conditions include the number of Groveton 


the case. For instance, Perhaps Groveton students are more or less likely to 
report cheating, or to cheat under an honor system, than typical college 
students. Lacking evidence that Groveton students are typical in these 
respects, the argument is indefensible. 
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Finally, the survey that the author cites might be unreliable in any of 
three respects. First. the author fails to assure us that the survey's 
respondents are representative of all college students. Second. the survey 
results depend on the honesty and integrity of the respondents. Third, 


hypothetical predictions about one’s future behavior arc inherently Jess 


reliable Chan reports of proven behavior. Lacking evidence that the survey is 
reliable, the author cannot reasonably rely on the survey in recommending 
that other colleges adopt an honor code. 

In conclusion, to persuade me that other colleges should adopt an 
honor code in order to reduce cheating, the author must supply clear 
evidence that cheating at Groveton in fact decreased afer the honor code 
was instituted there and that it is this code that was responsible forthe 
decrease. Finally, to better assess the usefulness of the survey, 1 would need 
specific information about the survey's sampling methodology. 


P i ARGUMENT No. 14 
| A Jazz Club for Monroe 


wiuw petersous.com 


This loan applicant claims that a jazz club in Monroe would be a 
profitable venture. To support this claim, the applicant points out that 
Monroe has no other jazz clubs. He also cites various other evidence that jazz 
is popular among Monroe residents. Careful examination of this supporting 
evidence, however, reveals that it lends linle credible suppom to the 


. applicant's claim. 


First of all, if the demand for a live jazz club in Monroe were as great as 
the applicant claims, it seems that Monroe would already have one or morc 
such clubs. The fact thar the closest jazz club is 65 miles away suggests a lack 
of interest among Monroe residents in a local jazz club. Since the applicant 
has not adequately responded to this concern, his claim thar the proposed 
club would be profitable is untenable. 

The popularity of Monroe's annual jazz festival and of its nighty jazz 
radio show might appear to lend support to the applicant's claim. However, 
it is entirely possible that the vast majority of festival attendees are 
out-of-town visitors. Moreover, the author provides no evidence that radio 
listeners would. be interested in going Out to hear live jazz. For that matter, 
the radio program might actually pose competition for the C-Note club, 
especially considering that the program airs during the evening. 

Nor does the mere fact that several well-kno%n jazz musicians live in 
Monroe lend significant “support to the applicant's claim. It is entirely 
possible that these musicians perform elsewhere, perhaps at the club located 
65 miles away. This would go a long way toward explaining why Monroe 
does not currently have a jazz club, and it would weaken the applicant's 
assertion that the C-Note would be profitable. 

Finally, the nationwide study showing that the average jazz fan spends 
$1,000 each year on jazz entenainment would lend suppor to the 
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2PpPucint’s chim only if Monroe residents typify jazz fans mauciw ide 
However, the applicant provides no credible evidence that this iS Ine Cage, 

tm conclusion, the ioan applicant's argument is not persuasive. Te 
bolster it, he must Provide. clearer evidence that Monroe residents would 


attend the jazz festival each year, 2 survey showing that fans of Monroe's jazz 
cio program would 80 out fo hear live jazz if they had the chance, and 


ue 


J Arcument No: 20 ~ ' ; 


Worker Safety at Alta Manufacturing 


lersorn'y N 


RESGMAT Tests 


This editorial recommends that Alta Manufacturing réduce its work 
shifts by | "hour cach in Order to reduce its on-the-job accident rate and 


exists, the author Must provide some evidence of this Cause-and-etteer 
relationship before.{ can accept the author's final conclusion that the 


policy. Alta would reduce the number Of such accidents, 

Thirdly, even suming that Alta's workers ure fatigued or sleep 
deprived and that this is the cause of some of Alta’s on-the-job accidents, in 
order to accept the authors solurion to this problem, we must Assume that 
Alta’s workers would use the addicional hour of free time to sleep or rest, 
However, the 2uthor provides RO evidence that they would use the time in 
this manner. It is entirely possible that Alta’s workers would use that extra 
hour to engage in some other fatiguing Activity. Without iing out this 
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possibility, the author cannol convincingly conclude that reducing Alta’s 
work shifts by 1 hour would reduce Alta's accident rate. : 

Finally, a senes of problems with the argument arise from the scant 
statistica information on which jt relies. In companng the number of 
accidents at Alta and Panoply, the author fails to consider that the 
per-worker accident rate might reveal that Alta is actually safer than Panoply, 
depending on the total number of workers at each company. Second, 
perhaps accident rates at the nvo companies last year were aberrations, and 
during other vears, Alta's accident rate was no greater, or even jower, than 
Panoply's rate. Or perhaps Panoply is not representative of industrial 
companies generally, and other companies with shorter work shifts have 
even higher accident rates. In shon, since the argument relies on very 
limited statistical information, ] cannot take the author’s recommendation 
seriously. 

In conclusion, the récommendation for emulating Panoply’s work-shift 
povcy is not wal «sported. To tonvince me that shorter work shifts would 
reduce Alta's or -Jt acci Uo rate, the auther -vat ceonide ees 
evidence that work-shift length is responsible for sv.ce o Adu. S acció nis. 
The author must also supply evidence to support her final conclusion that a 
lower accident rate would in fact increase overall worker productivity. 


Ei 
K 


Investing in Old Dairy Stock 


vuny Petersons.com 


This excerpt from an investment newsletter cites a recent study in 
which 80 percent of respondents indicated .a desire to reduce their 
consumption of high-fat and high-cholesterol foods, then points out that 

_ food stores are well-stocked with low-fat food products. Based on this 
evidence, the newsletter predicts a significant decline in sales and profits for 
Old Dairy (OD), a producer of dairy products high in fat and cholesterol, and 
advises investors not to own OD stock. I find this advice specious, on several 
grounds. s 

First, the excerpt fails to assure me that the survey results accurately 
reflect the desires of most consumers or that the results accurately predict 
consumer behavior. Without evidence that the respondents’ desires are 


representative of those of the overall population where OD products are, 


sold, it is hasty to draw any conclusions.about future feod-buying habits from 
the survey. Moreover, comman sense-informs me that consumers do not 
necessarily make food-purchase decisions in strict accordance with their 
expressed desires. Thus, as it stands, the statistic that the newsletter cites 


amounts To scant evidence that OD sales and profits. will decline in the 


future. 

Secondly, the fact that low-fat foods are in abundant supply in food 
stores does not necessarily indicate an increasing demand for low-fat dairy 
products or a diminishing demand for high-fat dairy products. Absent 
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evidence to the contrary, itis quite possible that consumers are buying other 
types of low-fat foods bur are still demanding high fat in their dairy products, ` 
For that matter, it is entirely possible that food stores are. welbstocked with 
low-fat foods because acrual demand has not met the demand anticipated by 
the stores, 

Thirdly, ever assuming an indisputable consumer trend toward 
purchasing more low-fat dairy products and fewer high-fat dairy products, 


and given a sufficient demand, OD might still cum a profit, despite the 
general consumer trend. Besides, profit is a function of not just revenue but 
also expenses..Perhaps on expenses wil! decline by a greater amount than 
its revenue; if so,-then OD‘ profits will increase despite falling revenues. 

In sum, without additignat information, prudent investors should refrain 
from following the Newslectér's advice. To berter assess the soundness of this 
advice, it would be helpful to know the following: (1) the demographic 
profile of the survey's respondents, (2) the extent to which consumer desires 
regarding food intake accord with thetr subsequent behavior, (3) the extent 
of OD's loyalty among its regular retail customers who might continue to 
prefer OD products over low-fat Products even at higher prices, and (4) the 
extent to which OD might be able to reduce expenses to offset any revenue 
loss resulting from diminishing sales of OD products, 


if Arcument No, 3] 


The Best Location for Viva-Tech’s New Plant 

In this memo, the president of Viva-Tech, a high-tech medical 
equipment firm, recommends Closing its small assembly plants and 
centralizing its operations at one location—in the city of Grandview, To 
Support this recommendation, the President points out certain artractive 
demographic features as well as the town's willingness to allow Viva-Tech to 
operate there without paying Property taxes for the firse three years. 
However, careful scrutiny of the evidence ceveais that it provides little 
credible support for the president’s recommendation. . 

To begin with, the tact thar Grandview's adult population is larger than 
that of any other locale under Consideration is scant evidence in itself chat 
Grandview would be the best location for Viva-Tech. Perhaps Grandview's 
aduit residents are not skilled to Work in the medical equipment industry. Or 
perhaps a large portion ot its residents are retired. Or, perhaps virtually all of 
its residents are already employed in jobs that they would be unwilling or 
unable to leave to work at Viva-Tech. Withour considering and eliminating 
these and other possible reasons why Viva-Tech might have difficulty finding 
enough suitable emplovees in Grandview, the president cannot rely on the 


fact chat Grindview has it kree adult Population co holster the recommen- 
dation. 
: eet 
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Furthermore, the fact that the earnings of the average Grandview 
worker are comparatively low does not necessarily mean that Viva-Tech 
could minimize labor costs by employing Grandview residents, as the 


-president suggests. M is entirely possible that this low average wage is 


attributable to a high percentage of jobs requiring low-level skills. This 
scenario would be panicularly likely if a large portion of Grandview's 
workers are teenagers and college students. In fact, the low average wage in 
Grandview is further evidence that Grandview residents do not possess the 
sorts of high-tech skills that would command a higher wage and that 
Viva-Tech might require among its workforce. y 

A final problem with the argument ‘involves Grandview’s willingness to 
forego payment of property taxes for the first three years. Admittedly, this 
evidence lends some measure of support to the recommendation. However, 
the president ignores the possibility that other cities under consideration 
would be willing to make similar concessions or provide other equally 
attractive financial incentives. The president also overlooks the expense of 


property taxes over the longer term. Lacking evidence to the contrary, it is 


entirely possible that Grandview's property-tax rates are otherwise 
comparatively high and that in the longer term, Viva-Tech's property-tax 
lability would be greater in Grandview than in other Jocales. Until the 
president accounts for these two possibilities, ! cannot be persuaded that 
Grandview is the best location for Viva-Tech from a property-tax standpoint. 

ln the final analysis, the recommendation of Viva-Tech's president is not 
well supported. To strengthen it, the president must provide detailed 
demographic evidence showing that a sufficient number of Grandview 
residents would be able and willing to work in Viva-Tech's high-tech 
environment. A proper evaluation of the recommendation requires more 
information about Grandview's property-tax rates vis-a-vis those of ‘other 
locales under consideration and about the willingness of these other 
municipalities to provide their own financial or tax incentives to Viva-Tech. 


i I ARGUMENT No. 42 


The Relationship Between Snoring and Weight Gain 


wuu. Petersons.com 


In this argument, the speaker concludes that any person who snores 
‘should try to eat jess and exercise more than the average person. To justify 
this conclusion, the speaker points out that many snérers awaken frequently 


‘during sleep-~often so briefly that they are unaware that they are awake—in 


order to.catch their breath (a condition called sleep apnea) and as a result 
are too tired during normal waking hours to exercise. The speaker also cites 
data collected during a recent study, suggesting that snorers are more likely 


-tO gain weight than -other people. This argument is flawed in several critical 


respects. 
First, the speaker provides no assurances that the recently collected 
data suggesting a correlation between snoring and weight gain are 
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is entirely possible that some Other Medica] condition, or Some other trait or 


better assess the argument, it Would be useful to know ali the possible 
Causes of snoring und of sleep apnea. 


l ArGuMENT No. 46 
Aircraft Maintenance and Airline Profits 


In this Memortndum, Getaway Airtine’s Personnel director asserts that 
GetAway mechanics Should enrol in the Quality Care Seminar on Proper 
maintenance Procedures in vurder to increase customer satisfaction and, in 
tum. profits. The director reasons that because the performance of 
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auto-racing mechanics improves after the seminar, so will that of Get-Away’s 
mechanics. The director's argument relies on a number of dubious 
assumMptons and is therefore unconvincing. 

First of all, the argument unfairly assumes that because the performance 
of auto-racing mechanics improves after the seminar, so will the 
performance of aircraft mechanics. Common sense tells me that, even 
though aircraft and auto mechanics serve similar functions, aircraft repair 
and maintenance is far more involved than car repair and maintenance. 
Thus, a seminar that improves the performance of auto mechanics will not 
necessarily improve that of aircraft mechanics. l : 

Secondly, the argument assumes that the performance of Gel-Axway 
mechanics is subject to improvement, However, it is entirely possible that 
their performance level is already very high and that the seminar will afford 
litte or no improvement. Perhaps Get-Away's mechanics have already 

- attended a simiar seminar, or perhaps they meet higher standards than the 
' ones imposed on auto-racing mechanics. 

Thirdly, the argument concludes from the mere fact that the 
performance of auto-racing mechanics improved after the seminar that the 
seminar was responsible for this improvement. However, it is possible that 
some other factor, ‘such as improved diagnostic technology or more 
stringent inspection requirements, was the reason for the improved 
performance. Without ruling out these and other such possibilities, I cannot 
accept the memo's final conclusion that enrolling in the seminar will 
improve the performance of Get-Away's mechanics as well, 

Finaly, the argument concludes without adequate evidence that 
improved performance on the part of Get-Away's mechanics will result in 
Breater customer satisfaction and therefore greater profits for Get-Away. 
Admittedly, if a low performance level resutts in accidents, customer 
Satisfaction and profits will in all probability decrease. Otherwise, however, 
improved mechanic performance will in al likelihood have no bearing on 
customer Satisfaction; in other words, customers are unlikely to be aware of ° 
the level of performance of an aircraft's mechanics unless accidents occur, 

In conclusion, the argument is unconvincing as it stands. To strengthen 
it, the director must provide more. convincing evidence that the 
performance of Get-Away's mechanics will actually improve as a result of the 
semifar-—perhaps-by Pointing out other airlines whose mechanics benefited 
from the seminar. The director must..aiso show a*stronp causal nexus 
between improved mechanic ‘performance and profit. In order to better 
evaluate the argument, 1 would need more information about the cost of the 
seminar ‘compared to its expected benefits and about what factors other 
than the seminar might have been responsible for the improved 
a performance of auto-racing mechanics. ; l 
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i] “ Arcument No. 52 
l Learning to Read by Listening to Audiotapes 


This editorial concludes that the school board should invest in 
audiocassettes, because listening to audiocassettes makes elementary stu- 
Cents more eager to learn and to read. To support this conctusion, the edi- 
toral cites studies showing the value of listening to someone else read. 
However, close scrutiny of this evidence and of the editorial’s line of reason- 
ing reveus thae they provide little credible support for the editorial’s conclu- 
sion. 

To begin with, the argument claims that fora poor reader, the isolation 
bf reading will Provide a general disincentive to do schoolwork. However, 
the author provides no evidence to support this claim. Ie is just as possible 
that 2 child who has difficulty reading might excel at other subjects chat do 
not require much reading, such as mathematics or music. Besides, this arcu. 
. ment assumes that learning to read must be an isolated activity. Expenence 

informs us, however, thac this is not the case, especially for elemenun 
school students who typically learn to read in 4 group environment. 

The editocial goes-on to cite- Studies that “attest to the value” <? 
allowing students to hear books read aloud. However, as it stands, this 
evidence is far too vague to Support the editorial's conclusion; we are not 
informed whether the “value” relates specifically to reading skills. Common 
sense tells me that, while audiocassettes can heip any person learn facts and 
understand concepts, a skill Such as reading can only be learned by 
Practicing the skill irself. 

Nor are we informed about the manner in which books were read 
toud In the study; were they read directly by parents, or were they recorded 
on audiocassettés?. Absent ‘additionat information about the cited studies, 
these studies lend no credible support to the conclusion that audiocassettes 
will help elementary school students to read and to learn. . . 

The editorial continues by claiming that listening to audiocassettes wil! 
make children better readers because when parents read aloud to their 
children, these children become better readers. This argument by analogy is 
wholly unpersuasive. The latter allows for interaction berween parent and 
child. while the former does nor. The latter allows for the child to view 
written words a5 the parent reads—that is, to read—while the former does 
not. Besides, common sense and experience tell us that tudiocassettes, 
which provide for passive listening, are likely to serve us crutches that 
dissuade children from active reading—instead of encouriging them to read. 

in conclusion, the editorial is unconvincing as it stands. To strengthen 
(he argument, the editorizt's author must provide more compelling evidence 
thar hstening to tudiocassettes will actually help and encourage elementary 
school students to read, nor just to leam in general. In order to berer 


evaluate the argument, we would need more information about whether the 
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the bucteritkilling process. Gulf oysters will become just as desirable as 
Atlantic oysters. To better assess the arguments chim that profits for Gulf 
oyster producers will increase as an end result. I would need to know 
whether Gulf oyster producers will incur the expenses involved in killing the 
bacteria and, if so, the extent to which these expenses will impinge on the 
producers’ profits. 


Ki Arcument No. 76 


Employee Compensation at National Brush Company 


Win, Delersons.com 


In this report, the president of National Brush Company (NBC) 
concludes that the best way to ensure that NBC will earn a profit next year 
is for the company to pay its workers according to the number of brushes 
they produce—rather than hourly. To support this conclusion, the president 
claims that the new policy will result in the production of more and better 
brushes, which in tum will allow NBC to reduce its staff size and operating 


hours, thereby cutting expenses. This argument is fraught with dubious 


assumptions, which render it entirely unconvincing. 

First of all, the argument relies on the unsubstantiated assumption that 
the new policy will motivate workers to produce brushes more quickly. 
Whether this is the case will depend, of course, on the amount earned per 
brush and the rate at which workers can produce brushes. It will also 


. depend on the extent to which NBC workers are content with their current 


income ievei. Lacking evidence that the new policy would result in the 
production of more brushes, the president cannot convince me that this 
policy wouid be an effective means to ensure a profit for NBC in the coming 
year. 

~ Even if the new policy does-motivate NBC workers to produce more’ 
brushes, the president’s argument depends on the additional assumption 
that producing brushes more quickly can be accomplished without 
Sacrificing quality. ln fact, the president goes further by predicting an‘ 
increase in quality. Yet common sense informs me that if the production 
process otherwise remains the same, quicker production is likely to reduce 


quality—-and in any event certainly not increase it. And a decline in quality 


might serve to diminish the value of NBC’s brushes in the marketplace. Thus, 
the ultimate result of the new policy. might be to reduce NBC's revenue and, 
in turn, profits, : 

Even assuming that ‘as ‘the result of the new policy, NBC's current 
workforce produces more brushes without sacrificing quality, reducing the 
size of the workforce and the number of operating hours would serve to 
offset those production gains. Admittedly, by keeping the most efficient 
employees, NBC would minimize the extent of this offset. Nevertheless, the 
president provides no evidence that the result would be a net gain in 
production. Without any such evidence, the president's argument that the 
new policy will help ensure profitability is highly suspect. 
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comparing current: Payroll and other Operating costs with Projected costs 
; tre under the new policy—in. order to determine whether NBC ig likely ta: be 
Bite er more profitable under the Proposed scheme, = 


evidence for the purpose of showing that HPH customers in the Southwest 
are generally happy with the change, 
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omits any mention of reports from servers about customers who have 
complhined. Since the anecdotal evidence is one-sided, it is inadequate to 
assess Overall Customer satisfaction with the change. 

Finally, even if HPH’s Southwest customers are happy with the change, 
the speaker unfairly assumes that customers in other regions will respond 
similarly to it. Perhaps Southwesterners are generally less concerned than 
other people about whether they cal margarine or butter. Or, perhaps 
Southwestemers actually prefer margarine to butter, in contrast to prevailing 
tastes elsewhere. Or, perhaps Southwestemers have relatively few choices 
when it Comes to pancake restaurants. l f 

In sum, the Speaker's argument is weak. To better assess it, I would 
need to know (1) how long the change has been in effect in the Southwest, 
(2) what percentage of HPH servers and managers have received customer 
complaints about the change, and (3) the number of such complaints as 2 
percentage of the total number of HPH -customers who order meals calling 
for either butter or margarine. To Strengthen the argument, the speaker must 
provide clear evidence—perhaps by way of a reliable survey—-that HPH 
customers in other regions are likely to be happy with the change and 
continue to patronize HPH after the change. 


| f Arcument No. 88 


Advance Ticket Sales for Glenville’s Concerts 
' This letter recommends that Glenville feature modern music, especially 
the music of Richerts, at its summer concerts in order to boost advance 
ticket sales and attendance. To Support this recommendation, the letter's 
author points out that advance-ticket sales have declined over the past few 
~years, but-unpredictable weather cannot be the reason for the ‘decline 
because “many people attended the concerns even in bad weather.” The 
author concludes that choice of music must be the reason for the dectine, 
then reasons further that since Richerts’ recordings are very popular among 
Glenville residents, featuring Richerts’ music at the concerts would boost 
ticket sales and attendance. I find this argument to be logically unconvincing 
in several respects. TRE j 
As a threshold matter, the author unfairly equates the number of ticker 
purchasers with the number of uckets -purchased. The author ignores the 
possibility that the, average number -of .tickets sold to each purchaser is 
increasing, and, as a result, the total number of tickets is not declining —~or 
ty © perhaps even increasing. Thus, the author cannot convincingly -conctude 
that Glenville has a ticket-sale problem in the first Place. 

Even if the actual number of tickets sold in advance has been declining, 
the author concludes too hastily that unpredictable weather cannot be the - 
reason for the decline. Perhaps concert attendees during the past few years 
have now learned from their experience with bad concen weather not to 
purchase advance tickets again. Besides, the mere fact that “many people” 
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O anended concerts in bad weather proves nothing unless the author can 
show chat total attendance has been lower in bad weather than ut good 
weather. 5 
Even assuming unpredictable weather is not the reason for the decline 
in advance ucket sales, the author falsely assumes that the decline must be 
attnDurable to choice of music. This. “either-or” argument is fallacious in that 
it ignores other possible causes of the decline. For example, perhaps during 
the last few years, Glenville has begun its promotional efforts unusually late. 
ap we RN Or perhaps the number of outlets where tickets are available in- advance has 
j declined. For that marrer, perhaps Glenville's demographics are in flux so 
that the ton! number of residents willing and able to attend summer 


“concerts is declining. ae es 
* Finally, every assuming that choice of music is the true cause of the 
decline in advance-ticket sales,-the author fails to provide adequate evidence 
that choosing modern music, and Richerts’ compositions in particular, will 
boost sales and“ attendance. The author unfairly assumes thar people who 
purchase recordings are the same group. that would be inclined to attend live 
concerts. Lacking evidence that this is the case, the author cannot convince 
me that the proposed course of action will bring about its intended result. 

. . in sum, the argument is logically_ unconvincing as it stands. To 
Strengthen it, the author must first establish a clear causal relationship 
between the number of people buying advance tickets and actual concert 
attendance. The author must also Provide evidence—perhaps by way of a 
reliable survey—that the “many peopie” who have attended the concerts in 
bad weather are likely to do so again. despite their experience. The author 
must then consider and eliminate all other possible explanations for the 
decline. Finally, to better assess the argument, I would need more 
information about the musical tastes of the Glenville residents who are most 
inclined to attend live concerts. ` 


i - Arcument No. 91 


Homework Assignments and Academic Performance 
The speaker argues that if the state board of education required thar 
homework be assigned to high school students no more than twice per 
week, academic performance would improve, To support this assertion, the 
Speaker cites 4 statewide survey of math and science teachers. According to 
the survey, students in the Marlee district. who are assigned homework no 
more than once per week, achieve better grades and are less likely to repeac 
2 school year than students in the Santee district, who are assigned 
homework every night. Close scrutiny reveals, however, that this evidence 

provides little credible support for the speaker's assertion. 
To begin with, the survey ippears (0 suffer trom two statistical 
problems, either of which renders the survey's results unreliable, First, the 


speaker relies on statistics from only ewo districts; however, it is entirely 
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possible that these two districts are not representative of the state's school - 
districts overall. Second, the survey involved only math and science teachers. 
Yet the speaker draws a broad recommendation for all teachers based on the 
survey's results. l 

In addition, the speakers recommendation relies on the assumption 
that the amount of homework assigned to students is the only possible 
reason for the comparative academic performance berween students in the 
two districts. However, in all likelihood, this is simply not the case. Perhaps 
Sanlee teachers are stricter praders then Marlee teachers. Or perhaps Saniee 


teachers are Jess effective than Marlee eachigrs.and phere fore Shlista 
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tive of the overal Forsythe citizenry in terms of eating habits. Withou: 
evidence of the survey's reliability, it js impossible to draw any firm 
Conclusions about the Current dietary habits of Forsythe citizens based on 


, Speaker cannot reasonably canctude that the diet of Forsythe’s citizens has 
become more nutritiónai. ; 


these healthful changes. Unless al Other habits affecting health have 


In sum, the argument is UmConvincing as it stands. To strengthen it, the 
speaker must show that the survey accurately retlects the dietary habits of 
Forsythe’s citizens and that by following the government's nutritional 
recommendations more closely, these citizens are in fact healthier, The 
Speaker must also show that Forsythe’s Citizens have not made other dictary 
UF other lifestyle changes that offset healthful changes. Finally, to better 
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Ni Arcument No. 105 


A New President for the Fancy Toy Company 
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‘such 2 company. -7 7 


-it the ‘manager must show that Pat, and not some other factor beyond Pat’s 


to better evaluate the argument, we would need more information about 


In this memo, a manager at Fancy Toy Company recommends replacing 
Pat Salvo, the company’s current president. with Rosa Winnings, who is 
currently president of Starlight Jewelry. To support this recommendation, 
the manager points out that Fancy's profits have declined during the last 
three quarters under Pats leadership, while Starlight’s profits have been 
increasing dramatically, The manager's argument is unconvincing for several 
reasons. : 

First, the manager's recommendation relies partly on the assumption 
that Pat was the cause of Fancy Toy's declining profits. However, this need 
not be the case. Perhaps the toy business is seasonal, and the coming guarter 
is always the most profitable one. Or perhaps the cost of materials or labor 
have increased, and Pat has had no control over these increases. Without 
taking into account such possibilities, the manager simply cannot reasonably 
conclude ‘that Pat is responsible for Fancy’s declining profits and that 
replacing Pat will therefore enhance Fancy’s profits. 

Similarly, the manager's recommendation assumes that it is Rosa who 
has been primarily responsible for Starlight’s profitability. However, the 
manager provides no evidence to affirm this assumption. It is entirely 
possible that all jewelry businesses have prospered recently, regardless of 
the abilities of the managers. Or perhaps the costs of precious metals and 
other materials have declined in recent years, thereby leading to increased 
profits for Starlight. Moreover, perhaps Rosa has only served as president of 
Starlight for a short while, and it was her predecessor who is to credit for 
Starlight’s profitability. Without taking into account these possibilities, the 
manager cannot defend the conclusion that it is Rosa who is responsible for 
Starlight’s increasing profitability. 

Finally, the manager’s recommendation to replace Pat with Rosa rests . 
on the poor assumption that the two businesses are sufficiently similar that | 
Rosa’s experience and skill in one business will transfer to the other. Even if 
Starlight's increasing profitability is attributable to Rosa's leadership, she 
might nevertheless be’ unsuccessful | jeading a toy company, depending on 
how much experience in the toy business is = required to successfully lead 


Meta, 


in conclusion, the, argument js unconvincing as it stands. To strengthen 


control, is responsible ‘for Fancy's declining profits. Similarly, the manager 
must show that it is Rosa who is primarily responsible for Srarlight’s 
profitability and that Rosa’s abilities will transfer to the toy business. In order 


how long Pat and Rosa have served as presidents of their respective |. 
companies and whai their tong-term. record istor leading their respective 
companies to profitability. 
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= Arcument No. 109 
Boosting Armchair Video’s Profits 


In this memo, the owner of Armchair Video concludes that in order to 
boost sagging.profits, Armchair’s stores should eliminate evening operating 
hours and should stock Only movies that are less than cwo years old. To 
support this conclusion, the owner points out that since- Armchairs 
downtown Marston store implemented these changes, very few customers 
have complained. The owner's argument relies on several unsubstantiatect 
assumptions and is therefore unconvincing as it stands. 

In the first piace, implicit in the argument is the assumption that no 
other means of boosting profits is available to Armchair. While the owner 
has explicitly ruled out the option of raising its rental rates, che owner 
ignores other means, such as selling videos or renting and selling compact 
discs, candy, and so forth. Without considering such alternatives, the owner 
cannot justifiably conclude that the proposed changes are the only ways 
Armchair can boost its protits. 

A second problem with the argument is that it assumes thar the 
Proposed changes would in‘fact enhance profits. It is entirely possible that 
the lost revenue from reducing store hours would outweigh the savings in 
reduced operating costs. Perhaps Armchair customers are attracted to the 
Stores’ wide selection and variety of movies, and Armchair would lose their 
patronage should ic reduce its inventory. Moreover, common sense informs 
me that video rental Stores do most of their business during evening hours, 
and therefore, the Proposed action would actually result in a further decline 
in profits. 

Two additional problems involve the downtown Marston store. Firsr, 
the owner implicitly assumes that the store has increased its profits as a 
result of eliminating evening Operating hours and stocking only newer 


complained thar the store's business, and in tum profits, have increased as a 
result of these changes. 

à second problem with Marston is that the owner assumes this store is 
representative of Armchair outlets generally. it is entirely possible that, due to 
its downtown location, the Marston store attracts a daytime clientele more 
interested in new movies, whereas other outlets depend on an evening cli- 
entele with different or more diverse tastes in movies. Or perhaps downtown 
Marston tacks competing video stores or movie theaters, whereas Armchair’s 
other stores are located in areas with many competitors. Withour accounting 
for such possibilities, the owner cannot convince me that the profits of other 
Armchair outlets would increase by folowing Marston's example. 

In conclusion, the argument is unconvincing as it stands. To strengthen 
it, the owner must provide Mrong evidence thar the cost savings of the 
proposed course of action would outweigh any loss in revenue and that no 
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other viable means of boosting its profits is available to Armchair. To better 
evaluate the argument, we would need information enabling us to compare 
the Marston store's clientele and competition with that of other Armchair 
‘stores. We would also need more information about Marston's profitability 
before and after it implemented the new policies. 


A | | Arcument No. 113 
A. Fitness-Gym Franchise Opportunity 


. 
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This brochure for Power-Lift Gym claims. that by davesting in a Power. 
Lift franchise, an investor will eam a quick profit. To support this claim, the 
brochure cites 2 variety of statistics about the current popularity of physica! 
fitness and of Power-Lift Gyms in particular. However, careful scrutiny of this 
evidence reveals that it lends no credible support to the claim. 

One problem with the brochure's claim involves its reliance on the 
bare fact that revenue from last year’s sales of health books and magazines 
totaled $50 million. This statistic.in itself proves nothing. Health magazines 
do not all focus on weighuifting or even physical fitness; it is possible that 
very few sales were of those that do. Besides, it is entirely possible that in 
previous years, total sales were even higher and that sales are actually 
declining. Either scenario, if wue, would serve to weaken the brochure’s 
claim rather than support it. 

Another problem with the brochure's claim involves the fact that more 
and more consumers are purchasing home gyms. It is entirely possible that 
consumers are using home gyms as a substitute for commercial gyms and 
that the number of Power-Lift memberships will decline as a result. Without 
ruling out this possibility, the brochure cannot convince me that a new 
Power-Lift franchise would be profitable. o ost 

A third problem with the brochure's claim involves its reliance on the 
fact that 500 Power-Lift franchises are now in existence. It is entirely 
possible that the market has become saturated and that additional Power-Lift 
gyms will not be as successful as current ones. Moreover, it is possible that 
the number of competing gyms has also increased in tandem with the 
general interest in health. and fitness. Without addressing this supply-and- ` 
demand issue, the brochure cannot justify its conclusion that a new 
Power-Lift franchise would be a sound investment. 

In conclusion, the brochure is iitpersuasive afit stands. To strengthen 


"its claim that a new Power-Lift franchise would be profitable, the brochure 
should provide stronger evidence that the general interest in physical fitness, 


and weightlifting in particular, will continue unabated in the foreseeable 
future. The brochure must also provide evidence that home gyms are not 
serving as substitutes for commercial gyms. Finally, to better evaluate the 
argument, we would need more information about the extent to which the 


fitness-gym market has become saturated, not only by Power-Lift franchises 


but by competing gyms as well. 
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` Arcument No. 122 
The Benefits of a New Expressway 


n's 


VAT Tests 
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In this newsletter, the author concludes that in order to promote the 
economic heaith of the city’s downtown. area, voters should approve the 


construction of an expressway linking downtown to outlying suburbs. To 


Support this conclusion, the author claims: that the expressway would 
alleviate shortages. of stock and. materials among downtown businesses and 
manufacturers and would artracr workers from elsewhere in the state. 
However, the argument relies om a series of unsubstantiated assumptions, 
which render ir unconvincing. an 

e ine first problem with the argument involves the author's claim chat 
the expressway wouldhelp prevent downtown merchants and manufactur- 
ers from experiencing shortages in stock and materials. This claim depends 
on three assumptions. One assumption is that such a problem exists in the 
first place. A second assumption is that the absence of an expressway is the 
Cause of such shortages: yee common sense tells me that the availability of 
these commodities is probably the primarysuch factor. A third assumption is 
that stock and materials would be delivered primarily.via. the expressway, 
Yet it is entirely possible that these commodities are delivered directly to the 
downtown area by other means, such as rail or air transport. Without 
substantiating these assumptions, the author cannot justifiably conclude thar 
the expressway would help prevent shortages of stock and materials, 

Another problem with the argument involves the author’s dual claim 
that because of the new expressway, workers from elsewhere in the state 
will be lured to work in this city's downtown area and at the same time will 
choose to live in the suburbs. The author provides no evidence that the 
existence of an expressway would suffice to entice peopie to work in this 
City’s downtown area, Moreover, the author ignores the possibitiry that 
people who might want to work in the city’s downtown area would 
generally prefer to live in that area as well. In this case, the expressway 
would be of no help in attracting qualified workers to this city’s downtown 
area, 

A third problem with the argument is that it unfairly assumes that the 
expressway will resuit in 2 nec influx, rather than outtlow, of workers to the 
downtown area, In fact, the expressway might make it easier for people who 
currently live and work downtown to commute to jobs in other areas or 
even relocate their businesses to outlying areas. Either scenario would serve 
to undermine the author's claim that the expressway wouid provide a boon 
to the downtown economy. 

Finally, the argument rests on the assumption that funds used to build 
the expressway and to create jobs for construction workers cannot be 
applied to some other Program instead—one that would be even more 
effective in promoting the health of the downtown economy. Without 
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identifying and weighing such alternatives, the author cannot defend the 
conclusion that voters should approve the expressway project. 

In conclusion, the argument is unconvincing as it stands. To strengthen 
jt, the author must provide strong evidence that the expressway would help 
aligviate shonages of supply and materials among downtown businesses and 
manufacturers. The author must also show that the expressway would in 
fact result in a net influx of workers who would change jobs because of the 
availability of the expressway. Finally, to better evaluate the argument, we 
would need more information about possible alternatives to the proposal 
and whether any such alternative would be more effective in promoting the 
health of the downtown economy. l 
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AT Issue No. 1] 
Personal Failings of Great Achievers 


WIU PElCrsSOns. COM 


Are the personal failings of grear achievers generally unimportant 
compared to the individuals achievements, as the speaker contends? In 
some cases, perhaps so. However. in my view. this contention amounts to an 
unfair generalization. The speaker overlooks that personal failings often play 
an integral role in the process of achieving great things—either as a catalyst 
for it or as part of the process. 

Some personal failings can serve as catalysts for great achievement. A 
personal failing can test the would-be achiever’s mettle; it might pose a 
challenge—necessary resistance that drives the individual to achieve despite 
the shortcoming. For example, poor academic or job performance can 
propel a gifted entrepreneur to start a business, which ultimately becomes 
the dominant player in its industry. Or serious illness or injury can spur an 
athlete on to attain world-class standing in a particular sport. 

Other personal failings are symbiotically connected with achievement, 

that is, a personal failing might be a necessary ingredient or integral part of 
the achievement process itself. For instance, artists and musicians often 
produce their most creative works during periods of depression, addiction, 
or other distress, indeed, an artwork’s greatness often lies in how it reflects 
and reveals the artist’s own failings and foibles. And in the realms of business 
and politics, insensitivity to the human costs of success, which ] consider to 
be a personal failing, has bred many grand achievements. History is replete 
with examples—from the use of “expendable” slaves by the ancient 
emperors in realizing our world’s greatest monuments to the questionable 
labor practices of America’s great late nineteenth-century industrialists. 
-- -- Even personal failings that are unconnected with certain achievement 
lie at the heart of other, unintended ones. Consider, for example, two 
modern American presidents: Nixon and Clinton. Nixon's paranoia, which 
historians generally agree was his fatal flaw, resulted in the Watergate 
scandal—a watershed event in American politics. And more recendy, 
Clinton’s marital indiscretions and subsequent impeachment prompted 3 
national reexamination of the requisites for legitimate political leadership. $- 
Were the personal failings of Nixon and Clinton less “important” than their 
achievements as statesman and social reformer, respectively? Perhaps not. 

Admittedly, some types of personal failings pale in importance to the 
individual's achievements. For example, the people who we consider great 
artists, actors, and musicians are often notorious for their poor financial and 
business judgment. Yet, in our hearts and minds, “this sort of failing only 
elevates them in greatness. Moreover, other types of personal failings are, in 
my view, patently more important than any achievement. For instance, many 
a male sports hero has found his name on a newspaper's police blotter afier 
committing 2 violent crime. In my view, the importance of any violent crime 
ourveighs that of any sports record. 
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[n sum, the speaker's contention amounts {0 1N overstatement. Current 
and historical. events inform us that personal failingsi aré often part anc 
Parcel of great achievements. And even where they. are not, persona! 
shortcomings of great achievers often make an important societal impact oë 
their own. 


Bil Issue No. 20 
° ea Bp i are ae : ac Od 
The Role of Automation in Our Lives. 

a i In some: respects, humans serve machines, while in other respec, 
machines serve us. by. enhancipg_our lives. While mechanical automation 
may have diminished otir quality’ of-life, on balance, digital automation is 
doing more to Improve our lives than to undermine our autonomy. 

Consider first mechanical auromation, particularly assembly-line manu- 
facturing. With automation came a loss of pride in and alienation from one’s 
work. In this sense, automation both diminished our quality of life and 
rendered us slaves to machines in our inability to reverse “progress.” 
Admittedly; mechanical automation-spawned entire industries, creating jobs, 
stimulating economic growth, and supplying a plethora of. innovative 
conveniences. Nevertheless, the sociological and environmental price of 
progress may have outweighed its benefits. 

Without a doubt, digital automation has brought its own brand of 
wienation. Computer automation, and especially the Internet, breeds 
information overload and steals our time and attention away from family, 
community, and coworkers. In these respects, digital automation tends to 
diminish our quality of life and create its. own legion of human slaves. 

However, by relegating repetitive tasks to computers, digital. technol- 
ogy has spawned great advances in medicine and Physics, helping us to 
better understand the world, to enhance our health, and to prolong our 
lives. Digital automation has also emancipated architects, artists, designers, 
and musicians by Opening up creative possibilities and by saving time. 
Perhaps most importantly, however, information technology makes possibie 
universal access to information, thereby providing a democratizing intluence 
on our culture. 7 

In sum, while mechanical automation may have created a society of 
slaves to modern conveniences and unfulfilling work, digital automation holds 
more promise for improving our lives without enslaving us to the technology. 


i i] Issue No. 22 
Government's Responsibility Regarding the Arts 
The speaker here argues that government must support the arns but ut 
the same time impose no control Over what art is produced. The implicit 
rationae for government intervention in the arns is that without it, cultural 
decline and emsion of our social fabric will result, However, I find no 
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empirical evidence to support this argument. which in any event is 
unconvincing in light of more persuasive arguments that government should 
play no part in either supporting or restricting the ans. . 

First, subsidizing the ams is neither a proper nor necessary job for 
povemment. Although public health is generally viewed as critical to a 
sociemy’s very Survival and therefore an appropriate concern of government, 
this concem should not extend tenuously to our cultural “health” or 
well-being. A lack of private funding might justify an exception; in my 
observation, however, philanthropy is alive and well today, especially among 
the new technology and media moguls. 

Secondly, government cannot possibly play an evenhanded role as arts 
patron, Inadequate resources cal for restrictions, priorities, and choices. 1t is 
unconscionable to relegate normative decisions as to which art has “value” 
to a few legislators and jurists, who may be unenlightened in their notions 
about art. Also, legislators: are all too likely to make choices in favor of the 
cultural agendas of those lobbyists with the most money and influence. 

Thirdly, restricting artistic expression may in some cases encroach 


_ upon the constitutional nght of free expression. In any case, governmental 


restriction may chill creativity, thereby defeating the very purpose of 
subsidizing the arts. 

in the final analysis, government cannot philosophically or economically 
justify its involvement in the arts, either by subsidy or sanction. Responsibility 
lies with individuals to determine what art has value and co support that art. 


i | | | Issue No. 26 
Location: Still the Key to Business Success 
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In retail, or “storefront,” business, location is still a key ingredient -of 
business success. The extent to which this will continue to be true, given 
the inexorable growth of Internet commerce, wil) vary among industries. 

In more traditional retail sectors, such as clothing, cosmetics, and home 


‘improvement, an in-person visit to 2 retail store is often necessary—to try on 
clothes for fit, compare fragrances, or browse among 2 full selection of 


textures, colors, and styles. Also, activities such as shopping and dining out 
are for many consumers enjoyable expericnces in themselves as well as 
excuses to get out of the house and mingle with others in their community. 
Finally, shipping costs for large items such as appliances and home: 
improvement items render home shepping impractigable. Thus, burgeoning 
technologies pose no seriaus threat to Main Street, and location will 
continue to play a pivotal role in the fate of many retail businesses. 
Nevertheless, technology-related industries are sure to move away from 
physical storefronts to virtual ones. Products that can be reduced to digital 
“bits and bites.” such as books and magazines, recordings, and softvare 
applications, are more efficiently distributed c¢lectronically. Computer 
hardware will not disappear from Main Street quite so quickly, though, since 
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its physical look anu feel enters into the buying decision, Computer 
superstores should continue to thrive alongside companies such as Det, 
which does nor distribute through retail stores. 

In conclusion, consumer demand for convenient location will continue 
with respect to certain tangible products, while for other products, 
aemative distribution systems will gradually replace the storefront, 
rendering location an obsolete issue. 


All Issue No. 32 
: Advertisements as Reflections of a-Nation’s Ideas. >.. - 


z In orde? to determine whether advertisements reflect a nation's ideas, it 


what is fashionable and attractive. For instance, a proliferation of ads for 
Sport-utility vehicles reflects a Societal concem more. for safety- and 
machismo than for enersy conservation and frugality, while 2 plethora of ads 
for inexpensive online brokerage services reflects an optimistic and perhaps 
irrationally exuberant economic outlook. However, a mere picture of a 
social more, outlook, or fashion is not an “idea’—it does not answer 
questions such as “why” and “how.” 

Admittedly, public-inrerest advertisements do present ideas hetd by 
particular segments of sociery—for example, those of environmental and 
other public-health interest groups. However, these ads constitute 2 


and product ideas of companies whose goods and services are advertised 
and the creative ideas of advertising firms. Moreover, advertisements look 
very much the same in al countries, Western and Easter alike. Does this 
suggest that all nations have essentiaily identical ideas? Certainly noc. 

In sum, the few true ideas we might see in advertisements are those of 
only a few business concerns and interest groups: they tell us little about the 


| | | Issue No. 43 
The Importance of Studying History 
Examining history makes us better people insofar as it helps us co un- 
derstand our world. It would seem, therefore, that history would also provide 
useful clues for deing with the same social ills that have plagued societies 
throughout history. On balance, however, the evidence suggests otherwise. 
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Admittedly, history has helped us leam the appropriateness of 
addressing certain issues. particularly mora] ones, on a socictal level. 
Attempts to legislate morality invariably fail, as iustrated by Prohibition in 
the 1930s and. more recently, failed federal legislauon to reguhite access 10 
adult material via the Internet. We are slowly learning this lesson, as the 
recent trend toward legalization of marijuana for medicinal purposes and the 
recognition of equal rights for same-sex partners both demonstrate. 

However, the overriding lesson from history about social ills is that they 
are here to stay. Crime and violence, for example, have troubled almost 
every society. All manner of reform, prevention, and punishment have been 
tied. Today, the trend appears to be away from reform toward a 
“tough-on-crime” approach, Is this because history makes clear that 
punishment is the most effective means of eliminating crime? No; rather, the 
trend merely reflects current mores, attitudes, and political climate. 

Another example involves how we deal with the mentally-ill segment of 
the population. History reveals that neither quarantine, treatment, nor 
accommodation solves the problem, only that each approach comes with its 
own trade-offs. Also undermining the assertion that history helps us to solve 
social problems is the fact that, despite the civil-rights efforts of Martin 
Luther King and his progenies, the cultural gap today berween African 
Americans and white Americans seems to be widening. lt seems that racial 
prejudice is a timeless phenomenon, 

To sum up, while history can teach us lessons about our social 
problems, more often than not, the lesson is that there are no panaceas or 
prescriptions for solving these problems—only alternate ways of coping 
with them. , 


. 


H Issue No. 46 
Bureaucracy’s Impact in Business and Government 
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Contrary to the statement’s premise, my view is thac businesses are less 
likely than government to establish large bureaucracies, because businesses 
know that they are more vulnerable than government to damage resulting 
from bureaucratic inefficiencies. My position is well supported by common 
sense and by observation. > , 

First, public administrators lack the financial incentives to avoid 
bureaucratic waste. In contrast, inefficiencies in a private corporation will 
reduce profits, inflicting „damage “in the forn? of job cuts, diminishing 
common-stock value, and reducing employee compensation. These are 
ample incentives for the private firm to minimize bureaucratic waste, 

Secondly, there is almost no accountability among government 
bureaucrats. The electorate's voting power is too indirect to motivate 
mid-leve} administrators, whose salaries and jobs rarely depend on political 
elections. In contrast, private corporations must pay strict attention to 
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eficency, since their shareholders hold an immediate power to selt their 
stock, thereby driving down the company’s market vatue. 
Thirdly, government is inherently monopolistic, large, and unwieldy; 
these features breed bureaucracy, Admittedly, some corporations rival stare 
Sovernments in size. Yer even among the largest companies, the profir 
mouve breeds 2 natural concern for trimming Waste, Cutting costs, and 
Í : Je sSveamlining Operations. Even virtual monopolies strive to remain lean and 


goverment pays lip service to efficiency, shrewd listeners recognize this as 
POUUCU rheroric designed Only to pander to the electorate, 


fel Issue No. 53 
User-Unfriendly Systems in Today’s Society 

Lf one focuses On. systems such as financial services and-telecommun.. 
cations, where emerging technologies have the greatest impact, one sees 
increasing user-friendliness. However, in other Systems— public and private 
wike—inefficiencies, roadblocks, and other “unfriendly” features still 
abound. One such example is che U.S, health-care delivery system. 

To a large extent, the user-unfriendly nature of health-care delivery 


Sometimes falsely informed that they are well or cured, just so that the 
facility can make room for insured patients. 


likely to suffer from 2 Cermihal or other long-term—and cosuy—illness, 


insurance company profits ac the expense of the system’s user. Moreover, 
new medica! technologies thar Provide more effective diagnosis and 
treatment are often accessible only to the select few who can afford the most 
comprehensive insurance coverage. 

The consequences of these useT-untriendly teatures can be Brave indeed 
for the individual, since this System relates directly ro 2 Person’s physical 
Well-being ang very fife. For Cxampie, when a clim or coverage is 
Wrongtully denied, lacking financiz! resources to enforce their rights, an 
individual customer has little practical recourse. The end result is to render 
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health care inuccessible wo the very individuals who need it most. These 
user-unfriendly features can be deleterious on a societal scale as well. An 
unhealthy populace is an unproductive one. Also, increased health-care costs 
place an undue burden on bread-winning adults who feel the squeeze of 
caning for aging parents and for children. Finally, these features foster a 
pervasive distrust of government, big business, and bureaucracy. 

In sum, today’s “point-and-click” paradigm inaccurately portrays the 
actua] functionality of many systems, including our health-care delivery 
system, which is well-entrenched in self-interest and insensitivity to the 
needs of its users. 


issue No. 54 


Commercial Success of Films and Television Programs 


Clearly, most popular films and television shows are superficial and/or 
include a certain amount of violence or obscenity. Just as clearly, popularity 
leads to commercial success. But can we conclude that these productions 
are overly influenced by commercial interests? Perhaps not, since some 
popular films and television shows are neither superficial, obscene, nor 
violent. Closer scrutiny, however, reveals that most such productions 
actually support, not disprove, the thesis that commercial interests dictate 
movie and television content. 

One would-be threat to the thesis can be found in lower-budget 
independent films, which tend to focus more on character development and 
topical social issues than on sensationalism. Recently. a few such films have 
supplanted Hollywood's major studio productions as top box-office hits. 


' Does this mean that profit potential no longer dictates the content of films? 


No, it simply suggests that the tastes and preferences of the movie-going 
public.are shifting. 

A second ostensible threat to the thesis resides in companies such as 
Disney, whose productions continue to achieve great popularity and 
commercial success, without resort to an appeal to baser interests. Yet it is 
because these productions are commercially successful that they proliferate. 

A third, and the only cogent, challenge to the thesis is found in perennial 
television favorites such as Nova, a public television show that is neither 
commercially supported nor influenced. However, such shows are more in 
the nature-of education than entertainment, and for every one program like 


‘Nova, there are several equally popular—and highly superficia]— programs. 


“With few exceptions, then, commercial success of certain films and 
television shows is no accidental byproduct of popularity; it is the 
intentional result of producers’ efforts to maximize profits. , 
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| | l ‘Issue No. 59 
‘al Business’ Social Duty Regarding Juvenile Crime 
is Juvenile delinquency is clearly 2 serious social problem, Whethe 
businesses must become more invoived in helping to prevent the problen 


such involvement. l 
Although. parents. and Schools have the most direct influence or 
children,. businesses nonetheless exert a strong, and often negative 


people, music and clothing: thar ‘legitimize “gang” sub-culture, and toys 
depicting violence all sanction juvenile delinquency. In such cases, perhaps 
the business should be’ obligated to mitigate its own harmful actions—for 
example, by sponsoring. community youth organizations or by producing 
public-interest ads, 


in other cases, however, imposing on a business a duty to: help solve 


community—by donating money, facilities, or services to Social programs. 
Many successful businesses—such as Mrs. Field's, Ben & Jerry's, and 
_ Timberland—have embraced this philosophy. But how far should such a 


in the final analysis, while businesses are clearly in a position to 
influence young ‘people, whether they should help solve juvenile 


delinquency is perhaps a decision best left to the collective conscience of 
each business, 


ail ' Issue No. 60 | 
i Access to Personal Information About Employees 
° Determining whether employers should have access to personal 
information about employees requires that the interests of businesses in 
ensuring productiviry and stabilicy be weighed against concerns about equity 
and privacy interests, My view is that, on balance, employers should have 
the right to obtain personal information about current employees without 
their consent, 
Admittedly, prior to hiring a job candidate, the firm's interest in 
maintsining a stable, productive, and safe workforce well justifies right of 
access (CO Certain personal information abour the candidate, without consent. 
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After all, an applicant can easily conceal personal information that might 
adversely affect job performance, thereby damaging the employer in terms 
of low productivity and high tumover. Morcover, an applicant might pose a 
potenual security threat. in terms of the company's trade secrets or even the 
physical safety of the firm's employees. A thorough check of the applicant's 
personal background might reveal a potential threat. 

During employment, however, the employee's interests are far more 
compelling than those of the employer, for three reasons. First, the employer 
has every opportunity to monitor ongoing job performance and to replace 
workers who fail to meet standards, regardiess of the reason for that failure. 
Second, allowing free access to personal information about employees might 
open the floodgates to discriminatory promotions and salary adjustments. 
Current federal laws. protecting employees from unfair treatment based on 
gender, race, and marital status may not adequately guard against an 
employer’s searching for an excuse’ to treat certain employees unfairly. 
Third, access to personal information without consent raises serious privacy 
concerns, especialy where multiple individuals have access to the 
information. Heightening this concern is the ease of access to information 
that our burgeoning electronic Intranets make possibile. 

In sum, ready access to certain personal information about prospective 
employees is necessary to protect businesses. However, once hired, an 
employee's interest in equitable treatment and privacy far outweighs the 
employer's interest in ensuring a productive and stable workforce. 


At first glance, it would seem that increased bureaucracy creates 
obstacles berween the citizens and those who govern, thereby Separating 
the two groups. Closer examination reveals. however, that in many ways, 
government bureaucracy actually bridges this gap, and that new technolo, 
gies now allow for ways around the gap. 

Many government bureaucracies are established as a response to the 
needs of the citizenry. In a sense, they manifest a nexus between citizens 
and government, providing a means of communication and redress for 
grievances that would not otherwise be available. For exampie, does the 
FDA, by virtue of its ensuring the safety of our food,and drugs, separate us 
from the government? Or does the FHA, by helping to make home 
ownership more viable to ordinary citizens, thereby increase the gap 
between citizens and the government? No, these agencies serve our interests 
and enhance the accessibility of fovermment resources to citizens. 

Admittedly, agencies such as these are necessary proxies for direct 
participation in government, since our societal problems are too large and 
complex for individuals to solve. However, technology is coming forward to 
bridge some of the larger Gaps. For example, we can now communicate 
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dirccuy wiih emr Segisiators by email, visit our lawmakers on the Web, ard 
Cogage m e@ecuronic town hall meetings. In addition, the fact that 


- Issue No. 65 _ w PAG _ 
Multinational Corporations and Global Homogeneity 


Although global homogeneity in a broader sense may not be as 
inexorable as the Speaker here Suggests, I agree thar muldinauonai 
cOrporations are indeed Creating global sameness in consumer preferences. 

- This homogeneity is manifested in two concurrent megatrends: (1) the 
embracing of American Popular culture throughout the world and (2) 4 
synthesis of cultures, as reflected in consumer preferences. 

. l The first trend is toward Americanization of popular culture throughout 

the world. In food and fashion, once a nation’s denizens “fall into the Gap” 

Or get 2 taste of a Coke or Big Mac, their Preferences are forever 


A second megatrend is toward a synthesis of cultures into a 
homogenous stew. The popularity of so-called “world music” and of “New 


Eastern, Westem, and third-world cultures. Perhaps nowhere is the 
cultural-stew-- paradigm more striking, and more bland, than at the 
international food courts now fearured in malls throughout the developed 
World. citi v a ` 

These trends appear inexorable. Counterattacks, such as Ebonics, mp 
Music, and bilingual ‘education, Promote the distinct culture of minority 


that saretlite communications and the Intemet provide. 

in sum, American multinationals have indeed instigated 2 homogeneous 
global, ver American-style, consumerism—one that in all likelihood will grow 
iN extent along with free-market capitalism and gloliat connectivity. 
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: Rule-Breakers: The Most Memorable People 


ti Issue No. 79 ~ : 
È EI -Social Skills as Purchasable Commodities 
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l} strongly agree that rule-breakers arc the most memorable people. By 
depaning from the status quo. iconociasts call attention to themselves, some 
providing Conspicuous mirrors for society, others serving as our primary 
catalysts for progress. > = -0o o : 

In politics, for example, rule-breakers Mahatma Gandhi and Manin 
Luther King secured prominent places in history by challenging the status 
guo through Civil disobedience. Renegades such as Ghengus Khan, Stalin, 
and Tiussein broke aU the human-rights “rules,” thereby leaving indelible 
marks in the historical record. And future generations will probably 
remember Nixon and Kennedy more- clearly than Carter or Reagan, by way 
of their rule-breaking activities—specifically, Nixon’s Watergate debacle and 
Kennedy's extramarital trysts. 

ln the arts, mavericks such 2s Dali, Picasso, and Warhol, who break 
established rules of composition, ultimately emerge as the greatest artists, 
while the names of artists with superior technical skills are relegated to the 
footnotes of art-history textbooks. Our most influential popular musicians 
are the flagrant rule-breakers—for example, bebop musicians such as Charlie 
Parker and Thelonius Monk, who broke all the harmonic rules, and folk 
musician-poet Bob Dylan, who broke the rules for lyrics. 

In the sciences, innovation and progress can ony result from 
challenging conventional theories—i.e., by breaking rules. Newton and 
Einstein, for example. both refused to blindly accept what were perceived at 
their time as certain “rules” of physics. As a result, both men redefined those 
mules, and both men emerged as two of the most memorable figures in the 
field of physics. © i 

In conctusion, it appears that the deepest positive and negative 
impressions appear on either side of the same iconoclastic coin. Those who 
leave the most memorable imprints in history do so by challenging norms, 
tradiuons, cherished values, and the general status quo—that is, by breaking 
the rules. 


This first ‘part of this statement ‘Means that interpersonal, or social, skills 


-can be-tmarketed as part: šof a bundle of assets that one might tout to a 


prospective client, customer, or especially employer. Presumably, the extent 


and value of these skills can be gauged by one's previous experience with 
-Clients and customers or at jobs requiring a significant amount of teamwork 


and cooperation among workers—as measured by factors such as onc's 
tenure in such a job and letters of reference from supervisors. While this 
claim seems plausible in the abstract, it ignores critica] valuation problems. 
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Furthermore, dhe daim thac the ability to deal with people exceeds the value. 
of all other commodities is an Overgenenuization, since relative values 
depend on particular circumstances, 

The first problem with: this Claim is that it is far more difficult to 
quantify the value of interpersonal Skills, or other human qualities, than the: 
value of commodities such as coffee or sugar, which can be measured, 
Weighed, or otherwise examined Prior to purchase. To a large extent, the = 
ability to work with People is a quality whose true value can be determined. Žž 


as mining or oil drilling, the valué of mw materials and capital equipment 
ought be far more important a commodity than the social skills, or most 
other skills, of employees—-depending on the economic circumstances. 

in sum, the ability to deal with People is purchasable only to a limited 
extent, since its full value cannot be determined prior to purchase. 
Moreover, its full value depends on the Organizational unit as well as the 
nature of the business. 


: Issue No. 80 


. Our Saving and Borrowing Habits 
the purpose and extent of either activity. While appropriate and prudent in 


suggests that, on balance, people today tend to borrow irresponsibly and are 
on the brink of saving irresponsibly as well, : 

Traditionally, saving is viewed as a virtue, while borrowing is i 
considered a vice. However, just the opposite may be wue under certain 
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unemploymeni. Borrowing can also be prudent—if the loan is affordable and 
applied toward a sound long-term investment. 

Were saving and borrowing limited to these types of scenarios, I would 
aver chat people today save and borrow responsibly. However, the evidence 
suggests otherwise. Americans now purchase on credit far more expensive 
automobiles, relative to income, than ever before~vehicles that are far more 
than what is needed for safe .uansportation. Excessive credit-card debt 
another type of unjustifiable borrowing, is at record levels, and rising, among 
American households. Does the baby-boomers’ current penchant for 
retirement investing compensate for these excesses? Probably not- This 
trend is fueled by unrealistic expectations of future returns; it may, 
therefore, escalate to speculation and, at its height, widespread leveraging— 
i.€., borrowing. Such speculation is more suited to highly sophisticated 
investors who can well afford to lose their entire investment than to average 
Americans and their nest eggs. 

In conclusion, while people seem to be saving aggressively today, their 
investment choices and concomitant high spending and borrowing levels 
call into question the assertion that we are indeed a “nation of savers." 


Issue No. 84 


Informing Customers About Products and Services 


Requiring businesses to provide complete product information to 


“Customers promotes various consumer interests but at the same time 


imposes burdens on businesses, goverment, and taxpayers. On balance, the 
burdens outweigh the benefits, at least in most cases. 
A threshold problem with disclosure requirements is that of 


` determining what constitutes “complete” information. Admittedly, legistat- 


ing disclosure requirements clarifies the duties of business and the rights of 
consumers. Yet determining what requirements are fair in all cases is 
problematic. Should it suffice to list ingredients, instructions, and intended 
uses, or should customers also be informed of precise specifications, 
potential risks, and. results of rests measuring a product's effectiveness 
vis-a-vis Competing products? ne : 

A closely related: problem is that determining and enforcing disclosure 
Standards necessarily involves government regulation, thereby adding to the 
ultimate cost.to the consumer by Way of higher taxes. Finally, failure to 
comply may result in regiuatory fines, a cost that may either have a chilling 
effect on product innovation or be passed on to the customers in the form of 
higher prices. Either result operates to the detriment of the consumer, the 
very party whom the regulations are designed to protect. ; 

These burdens must be weighed against the interest in protecting 
consurbers against fraud, and undue heaith and safety hazards. To assume 
that businesses will voluntarily disclose negative product information 
ignores the fact that businesses are motivated by profit, not by public 
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products, especially pharmaceuticals, narrow exceptions can aways be 
carved out for these Products, p 

In conclusion, while stringent disclosure requirements miy be 
appropriate for certain Products, businesses and consumers alike are 
generally better off without: the burdens imposed by requiring thar 
businesses provide complete product information to all customers, ~ 


y T 


{| _ Issue No. 90 ) ie 


tO value price over quality. 
Do low-quality Products waste natural resources? On balance, Probably 


clothing, dyes and inks, and wood Substitutes and composites, Moreover, 
many synthetics and composites are now actually safer and more durable 
than their natural counterparts—especially in the area of construction | 


Do lower-quality Products waste human resources? Lf by “waste” we 
mean “use up unnecessarily," the answer is no. Many lower-quality Products a 
are machine-made Ones that conserve, nor waste, human fabor—for 
example, Machine-stitched-or tved clothing and machine-cooled Furniture, 
Moreover, Other Machine-made products are tctually higher in quality than 
TO EES their manmade Counterparts, such as those Fequiring 3 precision and 
CONSISTENCY that Qaly machines can provide. Finally, many cheaply made 
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products are manufactured and assembled by the lower-cost Asian and 
Central American. labor force—a legion for whom the altemative is 
unemployment and poverty. In these Cases, producing lower-quality 
products does not “waste” human resources, lo the contrary, it creates 
productive jobs. 

In the final analysis, cost-cutting production methods benefit consum- 
ers. both in the short term through lower prices and in the Jong mun by way 
of economic vitality and increased competition. The claim that producing 
low-quality products wastes natura! and human resources is specious at best. 


IN Issue No. 110 
Ethical Standards and Successful Business Leadership 


www. pelersons.com 


In asserting that the most successful business Jeaders are the ones thai 
follow the highest ethical.standards, the speaker raises some very complex 
guestions—about a business leader's fiduciary duties to the firm's 
stakeholders vis-a-vis the leader's social obligations, Ultimately, however, the 
answer tums on whether a business Jeader can recognize when self-interest 
aligns with social welfare, as discussed below. 

One way to define the success of a business leader is simply in terms of 
the profits (or losses) of the leader's firm. Proponents of this definition also 
tend to believe that by maximizing profits, at least within legal and 
regulatory boundaries, a business leader fulfils his or her highest. ethical 
‘obligation per se. However, if we accept these simple notions of business 
success and ethics, as many people do, then the speaker's assertion amounts 
to a meaningless tautology. Besides, a certain contrary view suggests that 
both notions rely on overly narrow ideas about business “success” and how 
to achieve it... - : secs ss 

According to this broader, contrary view, business leaders, by virtue of 
the power they enjoy, owe certain social obligations to the community and 
the society thar grants them that power in the first place. Such obligations 
often go beyond legal ones and include. among other duties, a duty to” 
conduct business in a manner that avoids undue risk to the health and-safety 
of customers as well as the public at large. In order to discharge obligations 
such as these, a firm might voluntarily provide certain product-safery 
features or take certain’ pollution-control measures—even if it means 
foregoing a portion of its profits. Syme advocates of this contrary view go 
even further—to. impose on business leaders an affirmative obligation to 
protect consumers, preserve the natural environment, promote education, 
and otherwise take steps to help alleviate society's problems. 

The most successful business leader is the one who not only strikes the 
best balance between social obligation and the profit-maximization 
imperative, but also recognizes and exploits areas where the rwo objectives. 
are actually in accord, -sather--than—a_ conflier_—For—example, a firm's 
insensitivity to environmental or safety concerns might tarnish its. j 
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Workers who neglect to update: their knowledge and skills jeopardize ac: 


Only their jobs and” careers but also the Opportunity to contnbute 


computer engineering is intrinsically tied to other fields, even non-technical 
ones such as business, communications, and media. Few people can 


expenences—thereby gaining a richer understanding of themselves and 
their place in community and society. Courses in political science, 
philosophy, theology, and Natural sciences help the adult teamer gain fresh 
insight and perspective on humunkind’s place in the physical and 
metaphysical worlds. Ang RO person can become tly human withour 
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developing, then nurturing through continued study, an aesthetic apprecia- 
tion of litérature, the fine arts, and the performing arts. 
Thus, even the broadest and deepest college education is s merely a 

. primer for adult life, vocational and otherwise. We should continue to Jenrn 
new job-related skills and information, in the interest of advancing the 
society. But we should also complement those efforts through course work 
in the sciences, humanities, and arts. We thereby gain the capacity to 
succeed in career, to find its purpose and meaning, and to understand and 
appreciate life. To gain these capacities is to become fully human, which, in 
my view, should be our ultimate end. 
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20 OFFICIAL GMAT ARGUMENTS 


art 8 contains my responses to 20 of the Arguments in the test 
maker's official pool. You can obtain the entire list of official 
ý Arguments vil my GMAT Analytical Writing Web site 
(www.west.net/~stewart/awa), AS you study the responses here in Part 8 
keep in mind the following: 


* I-did not compose these essays under timed conditions. Also, I dic 
quite a bit of fine-tuning to make them betrer modets for you to 
study. So, don’t be concerned if your essays aren't as polished as 
mine. Be realistic about what you can produce in 30 minutes. 


[n the first paragraph of each essay I've recapitulated the official 
Argument, for your reference. Keep in mind, however, that the 
readers do noc expect you to restate the Argument in your essay. 


These essays are intended to provide you with substantive, organi- 
zational, and style ideas for composing your GMAT Argument essa} 
but they are not for copying word-for-word. Be focewamed: GMAT 
readers wili be on the lookout for plagiarism. 


“eine eee gs, 
ta Benga mevn agat 
s ` 


IMPORTANT! From time to time: the test maker might -7.7 
í cHangèthe sequence f Argu rguments im the official pool? sa Be” me 
sure to check my online updates (www, west.net(—stewaitsis)- s 
forthe current sequence, Preceding each essay here in Part & ts. 

a brief phrase that describes the Argument's topic; this descrip- 
tion should help you match the essay to the corresponding Ar- 


gument in the official pool. 
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ad Arcument No. 8 -> 
Interest in Management Issues Among Workers 


wurm. Ppetersons.coni 


According to this editorial. the common view of workers as generally 
apathetic about management issues is false, or at least outdated. To suppon 
this assertion, the editorial cites a recenuy published Survey in which 79 
percent of the 1,200 workers responding to a questionnaire indicated great 
interest in Corporate-restructuring and benefits-redesign issues. Careful 
Scrutiny of the editorial reveals numerous potential problems with 
it—problems that render its author's position untenable. 

A threshold problem is that the editorial neglects to indicate how 
recenuy the survey was actually conducted. All we know is thar the survey 
was recently published. The less recent the survey itself, the Jess reliable the 
results to indicate current interest levels in management issues among 
workers, regardless of When the results were published. 

Two more potential problems have to do with the survey's 


methodology. First, unless the surveyors sampled a sufficient number of 


workers and did so randomly across the entire workforce spectrum, the 
survey results are not reliable to gauge the interests of workers generally. 
The number of respondents (1,200) in itself does not ensure representative- 
ness. For example, if the sample included only managers, then the results 
would no doubt suggest a much higher level of interest than the average 
Jeve] among all workers. 

A second possible methodological problem is that of bias. Perhaps 
workers who were interested in management issues were more likely than 
other workers to respond to the questionndire—passibly because they found 


the questionnaire more interesting, Or perhaps a significant number of 


respondents feigned interest in management issues because they believed 

they might gain favor with their company by doing so. In either event, the 

survey results would be virtually useless in drawing reliable conclusions 

about the actual. level of interest in management issues among workers , 
generally. 

A final problem with the editorial involves the possibility of additional 
results from the survey—results that the editorial neglects to mention. For 
example, maybe the questionnaire listed many management issues and the, 
results showed keen interest among workers in only the two particular ones 
that the editorial mentions. In fact, feral we know'athe survey respondents 
indicated thar they were completely-apathetic toward al} other issues, in 
which case the common notion that the editorial seeks to dispel would 
appear to be correct after all. 

In sum, the editorial has not succeeded in disproving that workers are 
apathetic about management issues. To make at least a colorable argument 
based on the Survey, the editorial’s author must show that the survey 
respondents as a group accurately reflect the entire worker population in 
terms of their interest in management issues gencrally—not just the two 
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issues listed. To accomplish this, the author must supply detailed 
information abour the survey's methodology—especially about the subject- 
selection process, what the Subjects were told about the survey, and 
whether or not responses were mandatory. 


Arcument No. 23 l i 
` Does Einstein High School Require More Funding? 


In this speech, a city-council member argues thar a substantial increase 
in funding for Einstein “High Schoot is unnecessary. To support this 
conclusion, thesspeaker points out that today two thirds of Einstein's 
graduates g0 on to College, whereas twenty years ago, only one half did so. 
From these statistics, the speaker reasons that Einstein must have grown in 
educational effectiveness over that twenty-year period—despite the fact that 
the school's funding, adjusted for inflation, has nor increased over that 
period. The speaker's argument suffers from several reasoning flaws, which 
together render the argument unconvincing. 

First of all, percentages from only the first and final years of a 
twenty-year period hardly suffice to prove a clear trend. One, or perhaps- - 
both, of these rwo years might have been unusual in terms of the percentage 
of new Einstein graduates proceeding to college. In fact, there might be no 
Clear trend, or the overall trend might be a decline in this percentage, Since 
the statistics provided are insufficient to show a clear trend, the speaker 
cannot reasonably conclude based on them that Einstein has grown in 
educational effectiveness, let alone that ic does not need additional funding. 

Secondly, the speaker’s argument depends on the poor assumption that 
improvement in educational effectiveness is the only possible explanation 
for an increase in the college-matriculation rare among new Einstein 
graduates. The speaker neglects to consider and rule out other possible 
explanations—for instance, an influx of new residents for whom college 
education is either more 2ffordable or a higher priority. Without eliminating 
other possible reasons for the trend, the speaker cannot convince me that 
the trend is attributable to improved educational effectiveness or that 
Einstein has in fact improved in this respect, 

Thirdly, even if in the past Einstein has grown more effective without 
inflation-udjusted funding increases, it will noc necessarily be able to do so, 
or even remain as effective as it is today, in the Future. A substantial funding 
increase might now be required for the first time, for any number of possible 
reasons. For example, perhaps Einstein's facilities have been deteriorating 
and are now considered dangerousty unsafe to the point that significant 
funding is needed to repair or repiace them. Or perhaps a Hurry of new 
developments in educational technology have rendered Einstein's teaching 
tools obsolete, even though the same tools have been adequate for the past 
OWENLY Vers, 3 
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_ Finally, the speaker's argument assumes that college matriculation rates 
are the only reliable indicator of a high school’s ievel of educational 
effectiveness. Yet the mere fact that a high school student does not proceed 
to college does not necessarily mean that the high school was ineffective in 
educating that student. Thus, the speaker unfairly equates “educational 
effectiveness” with college-matriculation rates. 

in conclusion. the scant statistical evidence provided in the speech fails 
to convince me that Einstein can increase, or even maintain, its level of 
educational effectiveness without increased funding. Instead of relying on a 
potentially irrelevant statistic from rwo decades ago, the speaker showd have 
provided Einstein's college-matriculation rates for many consecutive years, 
up to the present time. To fully prove her case, the speaker should have also 
provided evidence that substantiates her two crucial assumptions: (1) that 
college-matriculauon rates depend primarily on a high school's educational 
effectiveness and (2) that college-matriculation rates are the best indicator of 
that effectiveness. j 


F | ArGuMmEntT No. 28 


Shuttle-Bus Service to Local Subway Stations 
This editorial points out that commuter use of the new subway train 
has exceeded projections, while commuter use of shuttle buses that 
transport people to subway stations is below projections. According to the 
_ editorial, in order for.a greater number of commuters to shuttle rather than 
drive to the stations, the city must either decrease shuttle fares or raise 
parking fees at the stations. For several reasons, this claim is a dubious one at 
best. ý 
To begin with, the reason for-the unexpectedly low shuttle-bus usage 
might have nothing to do with either shuttle-bus fares or station-parking 
fees. For instance, commuter awareness of the shuttle-bus option might be 
growing more slowly than auticipated. For that matter, many commuters 
‘might be wary. of riding the buses due to a recent shuttle-bus accident. - 
Without ruling out these and other alternative explanations for the low 
shutde-bus usage, the author cannot reasonably conclude that adjusting 
shuttle fares or station-parking fees will have any effect on that usage. 
Admitting for the sake of argumentthat shutthe-bus fares and/or parking 
z fees are responsible for the lower-than-expected shuttle-bus usage, the 
editorial nevertheless overlooks other ways besides adjusting shuttle fares 
or. parking fees) to increase -shuttie-bus usage. For example, if the shuttles 
ran more frequently, perhaps more people could, and would, use the buses 
instead of driving. Or perhaps larger or more comfortable shuttles would 
achieve the same result. In short, unless the editorial’s author expiores and 
eliminates.all other options, 1 remain unconvinced that the only way for the 
city to attain the stated objective is to either decrease shuttle fares: er 
increase parking [ees. 
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Along a similar vein, the editorial neglects to acknowledge extrinsic 
Conditions, beyond the transit system's control, that might impact 
shutue-bus usage. Such conditions might include focal demographic shifts, 
gasoline prices, and road- or highway-construction Projects. Should 


stations instead of driving to them becomes more attractive, then the 
proposed fee adjusuments might not be needed to see an increase irr. 
shuttle-bus usage. 

Finally, the editorial implies that lowering shuttle fares and/or raising 
parking fees would in fact help- change the behavior of commuters who 
currently drive ‘to the sacions. However, the editorial provides no evidence 
to Support this implication. In fact, for all we tre told, these commuters. can 
easily afford high fares*and fees, and some other factor—such as toui 
commuting time—is the only real concem among these commuters. Lf so, 
then the edicorial's Proposed course of action might very will be totaly 
š i ineffecmal, = 

In the final analysis, the editorial fails to make a convincing case thir 
the proposed fare or fee adjustments are either necessary or sutficient i0 
modify commuter behavior in the desired way. To strengthen her case, the 
editorial's author must Supply good evidence that commuters have a realistic 
choice between driving and shuttling to the stations and thar their choice is 
based’ on how shuttle-bus fares compare to parking fees—rther than on 
some other factor. A reliable Survey of local subway commuters might serve 
chis purpose. 


Arcument No. 37 


Why Has a Foreign-Made Co py of Motorcycle X Failed to 


Attract Buyers? 

The author of this article first Points out that a certain foreign company 
has failed to attract customers of Motorcycle X, a long-established Amencan 
motorcycle, with its copy of X. The author then attempts co refute the 
assertion that the copy’s failure is due to the fact that its engine is nor as 
noisy as X's engine, To refute the assertion, the author simply cites avo facts: 
(1) foreign cars are generally quieter than, but sell just 2s well as, American 
cars; and (2) television ads for X focus on its Appearance while the viewer 

‘listens to rock music, not X’s engine noise. Unfortunately, these facts 
accomplish iite toward refuting the assertion that che copy's comparatively 
quiet engine is the reason for the copy's failure to attract Motorcycle X 
customers, 

With respect to the first of the two facts, the author attempts here to 
dæw wat might amount to a faise analogy berveen car buyers and 
motorcycle buyers. The former group might genenuly preter quiet engines, 
while the latter prefer noisy ones. Even if the Mo groups ace largely the 

0 same, the same person might very well prefer different features, such as i 
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i Arcument No. 42 
Should the Postal Service Raise Postage-Stamp Prices? 


quiet engine. in a car than in a motorcycle. In either event. it would be 
unreasonable to draw any conclusions about why people choose one 
motorcycle over another based on sales of quiet cars vis-a-vis noisier ones. 
As for the second fact—about the television ads—the author seems to 
assume that a signihcant portion of people who might be interested in 
buving motorcycles watch the ads enough times to be influenced by them. 
While this might be the case, the author must provide clear evidence to 
subsiantiate this assumption. Otherwise, ] cannot accept the author's 
inference that the ads have any bearing whatsoever on consumer 
motorcycie-buying decisions. | i 
In citing the ads, the author also seems to assume that X's visual 
features, which the ads tout, actualy influence motorcycie-buying decisions 
of people viewing the ads. Yet it is entirely possible that these people don't 
like or don't care about %’s appearance but that the ad's raucous music 
reminds them of Motoraycle X’s most appealing feature—its noisy engine. 
The fact that X has been manufactured for more than seventy years strongly 
suggests that people are already familiar with the sound of X's engine and 
"therefore that the ads might serve to remind them of that sound. 
ln conclusion, the author has not provided convincing reasons to reject 
the assertion that the foreign-made copy's failure to attract X Customers is 
due to its comparatively quict engine. To bolster his position, instead of 
relying on potentially irrelevant statistics about car sales, the author should 
provide beter evidence—perhaps in the form of worldwide survey 
+results—that motorcycie buyers have rejected the foreign copy for reasons 
having nothing to do with engine noise. To further bolster his position, the 
author might look for a reliable television viewer survey showing that the 
ads for Motorcycle X entice potential buyers primarily because of the ads’ 
* focus on the bike’s visual fcatures—or for other reasons having nothing to 
do with engine noise. i 


The author of this opinion article claims that raising postage-stamp 
prices would increase the postal service's revenue while decreasing its mail 
volume, both of which in tum the author claims would eliminate strain on 
the postal system and improve morale among. posts workers. Based on these 
claims, the author recommends raising stamp prices*in order to reverse what 
the author calls “deterioration” of the postal service. This argument depends 
on a series of four cause-and-effect relationships, none of which the article's 
author has established. Thus, J find the argument wholly unpersuasive. 

First of ail, raising stamp prices- would not necessarily result in a net 
increase in revenue. If the price raise results in a decrease in mail volume, as 
the article claims it would, then revenue lost due to decreased volume might 
exceed revenue gained by selling stamps at higher j prices. With less revenue, 
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it would seem less likely that the postal service could take steps to improve 
morale or reduce system strain, let alone eliminate it—especially if those 
steps require additional expenses. 

' Secondly, a net increase in revenue would not necessarily eliminate, or 
even reduce, system strain or improve morale. The service would actually 
need to apply the additional revenue toward these ends—for example, by 
improving system efficiency or enhancing employce benefits. Otherwise; 

ig Ss any reductiaa in strain or improvement in morale could not be attributed to. 
enome; SENE an increase in net revenue, : 
ay Thirdly, even if tHe service applies additional net revenue toward 
eliminating. strain and “improving morale, the sort Of means Eve just 
described might very well not suffice to achieve those objectives. It might ze 
impossible to fully eliminate system strain, no matter how much money :s 
invested in attempting to do so. And morale problems might be due to t- 
current social or political climare throughout the country, in which case w+ 
postal service would be powerless to improve morale regardless of ho-w 
much money is at its disposal. 
Finally, the deterioration to which the author refers might very weil 
involve more than system strain and employee morale. If so, then eliminating 
mmo ss => these'two problems might not suffice to reverse the deterioration. 

To recapitulate, before the author can convince me that the proposed 
Price increase will reverse the service's deterioration, che author must 
establish each of the four causal relationships discussed above. To 
accomplish this, the author should obtain reliable marginal-revenue 
projections— perhaps through ‘a survey that gauges how the public will 
respond to stamp-price increases. The author should also determine, by 
means of efficiency studies and postalemployee surveys, the extent to 
which additional revenues could alleviate system strain and morale 
problems. Finally, the author must investigate afl possible contributing 
causes of the deterioration—and confidently rule out all except system strain 
and worker morale. ` f 


jl _ Arcument No. 48 


Are Private Businesses More Profitable than Public Ones? 

This editorial cites the profitability of Croesus Company (CO), recently 
restored tọ private Ownership, as clear proof that businesses “fare 
better*—by which I assume the editorial means “are more profitable" — 
under private than public ownership. This argument relies on several crucial 
but unsubstantiated tssumptions and is therefore unconvincing as it stands. 

AS a threshold matter, presumably CC was once a publicty owned 
business. However, the editorial's author must be more explicit that this is 
the case. Otherwise, any generiizations about the ments of private 
businesses vis-a-vis public ones based on che profitability uf a single private 
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business amounts to shear conjecture, and the argument can be dismissed 


“out of hand. 


Turning to the arguments unproven assumptions, the first such 


assumption is that CC owes its profitabilin’ to its newly restored private 


status. CC's profitability might be due instead to factors such as the 
econumic or regulatory environment—to name just a few possibilities. 
Moreover, just as a political office-holder might unfairly receive credit for a 
predecessor's accomplishments, CC’s current profitability might be due to 
poticies and actions at CC while it was a public company. In fact, it is 
enurely possible that CC was more profitable as a public business and that its 
profitability is in decline—due to its return to private status. In either case. it 
would be more reasonable to conclude that public businesses are likely to 
fare better than private ones, rather than the other way around. 

Another of the argument’s unsubstantiated assumptions is that CC is 
typical of businesses recently restored to private status. It is entirely possibte 
that, to the contrary, CC's profitabiliny is highly unusual under. its 


circumstances and that in most cases, profits suffer when a business returns 


from public to private status. Thus, before I can accept the editorial’s 
conclusion, the author must show that CC is representative of most 
businesses that retum to private status. 

Even if most businesses that return from public to private status 
improve their profitability (“fare better”) as a result, the author's conclusion 
that private businesses as an entire group fare better than public ones is far 


‘too broad. Perhaps the most profitable businesses are the ones that remain 


public ones forever. If so, then the author would need to narrow his 
conclusion accordingly. i 

In sum, this argument suffers from two classic reasoning flaws; (1) a 
correlation between two things (in this case; private ownership: and 
profitability) suffices to prove a cause-and-effect relationship and (2) what is 
true for one member of a group (in this case, businesses restored to private 
ownership) is also true for that group as a whole, If the author wishes to 
convince me of his sweeping conclusion, rather than relying on vague and 
scant information about one potentially unrepresentative business, the 
author should compare the profitability of public businesses as a group with 
that of private businesses as a group. 


Jil ARGUMENT No. 53) A Sse i 


„Avoiding a Shortage of Trained Engineers 
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This editorial points out that in the past; the "majority of engineers in ` 
this country have come from universities but that the number of 
university-aged people in this country is beginning to decrease—a trend that 
the editorial’s author believes will continue for the rest of the decade due to 
a current decline in high school enrollment. The author reasons that the 
nation will soon be short of trained engineers, then concludes that education 
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funding must increase quickly if this nation is to remain economically 
competitive in the world. Unfortunately, this argument is dependant on a 
series Of poorly Supported inferences and is therefore Specious at best. 
First, the author has not Proven that the current decline in high school 
enrollment necessarily portends a continued decrease in the number of this 
eS ‘nation's college-aged people. The enrollment decline might reverse itself, Or 
the number of College-aged people might fevel off, or even increase, despite. 
Se ere declining high school cnrollment—due perhaps to an influx of college-aged. 
CUD EEN Guiteau  inmigeants: Ora trend in college reentry among older people. Without 
considering and ruling out possibilities such as these, the author cannot 
convince me that a furure decline in the number of this nation's college-aged 
people, let alone trained engineers, is likely. 

Secondly, the author has not substantiated her inference that a decrease 
in the number of this nation’s college-aged people will result in 2 decrease in 
the number of trained engineers. The author ignores the possibility of an 
influx of trained engineers from other nations, of a trend in retraining older 
people for engineering jobs, and of a ‘relaxing of the formal education 
requirements for becoming 2 trained engineer, In short, for various reasons, 
the number of this nation’s trained engineers might very well remain stable, 
Or even inerease,- despite a decline in our college-aged population. 
Accordingly, the author's contention thart this nation must increase 
education funding in order to assure an adequate future supply of trained 
engineers. is questionable at best. 

Thirdly, even if the author can prove that increased education funding 
is needed to ensure an adequate future supply of trained engincers, the 


In sum, the author's plea for increased education funding in the interes: 
yore of this nation's viability in*the world Marketplace appears groundless. Ts 


among nations, and that the decline can be avoided only by increasing 
education funding. 


iil ÂrcumenT No. 59 


Day Care for Children of Scientists 

In this excerpt, the author points our that scientists must work 60 to 80 
hours per week in order to further their careers. Based on this fact, the 
author then makes two assertions: (1) in order for scientists, male and female 
alike, to further their careers, they must have access to wood, affordable. 
all-day child care: ang (2) requirements for career advancement must be 
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made more flexible so that children of pre-school age can spend a significant 
portion of cach day with at least one parent. Neither assertion is particularly 
convincing. and considered together, they are even less persuasive, as 
discussed below. 

A threshold problem with the argument is that it Buls to distinguish 
berween scientists with children and those without children. A scientist with 
no young children obviously has no need for day-care services or for 
carecr-advancement requirements that accommodate the special interests of 
parents. Thus, the author must narrow both conclusions so that they apply 
only to scientists with children. l 

Considering the author's first assertion apart from the second one, the 
author fails to consider and rule out other options for ensuring proper care for 
scientists’ children during the workday. For instance, a scientist whose spouse 
(or partner) has time during each day to spend with their child might very well 
require no professional day care. Besides, many scientist-parents, including 
single-parent scientists, might have friends or relatives who can provide child 
care. Thus, to the extent that scientists have other options to ensure day care 
for their children, the author's first conclusion is unwarranted. 

As for the author's second assertion, considered separately from the 
first one, the author fails to explain why it is important for children 
generally, Jet alone children of scientists in particular, tO spend a significant 
portion of each day with a parent. Lacking a convincing explanation, I 
cannot accept the author’s asseruon that career-advancement requirements 
must be made more flexible merely for the sake of allowing significant 
parent-child contact each workday. 

Considering the two assertions together, however, the argument 
becomes even less convincing. In essence, the second assertion serves to 
undermine the first one. If.the children of scientists spend significant me 
each day with a parent, without compromise to the scientist-parent’s career, 
then all-day child care would seem unnecessary—in direct contradiction to 
the author's first assertion. Thus, the author must either reconcile the two 
assertions or choose one assertion over the other. 

In a nutshell, the argument is not only poorly supported but also 


paradoxical. Before 1 can either agree or disagree with the author’s first 
-assertion, I would need.to know what percentage of scientists have 


pre-schoo! children and what portion of that group have partners or other 
trusted relatives/friends who are available to care for those children. As for 
the second assertion, the author “seems to telys on certain normative 
assumptions about parent-child relationships, assumptions that the author 
doesn't begin to address but must do so before 1 can agree with the 
assertion. Moreover, the argument as a whole is illogical on its face. Before I 
can begin to take it seriously, the author must either abandon one or the 
other assertion or explain why scientists as a group cannot advance their 


careers unless they can spend significant time each day with their pre-school ~ 


children and at the same time have ready access to all-day child care. 
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FEIT Arcument No. 71 | 
‘MG! Legislative Priorities and the Problem of Petty Vandalism 

oe es The author of this editorial points out that in response to pestcns ‘rom 

area farmers and landowners, the legislature has spent valuable ume ing 

effort to enact severe laws to deter motorists from picking fnut, sexing 

Rea gs a, samples and’ foliage, and trampling fields of regional growers. The acthor 

' claims that these problems are trivial and thus do not merit the legisizcure’s 
valuable time. To: Support this claim, the author cites a current plague of 
crime and violence in this nation’s cities, Ar first glance, this argument might 
sound appealing: closer Scrutiny, however, reveals numerous Raws that, 
considered together, completely undermine the argument. : 

To begin with, the argument relies on the unlikely assumption thar the 

Plague of crime and violence in cites also poses a problem in this 

legislature’s region, Based on the editorial, this region appears to be largely 

rural. To the extent that it is, urban-type crimes are unlikely to pose a 
8 probiem in this region, and the author cannot reasonably rely merely on 
urban crime statistics to support his position. 

Assuming for the moment that this region is. in fact plagued by 
urban-type crime and violence, why shouldn't the legislature also address 
other, less serious problems, such as fruit vandalism? The author supplies no 
evidence that the legislature has insufficient time to address both types of 
problems. Until the author Supplies this sort of evidence, he cannot 
convince me that the legislarure’s attention to fruir vandalism comes at the 
expense of its attention to more serious problems. 

Besides, the author supplies no proof that the fruit stealing and 
vandalism problem is “trivial.” Even if the problem technically involves 
incidents of mere “peny vandalism,” as the author suggest, the problem 
might be so pervasive that ir poses a serious threat to the livelihood of 
COENS ` < regionak farmers and landowners. Also, the vandalism and stealing might 

EER a incite more serious crimes, including violent ones. [n either case, the 
legislature would seem well justified in devoting considerable time and effort 
to respond to the petitions of regional farmers and landowners. 

In sum, the editorial fails to convince that fruit stealing and vandatism do 
not merit the legislacure’s considerable attention. To better evaluate the au- 
thor’s position on this issue, { would need to know the extent of the problem 
and its social and economic consequences throughout the region. I would 
aiso need to know what other problems the legislature faces and what por- 
tion of the legislarure’s ume is needed to address these other problems. Only 
armed with this information could i make an informed judgment abour the 
Proper priorities of the legislature and, in turn, about the editonal's merit. 
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will the Sequel to a Vista Studios Movie Be Profitable? 

‘This magazine article predicts that the sequel co a certain Vista Studios 
movie will be profitable. The article's author bases this prediction on the fact 
that a series of books based on characters from the first movie are consistent 
bestsellers in local bookstores. I find this prediction dubious for several 
reasons. 

To begin with, Vista presumably plans to release the sequel to a wide 
audience, not just to members of this Jocalicy. Uf so, it seems foolhardy to 
make any predictions about the sequel’s general popularity based on the 
apparent interests of one community. ; 

In addition, the argument depends on the assumption that the books’ 
popularity is due to their characters. Yet the argument does not mile out 
other possible reasons for their popularity, such as plot lines, illustrations, or 
even price. If it rams out that their popularity is due to some feature lacking 
in the two movies, then the author's prediction would amount to little more 
than conjecture. 

Even assuming that the books’ popularity is due to their characters, | 
would remain skeptical about the author's prediction. The movie sequel 
might contain different characters, in which case it may very well disappoint 
at the box-office, despite the success of the books and the first movie. Even 
if the sequel contains the same characters, this feature in itself might not 
suffice to draw large audiences. Consumer interest in these characters might 
already be satiated, or the sequel might simply not be as good as the first 
movie and the books. In either event, the author's prediction might very 
well not come to pass. - l 7 

Bia hae ... Finally, in. predicting that the seque! well be profitable because the 
books are popular, the author assumes that a popular movie necessarily 
turns a profit. However, common sense and observation tell me that movie 
profits depend not only on box-office attendance and video sales (that is, 
popularity) bur also on costs as well. Thus, the sequel might turn out to be 
popular but unprofitable. 

In sum, the prediction is based on scant evidence and unproven 
assumptions and is therefore tantamount to mere speculation. Before 
agreeing that the sequel will be popular, let alone profitable, 1 would require 
better proof that whatever features a¢cgunt for the books’ popularity would 
.also draw. large Crowds to see the movie sequel. To obtain this sort of proof, 
l would need to survey readers of the book to determine the book's appeal 
and of course screen the sequel to see whether or not it holds similar appeal. 
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Arcument No. 79 


of ethics. To support this conclusion, the author points our that a competin 
company ‘ittracted additional media attention as 2 result of unfavorab! 
publicity abour. a violation of its own code. Based on this evidence, th 
author reasons that by adopting 2 code of ethics, this company may do mor 
long-term harm than good to. its public image. The argument suffers fron 
” Séveral reasoning flaws and is therefore unconvincing as it stands, f 

To begin with, the author has not shown that the compeutor’s code 
violation and resulting publicity and media attention acrually harmed ina 
company’s pubic image. For all we know, the public ignored the punlicity 
Or the media viewed the unfavorable publicity as unfair and railied to derenc 
that Company. In either case, the author's caveac about adopting a code at! 
ethics would seem unwarranted, f 
, Nor has the author shown that this company will violate its code as 
weil or that any such violation would result in: harm to its public image. 
Certain key differences between the two. companies might render the 
analogy 2 poor one. For instance; this company might take its self-imposed 
ethical standards more seriously or choose to adopt a more realistic code, In 
either case, a code violation wouid seem. less likely for this company. Or 
perhaps the public would be more forgiving of a code violation by this 
company than by its competitor, for whatever ceason. 

Nor has the author shown that any such violation would necessuniy 
result in a tarnished image over the longer term. The public may soon forget 
about che violation, especially if the public shifts its scrutiny tO subsequent, 
more egregious ones by some other company.. Besides, the author ignores 
the possibility that this company can remedy the damage to its image 
resulting from a code violation. ; i 

Two final problems involve the memo's recommended publicity 


campaign. First, the memo's author assumes without justification that the 


campaign would serve to bolster the company’s public image. In fact, the 
campaign might have no impact or even backfire—if it makes the company 
appear hypocritical or disingenuous or if the values that its public holds dear 
conflict wich the ones that the company espouses. Second. in recommend- 
ing the publicity campaign “rather than” a code of ethics, the memo’s author 
overlooks the possibility of pursuing both courses or some other course that 
might be more etfective than these ewo in enhancing the company's public 
image. 

in the final analysis, the recommendation is indefensible, ar lease based 
on the information the memo Provides. To bolster che argument, the 
MeMd's author must provide clear evidence —perhaps by way of a public 
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survey—that the competitor's code violation in fact served to tarnish its 
longterm public image. The autbor must also show that this company is 
likely to violate its own code and that the violation would be likely to do 
long-term harm to its public image. Ta more fully determine the likelihood of 
such harm, I would need to compare this company's prospective code with 
the other companv’s code. ] would also need to assess the integrity of this 
company's key decision makers. Finally, a public-opinion survey would help 
me determine what types of policies, or combination of policies, would most 
likely enhance this company’s public image. 


| ArGument No. 84 
The Impending Failure of Company A 


The author of this article predicts the failure of Company A, which 
. currently enjoys a large Share of the international video-game market, To 
- justify this prediction, the author cites the collapse of Company B, a pioneer 
and former giant in this field, when children grew tired of its products. In 
further support of this prediction, the author reasons that demand for 
Company A's products must be nearly exhausted because its products 
appear in “so many" American homes. I find this argument unpersuasive, for 
several reasons. 

To begin with, the author ignores other possible causes of B’s collapse. 
Just because the collapse coincided with a waning interest among children 
in Company B's products, it is unfair to infer that the former is attributable 
solely to the latter. There are a myriad of other possible contributing causes 
of B's collapse—ranging from management’probiems to regulatory changes 
to increasing competition. If it tums out that Company B's collapse was not 
„due. entirely to the waning interest among children in B's products, then it. 
would be hasty to assume that Company A will necessarily fail should it face 
similar waning demand. 

Turning neat to the information about demand for Company A’s games, 
the mere fact that Company A’s products appear in “so many” American 
homes accomplishes little toward showing waning demand for its products, 
let alone toward showing that the company will fail. To begin with, the term 

“so many” is too vague to be statistically meaningful. Even if by “so many” 
the author means “nearly all,” perhaps among Americans, the demand for 
more new Company A games is strong. Moreover, the author ignores foreign 
markets, which might account for a significant portion of Company A's sales. 
The greater the demand outside America, the Jess likely Company A will fail. 

’ Even assuming, for the sake of argument, that demand for Company A’s 
products is nearly exhausted. this fact would not necessarily spell the demise 
of Company A—even if it did for Company B. For al} we know, Company A 
has many other lines of products and/or services, whose profitability ensures 
the company’s survival despite the failure of its video-game line. For that 
matter, perhaps Company A has an exceptionally talented management team 
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Or surplus of cash, either of which might allow the company to respo; 
quickly and effectively in order to save itself, i 

To recapitulate, the author has failed to convince me that sud 
demand for Company A's Products will be insufficiendy low for u 
company to survive. Nor has the author convinced me that Company E 
failure portends Problems for Company A; to the contrary, with one fe 


these trends going forward, 
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The Escalating Price of Lemons 
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The author of this editorial points our that ar Megamart, lemon pice 
have increased moré than six-fold over the past decade, but in only one oi 
the past eleven years has the weather been unfavorable for growing citrus 
crops. Based on these facts, the author reasons that citrusfruit price 
increases have been excessive and that citrusfruit growers are responsible 
for the price inflation. The editorial conciudes thar “strict pricing 


First of all, the argument relies om the unproven assumption that 
Megamart’s lemon prices are represenuative of citrus-fruit prices generally. 
For all we know, prices of other citrus fruits, or of other Stores’ lemons, have 
remained relatively stable (or even declined) over the past decade. Thus, 
unless Megamart's lemons ‘Account for a very large portion of all citrus fruit 
sold at market, or for some other reason fairly represent all citrus fruits in 
price, a widespread pricing problem might not even exist. : 

Secondly, the author too hastily assumes that it is citrus growers who 


. are responsible for the escalating lemon prices. Perhaps retaifers such as 


Megamart, or wholesalers, are instead responsible for the price inflation. 
Without eliminating this Possibility, the author cannot convince me thar 


possible justification tor the price increases, the author overlooks siers 
possibilities. For example, perhaps the growers’ costs—for land, equipment. 
und so fomnh—have increased commensurately over the past decade. | 30, 
then the growers wouid have profited little, if at all, by charging n.sner 
Prices for citrus fruit, Thus, limiting the Prices growers can charge sughe 
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result in forcing them out of business—a result that is clearly at odds with 
the goul of ensuring stable citrus prices for consumers. 

Finally. in claiming that the proposed regulations are necessary to curh 
price increases, the author ignores other possible means, such #s farm 
subsidies. of achieving the same objective. Until the author rules out all other 
options, ] simply cannot accept that strict pricing regulations are necessary’. 

In a.nutshell, the editorial is wholly unconvincing as it stands. To 
bolster the argument for strict pricing regulations on growers, the author 
must supply better proof of an upward trend in all citrus-fruit prices, of the 
growers’ accountability for thar trend, and of a truly excessive profit for the 
growers as a result of thar trend. A proper assessment of the author's 
recommendation would require a reliable statistical study comparing Citrus 
growers’ costs with the prices they have charged over the last decade and 
comparing those statistics, with citrus-fruit pricing by retailers as a group. 
Only then could } determine whether widespread price inflation exists and, 
if so, which group is responsible for it—and thereby determine whether or 
not the proposed regulations make sense. 


| | | Arcument No. 93 


Reversing a Decline in Advertising Applications to KMTV 
The author of this editorial concludes that local television channel 
KMTV showd shift its programming focus to farming issues in order to 
stimulate KMTV advertising applications, which declined in number last 
year. The author bases this conclusion on-a report by a nearby town’s 
television station, KOOP, that advertising applications to KOOP increased in 
number when KOOP took similar action. Assuming that KOOP’s report is 
true and accurate, 1 nevertheless find the author's argument unconvincing in 
several] respects. ` 
To begin with, the surge in applications to KOOP was not necessarily 
due to KOOP's programming change. Perhaps KOOP also lowered its - 
advertising fees around the same time; or perhaps a competing television 
station increased theirs or went out of business. Any one of a host of possible 
events such as these might explain the surge in applications. Thus, the 
author should not assume that KMTV can attain its objective by simply 
emulating KOOP's programming. "g, 
Aside from - whether, KOOP's _programming * change was in fact 
responsible for the increase in number of applications to KOOP, the 
eNe oe editorial’s author assumes without justification that KMTV viewers would be 
interested in programs about farming issues. If it turns out that, as a group, 
they are less interested in farming than in KMTV's current programming, 
KMTV's viewership might diminish in size and, as a result, the number of 
applications to KMTY might actually decrease. 
Yet another problem with the argument is its implication that the 
: proposed change is the only way KMTV can stimulate advertising 
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applications. Common sense telis me that there are other such ways 
reducing advertising rates, improving programming quality, or extendi 
broadcast range, ro list 2 few. The author must explain either why none 
these options are available or why they would fail to stimulate applicatior 
Otherwise, I cannor accept that the proposed change is necessary. 

Finally, che author seems to assume that the proposed programmi: 

change wéuld suffice’ to bring: abour the desired increase, However, if 

7 cums out thar last year's decline was due toa combination of factors, son 
of which remain unchanged in the future, a mere programming shift mig! 
have no stimulating impact on applications. 

In eSsence, then, the editorial relies on a series of podr Assumpuons an 
is therefore unpersuasive. In order to convince me that the recommende 
change would serve to increase advertising applications to KMTV. th 
editorial's author must ar the very least rule out all possible explanation 
other than programming focus, for the increase at KOOP and decline . 
KMTV. To fully persuade me, the author must also explain why KMTV ha 
no other viable means of bringing about the desired increase. 


il i - Arcument No. 98 


Boosting Sales by Brewing Low-Calorie Beer 


The author of this article indicates that, according to a Magic Ha 
Brewery (MHB) survey, the majority of MHB’s tasting-room visitors last yea 
asked to taste MHB's low-calorie beer. The autho¥ then concludes that i: 
order to boost beer sales, other smail breweries should also brew low-calori: 
beer. This argument relies on a number of questionable assumptions and i: 
therefore unpersuasive, 

One such assumption is that the survey respondents reported the: 
requests accurately. This may or may mot be the case. Many SUVS 
respondents might have forgotten what they had requested earlier in theu 
visit, especially if they had consumed a significant amount of alcohol. Lf the 
survey results turn out to be unreliable as 2 result, then any conclusion basec 
on those results must be deemed unreliable as well. 

Another such assumption is that, as a group, the MHB visitors who 
asked to taste MHB's low-calorie beer would actually prefer to purchase 
low-calorie beer over other beers. However, for all we know, visitors can ask 
to tast€ more than one beer, and an even greater majority of visicors 
requested other beers. For thar matter, low-calorie beer might be the only 
type MHB offered for free, or offered at all, ac its casting room last year, and 
visitors were informed of this before making their requests. [n any event, 
perhaps visitors who tried MHB’s low-calorie beer generally distiked it. [fone 
or more of these scenarios tum out to be true, then the survey results would 
IMOUNL{6. secant evidence at best that any brewery, including MHB, wouid 
actually sell enough low-calorie beer to justity brewing it. 
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Assuming for the moment that MHN's visitors as a group woukt prefer 
to purchase low-calorie beer over other beers, this group might not be 
representative of beerdrinkers generally, especially if the group constitutes i 
small portion of the beerdrinking population. Yet the author's conclusion 
relies on the assumption that thev are. If it turns out, for example, that MHB 
visitors are especially caloric-conscious, or especially loyal to MHB products. 
then other breweries might be very disappointed with sales levels of their 
own low-calone beers. 

In the final analysis, the author cannot defend her recommendation 
based solely on the survey results. The author must also show that the survey 
results are reliable and that they accurately reflect the beer preferences-not 
just of MHB visitors. but also of beer-drinking consumers generally. In 
conclusion, to determine whether or not they should brew low-calorie beer, 
other breweries should not rely on the dubious results of a single, 
problematic survey. Instead, they should compare the total market demand 
for low-calorie beer with the current supply and try to assess the extent of 
brand loyalty among Jow-calorie beer drinkers. 


| i Í | Arcument No. 105 
Should Bayview High Students Wear Uniforms? 
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In this editorial, the author recommends that Bayview High require its 
students to wear school uniforms. To support this recommendation, the 
author compares Bayview to Acorn Academy, a local private school that has 
adopted this policy. Specifically, the author points out that Acorn students 
earn higher grades and are ‘more likely to attend college and that Acorn 
reports less absentecism and tardiness as wel as fewer discipline problems. 
This argument suffers from several reasoning flaws, which together render 
the editorial wholly unconvincing. 

To begin with, the editorial does not indicate how long Acom's current 
school-uniform policy has been in effect. If the policy is new, then Acom’s 
various successes (listed in the editorial) cannot be attributed to the policy, 
and the author's recommendation is completely groundless. 

Assuming that Acorn's schooluniform policy is well established, 
Acom’s comparatively high student GPA and college-matriculation rate 


might sti] be due to other factors, Such as higher student intelligence levels, 


higher-quality instruction, or greater support (financial or otherwise) from 
parents. Without considering and eliminating these and al other feasible 
explanations for the comparative academic success of Acorn students, the 
author cannot persuade me that Acom's school-uniform policy is responsible 
for, or even contributed to, that success. 

Similarly, the author fails to consider other possible reasons for Acom's 'S 
reportedly jower incidence of absenteeism, tardiness, and discipline 
problems. To begin with, perhaps these sorts of problems are simply not 
reported as often at Acom as at Bayview, if so, the reparts would provide- 
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“scant support at best for the author's argument. Even if they are reported as 
often at Acom, perhaps Acorn students have readier access to health care, 
psychologists, and counselors; live in safer neighborhoods or more stable 
households; or have more reliable transportation to school. Any of these 
conditions might expl:in less absenteeism, tardiness, and delinquency. 
“Moreover, the author has not considered and ruled out the possibility that 
students who are forced to wear uniforms are actually more likely than other 
students to act ina rebellious and delinquent manner. If this is the case, then 
thé author's implicit claim that Acom’s schooluniform policy has 

contributed to its low incidence of absenteeism and delinquency problems 

would be very weak indeed. ; 

Even if the author can show that Acom's schooluniform policy has 
contributed to the various successes listed in the editorial, 2 similar policy at 
Bayview would not necessarily carry similar results. Perhaps Acorn students 
are generally far less recaicitrant than most, and Bayview students as a group 
would resent che new poticy and rebel by refusing to study or attend classes 
or by exhibiting disruptive behavior at school. [f so, then the author's 
recommendation might rum out to be counterproductive. 

To sum up, as it stands, thé editorial fails to establish cither (1) a clear 
cause-and-effect relationship berween Acom's school-uniform policy and the 
cited successes at Acorn or (2) that a similar policy would result in similar 
successes at Bayview. Instead of relying on questionable repons from u 
single school, which might very well serve us a poor point of companson for 
Bayview, the editorial's author should supply credible evidence—perhaps 
from a reliable scientific study—about the psychological effects of 
school-uniform requirements on the academic performance and orher 
behavior of students similar to the ones at Bayview. 


if : Arcument No. 117 
HUD 4 New Parking Garage for River City 


_ The author of this editorial asserts that in order to Strengthen the 
economy of the area around River City's Dock Street, the city should 
approve the proposed construction of a multilevel parking garage on Dock 
Streer, 2 course of action that would require demolishing most buildings on 
the black. To support the plan, the author claims thar the buildings that 
would be demolished to make way for the garage ure of no economic value 
because they are among the city's oldest. In defending the plan against 
concems of historic preservationists, the author points out that even in 
ancient cities such as Jerusalem and Athens, old buildings are demolished to 
make way for new ones thar improve the local economy. | find the author's 
wrgument unconvincing on several grounds. 

To begin with, the author seems to assume thart the buildings chiar 
would be demolished have no economic vidue simply hecause they are 
relatively old. Yer che author provides no evidence to substantiate this 
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assumption. For all we know. there might be other possible uses for those 
buildings that would provide net economic benefits to the city exceeding 
those of the proposed plin. Perhaps these buildings, which the author 


-implies are historic. would be mMoneymaking tourist attractions or upscale 


office buildings or lofi-style condominiums that would bolster the CiS ULN 
base. In short, without weighing the net economic benefits of various 
alternatives for the old buildings, the author cannot justify the proposed plan 
based on the fact that the buildings are old. 

As for the author's defense against concerns for historic preservation, 
the author's analogy to Athens and Jerusalem is dubious at best, In all 
likelihood, those nwo cities boast 2 great number of very old buildings, 
whereas River City might not. Accordingly, demolishing some old buildings 
around Dock Street might be deemed a great historic Joss for that city, while 
in Athens or Jerusalem, it might not—especially if the demolished buildings 
have less historic value than others in these cities. Also, it is possible that in 
Athens and Jerusalem, old buildings are demolished only when they are 
shown to provide no marginal economic value or if they pose a significant 
public safety threat and that neither condition is true of the old Dock Street 
buildings. Finally, perhaps space is more scarce in those cities than in River 
City, in which case the demolition might be justifiable in those cities but not 
in River City. 

Finally, the author's claim that in order to strengthen its economy, River 
City should approve the proposal rests on the assumption that there are no 
viable alternative means of achieving this end. Yet the author fails to 
substantiate this assumption. Common sense tells me that there are a host of 
other ways River City might strengthen ifs economy. Perhaps one of those 
ways would be just as, or even more, effective than the proposed plan—in 
which case, the propusal-would not seem compelling at all. 

In the final analysis, the author's argument rests precariously on faulty 


. reasoning and scant evidence, Instead of relying on a poor analogy between 


River City and two ancient cities, the author should show—by comparing ali 
possible means of strengthening River City's economy (including saving the 
old buildings and putting them to productive use)—that the proposed plan is 
in fact necessary. E z 


why 


_Arcument No. 122. i "E 
Maximizing Employee Productivity-at Divetsined 


Manufacturing 
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In this memo, the human resources department of Diversified 
Manufacturing (DM) claims that DM could help counteract its declining 
market share by changing its paid-vacation policy for its professional staff. 
The new policy, like the current one, would provide four vacation weeks 
per year; but the new policy would limit any vacation to one week. 
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According to the memo, DM’s central-office Managers report that their 
i employees are most productive just before vacations. Based on these 
reports, the department reasons that under the new policy, DM's 
professional staff would give DM more days of maximum productivity, The 
departments argument suffers from four serious réasoning flaws, which 

‘ together serve to. completely undermine it. 

s First, e, memo provides no evidence that the reports from the 
Managers arc reliable, The Managers might have fabricated the repons so 
that the company would adopt vacation policies that they wouid prefer for 
themselves. The memo's author must first convince me that the reports are 
not biased; not unul then could I begin to consider the department's 
recommendation. N - 

Secondly, for all we know based on the memo, DM's professional start, 
iS 2 group, already limit their own vacations to one week each. Lf so, then 
implementing the recommended policy would have absolutely no effect on 

- productivity, let alone market share. 

Thirdly, while the reports involved employees of DM’s central-office 
managers, the new policy would apply to DM's “professional staff.” It is 
unfair to assume that the productivity patterns of the former group are 
similar to those of the latter—unless of course the managers’ employees as a 
&roup are considered to be professional Stalf. 

Finally, the memo fails to consider possible productivity losses resulting 
from the new policy. Single-week vacations might nor afford employees 
sufficient time to fully rejuvenate themselves, and burn-out might result. 
Moreover, it might be impracticable for staff members to interrupt their jobs 
for a vacation more than once a year, in which case burn-out would be even 
more likely. On the other hand, if employees do take full advantage of the 
new policy; their more frequent vacations might serve to stanch 
Organizational workllow, especially with respect .to Projects requiring 
Sustained, uninterrupted effort and Progress. 

In a outshell, the department’s argument depends on potentially 
unreliable and irrelevant reports from central-office managers and on an 
overly simple analysis of how vacation policies impact worker productivity. 
Thus, lacking certain additional information, I find the argument dubious at 
best. In order to Properly evaluate it, at a minimum, I would want to know 
whether or not the cencraloffice managers and their employees are 
professional staff, and | would want to survey DM's professional staff about 
how they would respond to the proposed policy. [ would also want to study 
the impact of this sort of policy on organizational efficiency among similar 
firms. 
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How Exeunt Theater Company Can Increase Profits 


CUNU- Petersons.com 


lm this memo, the director of Execunt Theater Company (ETC) 
anticipates an increase in revenues from ticket siles because ETC has moved 
10 a larger theater. The director then recommends two courses of action in 
order “to further increase profits": (1) producing plays that have been most 
successful in the nation’s largest cities and (2) hiring Adlib Theater 
Company's fundraising director, on the busis that corporate contributions to 
Adlib have increased dramatically during the three years she has worked for 
Adlib. 1 find the director's argument unconvincing because it rests on 
numerous unsubstandated assumptions, as discussed below’. 

As a threshold matter, the director’s expectation of increased revenues 
due to an increase in sealing capacity assumes that there is pentup, 
unfulfilled demand for seating at ETC’s Productions. Unless the director can 
provide clear evidence to substantiate this assumption, I cannot be 


convinced that ETC's revenue, let alone its profits, wil increas: asar. ef 


moving to the larger theater—especially if the cost of renting the larger 
theater exceeds the cost of renting 2 smaller one. 

Turning to the first prescnpuon for enhancing profits, the director's 
rationale for it rests on the assumption that the tastes and interests of theater- 
goers in the city where ETC's theater is located are similar to those of theater- 
goers in large cities. However, the director provides no evidence that this is 


‘the case. Therefore, I remain unconvinced that ETC will increase profits by 


producing the plays that are the most successful ones in large cities. 

Turning next to the second profit prescription, here the director might 
very well confuse cause and effect with mere correlauon. Specifically, just 
because Adlib's fundraising director has worked for Adlib during the same 
time period that corporate contributions to Adlib have increased, it is unfair 
to conclude that the latter is attributable to the former. Unti ETC’s director 
establishes a clear.causal connection berween the Two, I remain skeptical of 
the recommendation to hire Adlib's director—at least On this basis. 

Even if ETC's director can convince me that the rwo prescriptions are 
likely to increase ETC’s profits, the director concludes too hastily that these 


prescriptions are the best means of achieving ETC's desired profit goals. 


Perhaps one or more other courses of action would be as effective or more 
effective in maximizing ETC's profits. Without weighing all of ETC’s options, 
the director simply cannot convince me that ETC should adopt the director's 
recommendation. ai ` 

In the final analysis, the recommendation is unjustified as it stands. To 
bolster it, the director might conduct a scientific survey of area theatergoers 
to determine the sorts of ETC Productions area residents are most likely to 
attend, and if ETC’s current theater is more expensive to rent than a smaller 
one, whether or not the demand for those productions warrants ETC's 
recent move to the larger theater. To better evaluate the argument, 1 would 
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contributions to Adlib, to determine their true cause. { would also need t 
know what other means for increasing profits are at ETC's disposal—u 
determine whether or not the director's proposed course of action is in fac 
the optimal one. 


All Arcument No. J31 ` = 


Omega- University’s Music-Therapy Program 

In this memo, the music department chair ar Omega University argues 

that in order to improve its financial starus, Omega should aim’to increase 

- enrollment in its musictherapy degree program. To support this argument, 
the chair reasons that Omega graduates will easily find jobs in the fieid 
because (1) group music therapy has been shown to be beneficial to 
mentaliliness patients, and (2) the number of music-therapy job openings 
has increased during the past year. For Several reasons, I find the director's 
argument unpersuasive, 

With respect to the argument’s penultimate conclusion—rhat Omega's 
graduates will easily find music-therapy jobs—the chair assumes that in the 
future, there wil] continue to be sufficient job openings in music therapy for 
Omeg2 graduates, However, a recent One-year increase is insufficient 
evidence in itself to Convince me that this trend will continue, Providing a 
ready job supply for new Omega graduates, Moreover, should this trend 
actually reverse, then adopting the chair’s proposal might result in a 
decrease in Omega's job-placement rate, which might very well have a 
negative impact on the school’s overall reputation and, in cum, financial 
status, : : 

Even assuming a continuing ready suppiy of music-therapy jobs, the 
validity of the chair’s penultimate conclusion depends on the additional 


Of action will improve Omega's financial status—here the chair fails to 

establish a clear cause-and-effect relationship. Perhaps the chair reasons thar 

if Omega's job-placement rate for its music-therapy graduares improves, then 

Omega will command higher cuition or ateract Greater financial support trom 

alumni, governments, or corporations. However, with no solid evidence to 

support this reasoning, the chair’s claim amounts to little more than pure 
~ conjecture, - 


Petersons a Writing Skills for tbe 233 wivw, Petersons.com 
GRE/GMAT Tests 


— 


wiv. petersons.com 


By the same token. the chair fails ta consider the costs of expanding 
Omega's music-therapy program. Accommodating additional students might 
require additional equipment, faculty members, and even facilities. Such 
costs might very well ounveigh marginal revenue, in which case the chairs 
proposal would turn to be poor financial advice. 

To sum up. neither the arguments penultimate nor ultimate conclusion 
is born out by the evidence provided in the memo. A proper evaluation of 
the former conclusion (ie. that Omega graduates will easily find 
music-therapy jobs) would require (1) more information about the 
reputation of Omega's music-therapy program among employers of music 
therapists and (2) reliable music-therapy employment projections for recent 
college graduates, especially in the vicinity of Omega. To fully assess the 
chair's ultimate claim Cien War an expanded music-therapy program will 
improve Omega's financial status), I would need reliable, detailed 
projections of Omega's marginal costs and revenues should it follow the 
chair's recommendatvon. 
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